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COMMANDER DAN

Greetings to all and welcome to
the month of February 2021.

The Post 100" anniversary
coins have arrived. | have seen
them and they are well done in
great detail. Details and pictures
on the next page.

| ask that you continue Buddy
Checks. Give them a call to say hi
and how are you doing.

Please see the Chaplain’s report
below on members called to the
high command. Take a moment to
remember them and their families.

Post membership was at over
80% of goal at our last meeting. If
you have not renewed your dues,
please do so now.

Thanks to the Post members who
recruited several new members
and transfers. Our Post Adjutant
has been hard at work getting
transfers to the Post. Keep up the
good work Julia. | would sure like
to see 100% renewal for our
Post’s 100t anniversary year.

New paint colors for the Hall in
shades of gray have been
selected. A test wall was painted
in front of the new Tap Room if
you want to check it out. Please
call John Leonard at 314-303-
6665 to volunteer to help with
the painting scheduled for
March 6 & 7.

Thanks to Larry Carron who has
completed  the replacement
Marine Corp emblem for the
display above the new Tap Room.

| attended the District 9 High
School Oratorical Contest at Post
312 and was very impressed with
the students who participated.
Good luck to winner Jacquelene
Foster from St. Charles County
who proceeds to the next level of
competition.

| ask that members support the
Post whenever they can.
Purchase a meal when we have a
dinner, stop by the Foxhole or
volunteer for a project.

We have info below on the
availability of COVID-19 vaccines.
When you visit the Post, for your
safety and ours, please remember
to social distance, wash your
hands and wear a mask.

Our next Post and Auxiliary
Meetings are Feb 8.

Until next month, God Bless the
USA.

Commander Dan

Daniel Sauer, Post Commander
314-808-8438 dsauer@aol.com

—~—~ ~ —~—~ ~

POST CHAPLAIN

Five Legionnaires passed since
my last report:

Michael Daugherty
Gary Rudolph

Leo Ogolini

Paul F Clark, Sr.
Robert Baker

No Legion services requested.
Please keep them and their
families in your thoughts and
prayers.

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain
middendorf802@gmail.com
636-328-6996

VA OFFERING COVID-19
VACCINE TO ALL VETS

The VA is now offering COVID-19
vaccine shots. The VA long-term
goal is to vaccinate all Veterans
who are interested in receiving it.
You do not have to be using VA
healthcare to participate.

To schedule an appointment to
get a vaccine shot, call the VA at
314-289-7039. Due to heavy call
volume, they suggest you request
an appointment by email: STL
COVIDVETVACCINE@VA.GOV

Be sure to specify that you want
the COVID vaccine (not the
COVID test) to avoid confusion.

For more information on the VA
COVID-19 Vaccine Plan go to:
www.publichealth.va.gov/n-
coronavirus/.

OTHER LOCAL COVID-19
VACCINE LOCATIONS

You can also register to receive
the COVID-19 vaccine from St.
Charles County and/or local area
hospitals.

St. Charles: sccmo.org/2162/
COVID-19-Vaccine-Information

St. Charles County COVID-19
Information Hotline 636-949-1899

BJC: bjc.org/Coronavirus/Covid-
19-Vaccines

Mercy: mercy.net/MOVaccine

SSM: mychart.ssmhc.com or
COVIDVaccinationSTL@ssmhealt
h.com

St. Luke’s: lukesvaccine.com

Post 636-947-7666

Hall Rental 314-952-8833

Foxhole 636-724-9712

www.alpost312mo.org
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POST 312 CHALLENGE COIN

American Legion Post 312, St.
Charles MO will celebrate its 100™
year in April this year. Post 312 is
steeped in the history of St.
Charles just as challenge coins
are steeped in military history. To
commemorate the service to
Veterans and our community of
St. Charles by Post 312, we have
designed a challenge coin.

These are available for $10 each
to all Post 312 family members
and will make a great gift for your
Veteran and other members of
Post 312.

The first batch of coins are
numbered 1-100 and you can see
the 100" coin in the Challenge
Coin display in the Foxhole or on
www.alpost312mo.com.

If we sell out, we will be able to
order more coins, but they will not
be numbered.

