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COMMANDER DAN 

Welcome to the month of 
February. I hope that everyone is 
doing well. It looks like winter has 
finally reached us. On January 14 
and 15 we got our first measurable 
snow fall of about two and a half 
inches. The cold temperatures 
have followed the snow. I am 
ready for springtime myself. 

 I wish to say thank you to 
everyone who attended the New 
Year’s Eve party. We had plenty of 
good food and good music. I hope 
you will plan to attend the party 
next year. 

 It is with sadness that I inform you 
of the passing of Steve Sanders, 
son of Shirley Sanders. Please 
keep Shirley and Steve’s family in 
your thoughts and prayers, along 
with our Military, First Responders 
and Legion Family. 

 It is official that Boys and Girls 
State is moving to Lindenwood 
University June 10 - 18. Our Post 
will be the Host Post of the event. 
Many volunteers will be needed, 
and I ask you to consider helping. 
I will try to keep all informed as 
plans are made. 

The next Post and Auxiliary 
meetings are Feb 14. Please 
attend if possible. We did not have 
enough members in attendance at 
the January meeting for a quorum 
to vote on Post business. 

Upcoming events at the Post: 

Feb 5 Legion Baseball Trivia 
Post 312 Fundraiser 

Feb 27 Chili Cook-Off 
in the Foxhole 

March 5 Night at the Races 
40 & 8 Fundraiser 

Please attend these events and 
support our fundraising. 

The Activity board met on Jan 12 
to discuss upcoming events. I will 
keep everyone informed as dates 
approach. Please attend when you 
can and show your support for the 
Post.  

 I again wish to thank the 
volunteers who help out. Please 
consider joining us when you can. 

Please renew your membership as 
soon as you can. The 100% goal 
can be attained. 

If you have an ideal or suggestion 
to improve an event or future 
project, let me know.  

Please continue doing your Buddy 
Checks by phone or in person. It 
can mean so much to that friend. 

Until next month,  

God Bless America. 

Commander Dan 

Daniel Sauer, Post Commander 
314-808-8438 dsauer@aol.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

POST CHAPLAIN 

Since the last report, three 
Legionnaires have passed: Jack 
Boschert, Dick Saip, and Virgil 
Holloway. No Legion Services 
were requested. Please keep their 
families in your thoughts and 
prayers. 

The members on the Post funeral 
call list were informed of the 
passing of SAL member Steve 
Sanders.  

The SAL held a service for Steve 
during visitation. Thanks to the 
many Post members who attended 
and contributed to his funeral 
lunch at the Post.  

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain 
middendorf802@gmail.com 

636-328-6996 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE 

As of this writing we still need forty-
four members to reach our goal. 
National will be sending out 
renewal notices to those who have 
not paid their 2022 dues. Your 
dues are very important as the 
numbers do count in Congress 
when we are trying to get benefits 
for our veterans. Just think of your 
own veteran if there were no 
benefits for them. Each one of you 
count. 

You can send your dues to me at 
the address below, drop it off at the 
Foxhole or pay online at 
www.alaforveterans.org the 
National website. 

You can also go to that website to 
check for scholarship applications. 
If you have any questions, please 
contact me. 

Do not forget your Veteran on 
Valentine’s Day!!  

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 
1st Vice & Membership Chairman 

8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304 
636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell 

  lucillera@charter.net 

mailto:lucillera@charter.net
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40 & 8 NIGHT AT THE RACES 

After a year’s absence due to 
COVID, 40 & 8 Voiture #1541 is 
up and running again. We would 
like to invite all Post 312 members, 
their families, and friends to our 
upcoming annual Night at the 
Races fundraiser.  

The event will be held in the small 
hall at Post 312 on Sat Mar 5. 
Doors open at 6 PM, races start 
promptly at 7 PM.  

Admission is $10. Racing forms, 
draft beer, and soda are included 
in the admission price. A fully 
stocked cash bar will also be 
available. Please feel free to bring 
in your own appetizers or snacks.  

Due to liquor license restrictions, 
no outside alcohol is allowed. The 
hall is smoke free. There will be 
plenty of time between races for a 
smoke break should you need 
one.  