Contact Larry Carron at 636-345-
6106 or ljcarronl@charter.net for
availability of your preferred
number and for purchase.

Front of Coin:

Back of Coin:

A Foxhole Event
February 13 at 6:30 PM

7 PM Mardi Gras-inspired food

7:30 PM Corn Hole & Beer Pong
Tournaments

Clothing is required, costumes are
fun but not necessary.

It is HURRICANE SEASON hope
to see you there and having FUN.

Your Foxhole Staff
636-724-9712

WEBER SMOKEFIRE
GRILL RAFFLE

American Legion Post 312 is
pleased to announce that our
local Lowe’s has donated a
Weber Smokefire Grill.

Now, this is no regular BBQ grill, it
IS an Automated, Pelletized
Smoker/Grill combination that will
meet all your outdoor cooking
needs, whether you slow cook
with smoke or grill something for
dinner.

It retails at the store for $1199
and we are selling raffle tickets
for $10 each or 3 for $25. You
can get tickets at the Foxhole or
at our meetings. We are throwing

in a 6-pack of beer and a 20 Ib.
bag of pellets which is the fuel for
this unit.

Come see the unit in the Foxhole
or see an online demo video at:
www.weber.com/US/en/grills/woo
d -pelletgrills/smokefire-series

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

“Start by doing what’s necessary;
then do what’s possible; and
suddenly you are doing the
impossible”. Francis of Assisi

| certainly miss seeing many
faces at our monthly meetings. |
hope this new year will begin the
end of the pandemic and allow us
to gather as we have done so
many times in the past.

With the absence of bingo
revenue, we are in need of
fundraising ideas. If you have any
ideas you would like to share
please let me know.

Have you paid your membership
dues? Do you have friends who
qualify for membership? Please
encourage your friends and
relatives to join in our mission.
Our members are vital to our
mission and as always, the more
the merrier!

If you have not had an opportunity
to donate to the Poppy Fund our
virtual donation page is still
available and your support is
greatly appreciated.

https://www.gofundme.com/f/amer
ican-legion-auxiliary-unit-post-
312-poppy-fund.

Hope you had a chance to get in
on the Auxiliary raffle for a St.
Louis Blues basket and a St.
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Louis Cardinals basket given
away at the Buddy Supper on Jan
23.

The Blues basket included a 2020
Blues Jersey, Blues hat, 2019
Stanley Cup Scarf, Blues two-
sided coolie cup and Budweiser
playing cards.

The Cardinals basket included a
Cardinals shot glass, men’s t-
shirt, toddler jersey, Cardinals hat,
Cardinals watch, Cardinals race
car, Cardinals beach towel and a
baseball.

As always, | look forward to
seeing you at our next meeting
on Feb 8. Until then stay safe
and stay healthy.

—~——— ~—~ ~—~ ~—~

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION

The date is set. We will be
painting the hall on March 6 &
7. MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

We will start at 9:00 AM on
Saturday and come back Sunday
if needed. Everyone from the
Legion family is invited to help.

We'll need people who can paint
and/or help with clean up. Please
call me at 314-303-6665 to let me
know if you can help. Thanks.

John Leonard, Squadron Commander
314-303-6665

POST FIRST VICE

Recently the American Legion
National Headquarters put
forward our new motto: “Veterans
Strengthening America”.

The vision and mission statement
along with the value principle and

motto help define the purpose of
the American Legion.

The Legion’s vision statement
declares our future and long-term
directional goals: “The American
Legion strengthens America by
improving the lives of our
Veterans, the military and their
families”.

The American Legion mission
statement declares how we intend
to fulfill our vision: “The American
Legion strengthens our
communities, states and nation
with programs and services for
our Veterans, the military and
their families”.

The Legion’s Value Principle
guides our business decisions
and actions. “A Veteran is a
Veteran”. The Legion embraces
all current and former members of
the military and endeavors to help
them transition into  their
communities.

Selfless service- “The American

Legion celebrates all who
contribute to something larger
than themselves and inspires

others to serve and strengthen
America”.

American Values and Patriotism-
“The Legion advocates for
upholding and defending the U.S.
Constitution, equal justice and
opportunity to everyone and
discrimination against no one,
youth  education, responsible
citizenship and honoring military
service by observing and
participating in  patriotic and
memorial events”.

POST 312 MEMBERSHIP

As of Jan 6, Post 312
membership sits at 84.65% with 3
new members and 17 transfers.
The 9™ District is at 78.82% and

the Department is in 215t place
with 79.32%. Our next target date
is February 10 with a goal of 85%.

Please stay vigilant in recruiting
new members or just check in on
ones you have not seen in a
while. Remember, we are an
organization formed to take care
of our Veterans. Thanks for all
that you do. For God and Country.

John Gonzales, 1st Vice Commander
314-707-3758

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE

Welcome to February. Maybe the
Groundhog will not see his
shadow and spring will be right
around the corner. Let us hope!

Do not forget to wish your special
Veteran a “Happy Valentine's
Day”.

If you have not paid your 2021
Auxiliary membership dues, now
is the time. We need 36 more to
reach our goal this year. We
have 238 paid and we thank you.

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary
15t Vice & Membership Chairman
636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell
lucillera@charter.net

AMERICANISM/
CHILDREN & YOUTH

Jacquelene Foster of Fort
Zumwalt East High School was
the winner of the 9" District
American Legion High School
Oratorical Contest held at Post
312 on Jan 10. Jacquelene was
representing St. Charles County.

Alexa Moss of Liberty Christian
Academy came in second,
representing Warren County.

Hunter Columbo of Owensville
High School came in third,
representing Gasconade County.
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Jacquelene will go on to complete
in the Zone One Contest in
Hannibal against other District
winners. We wish her good luck.
Respectfully submitted,

Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102
Americanism/Children & Youth

é}iﬁrxﬁo@ 9

Foxhole Open in February
Wednesday to Saturday @ 3 PM
Meeting Nights @ 5 PM

Small Hall Open during Foxhole
Hours for Social Distancing
(Non-Smoking)

Feb 6 Music by Larry & Jake

Feb 13 Mardi Gras Party
Musicby S & G

Feb 20 Music by Jackie D

Feb 28 Boston Dave Karaoke
February Birthdays

Greetings from your Foxhole. |
hope that all of you are doing fine
as we try to get thru this
pandemic and Winter.

Please continue to comply with
the guidelines from the County,
City and Post when in the
Foxhole! Thank you in advance!!

Please get your shot!! This is the
only way we can get out of this
pandemic!! The VA, St. Charles
County and local area hospitals
are all registering people for
COVID-19 vaccinations. See
page 1 of this Clarion. Thanks in
advance.

Starting in  February, the
bartender will ask to see your
2021 membership card before
you can be served. This is our
normal yearly requirement to

verify that only members are
allowed in the Foxhole along with
guests sponsored by members.
Please sign in your guest(s)!
Thank you in advance.

On Jan 14, Jackie DeWeese sang
and had a great karaoke crowd in
the small hall. Lots of new
singers and fun was had by all!
Jack said Boston Dave helped
immensely by bringing a bunch of
his followers from VFW Post
2866. Thanks Dave, for your
support!!

In February we will be having our
bowling competitions on 2/3 and
2/17, darts on 2/10 & 2/24.
Shuffleboard to be announced, so
check in often.

Come out to join in on the fun
whether you participate in the
competition or cheer on the
players! Lots of fun plus great for
the bar ring!!

| want to personally “Thank” all of
you who support the Foxhole!! It
is YOUR bar so please continue
to help keep it going! Cheers!

Dean Irwin, Bar Chairman
636-926-0793

FOXHOLE SPORTS
Bowling, Wed Feb 3 & 17
Darts, Wed Feb 10 & 24
Shuffleboard, to be Announced

12/16 bowling results:

15t place — Kevin & Jay
2"d place — Dean & Sean
3" place — Jeanne & Rich
4" place — Stan & Mary B

12/17 shuffleboard results:

15t place — Royce & Rich
2"d place — Dan & Kerry
3" place — Diane & Jill

4™ place — Mark & Mary M

12/23 darts results:

15t place — Kerry
2"d place — Rich
3" place — Don
4™ place — Mary B

12/30 bowling results:

15t place — Kevin & Dean
2"d place — Jay & Rich
3" place — Kerry & Mary B

1/20 bowling results:

15t place — Rich & Jay
2"d place —Stan & Mary B
3" place — Kevin & Sean
4™ place — Betty & Dean

~—~ ~—~ ~—~

Congratulations to Pam L, winner
of the December 50/50 Raffle.

Another 50/50 Raffle is on sale
now, drawing the last day of the
month. You do not have to be
present to win.

We are also raffling off a Weber
Smokefire Grill which retails for
$1199. Tickets are $10 each or 3
for $25. Drawing on April 10.

Tickets are available from the
bartender on duty.

~———

Mardi Gras

A Foxhole Event
February 13 at 6:30 PM

7 PM Mardi Gras-inspired food

7:30 PM Corn Hole & Beer Pong
Tournaments
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Clothing is required, costumes are | 844-698-2311 Paul Rabold
fun but not necessary. https://www.va.gov/welcome-Kkit/ Bill Reilly
- Shirley Sanders
It is HURRICANE SEASON hope VA Education 888-442-4551 Jack Smith

to see you there and having FUN.
xhole Staff 636-724-9712

- s

Your Fo
J

MEATLOAF DINNER

Our Curbside Meatloaf Dinner
continues to be a big success and
set another record in January.

Thank you for volunteering,
attending, spreading the word on
Facebook and inviting your
friends and family. This has truly
been a group effort by the Post
312 Family and we appreciate
your support.

The next Meatloaf Dinner will be
Tuesday March 16.

We invite you to join us in
attending the Kiwanis Annual
Pancake Day on Feb 16 at
Gingham’s Restaurant.

Spaghetti Dinners will return
once we can offer dine-in service
again. The schedule of which
dinner and when they will be held
is yet to be determined.

OTHER HELPFUL VA LINKS

VA Hotline 855-948-2311

VA Healthcare 877-222-8387
https://www.va.qov/health-
care/apply/application/introduction

VA Compensation
800-827-1000
https://www.va.gov/disability/

VA Additional Benefits

https://www.va.gov/education/

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Feb 6 Music by Larry & Jake

Feb 13 Mardi Gras Party
Music by S& G

Feb 20 Music by Jackie D

Feb 27 Boston Dave & Karaoke
February Birthdays

Feb 27 CANCELLED 40 & 8
Night at the Races

Mar 6 Paint the Hall
Call 314-303-6665
to volunteer

Mar 16 Meatloaf Dinner

Apr 10 Drawing for Weber
Smokefire Grill Raffle

CLARION MAIL CREW

Thank you to everyone who
responded to Bill Reilly’s request
for help with the Clarion mailings.

This is one of those unseen but
crucial links in the chain of people
and events that bring you this
newsletter every month.

They fold, collate, sort, seal and
attach labels to close to 1,000
copies of the Clarion every month.
Our thanks to everyone who
participates. We couldn’t do it
without you!

Ken Borgmeyer
Al Hagedorn
Ron Huefmeier
Stan Kinworthy
Pat Lang

Rich Middendorf
Clair Navarrette

Mary Middendorf Clarion Editor
Middendorf422@gmail.com
636-328-2222

VA Secretary Robert Wilkie
discusses recent VA
accomplishments

Coping with crisis and emergency
situations is nothing new to VA.
We trace our birth back to the
Civil War, when an exhausted
President Lincoln called on
America to care for everyone who
took up arms in that bloody battle.

VA evolved in leaps and bounds
when World War |l called for a
nationwide system to care for the
men and women who liberated
Europe.

In 2020, VA faced a very different
kind of crisis in the form of
COVID-19, and it became VA’s
responsibility once more to see
our Veterans through it.

Many would agree that VA
probably wasn’t up to this task
just a few short years ago, but
over the last few years, VA was
reborn.

Today our approval rating
stands at about 90% for health
care, and among our fastest
growing population — women — we
have an 86% approval rating.

We did it by listening to our
employees and the Veterans we
serve. | visited every state in the
union and nearly every territory to
talk to Veterans.

Veterans had been demanding
options outside of VA care for
years, and we delivered real,
permanent choice to them
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through the MISSION Act. Now,
millions of Veterans are getting
care right in their communities
and are finally at the center of
their own health care decisions.

full article available at:
veteransaffairs@messages.va.gov
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