We will have a 50/50, raffle 
baskets, and prizes for non-
winning tickets. Yes, even when 
you lose, you still qualify for a 
prize. What a deal!  

Our feature raffle basket will be a 
Cardinals basket which contains 
two all-inclusive tickets to the Sun 
May 15 game at 1:15 
PM Cardinals versus the Giants in 
the Perficient Red Jacket Club, 
Row A, Seats 1 & 2. 

All proceeds from the event go 
towards our Nurses Training and 
Child Welfare programs. Every 
year we sponsor three nurses 

currently attending school with a 
monetary scholarship.  

Should you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact our 
event coordinator Leon Hill at 
home 636-387-0671 or cell 314-
406-2260, email lhill2@aol.com.  

Flyers will be posted in the 
Foxhole and Post members Al 
Schultz, Jerry Hoeft, Norman 
Stephan, Don Newman, Dan 
Sauer and Rich Middendorf can 
also help with questions as well. 
We sincerely hope you can join us 
to support our programs.  

C. J. New 
Chef de Gare Voiture #1541 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

POST 312 BASEBALL NEWS 

Our popular Trivia Night is set for 
Sat Feb 5. Doors will open at 6:15 
PM, the action starts at 7:00 PM. 
Reference the attached flier for 
more details. 

Tom Rhoads and Russ Klicker 
attended the Missouri State High 
School Coaches Association 
meeting Jan 14-15 in Jefferson 
City.  

Our baseball booth was set up with 
flyers to hand out and videos of 
Legion World Series to watch. We 
donated 2 Fungo bats that had 
“American Legion Baseball Since 
1925” engraved on the barrels.  

Conference Chair Tony Perkins, 
also Francis Howell HS varsity 
coach and Missouri High School 
Baseball Coaches Assn 
(MHSBCA) Hall of Famer received 
one of our bats. 

 

Our Senior and Junior teams are 
busy with winter training which 
lasts thru February. They start 
their high school season the first of 
March, and our American Legion 
season begins the end of May. 

We are currently working with St 
Charles High, Duchesne High, and 
the Park District to make more 
improvements to our home field at 
Blanchette Park. A new 
scoreboard is in the works, and we 
hope our Trivia Night raises 
enough funds for us to contribute 
our share. 

Russ Klicker 
ogemah123@gmail.com 

314-705-9147 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

MEATLOAF DINNER 

Tue Feb 22 ~ 4:30 – 6 PM 
Curbside or Dine-In 

Text or Call 636-328-6996  
by Thu Feb 17 to order 

$10 for meatloaf, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, green beans, dinner roll 
and homemade dessert.  

The Foxhole will be open 3-8 PM. 

mailto:lhill2@aol.com
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POST FIRST VICE 

American Legion National 
Commander Paul E. Dillard’s 
theme is “No Veteran Left 
Behind.” Those words have been 
at the very core of our existence as 
the premier Veterans’ Service 
Organization since our inception in 
1919. 

Decade after decade, we have 
delivered on the promise of taking 
care of Veterans. Our strength in 
advocating for those few selfless 
who currently wear or have worn 
the uniform of our nation has 
always been our unified voice.  

That voice is projected in the halls 
of congress and in our local 
communities. To preserve the 
legacy of our American Legion in 
veteran advocacy, we must 
maintain our ranks as well.  

Every few decades a crisis in our 
military ranks occurs and must be 
addressed head-on. We have 
delivered quality healthcare, 
education, and dignified treatment 
for our veterans. Over 800,000 
brave Americans have served in 
Afghanistan. Our veterans may be 
suffering from the visible and 
invisible scars of that war. We, the 
American Legion, are the family 
that must embrace our fellow 
service members and help save 
this generation from their most 
prevalent problem of veteran 
suicide. 

Working membership is never 
ending. We are recruiting from an 
extraordinarily small pool of 
selfless Americans who have 
served this nation during a critical 

time in their lives who may still 
work to pay the bills and be 
available to tend to their children. 

Once we recruit them into our 
ranks, we must work diligently to 
give them cause to continue their 
membership. We know there are 
challenges to recruiting and 
retention, but we as Veterans are 
defined by our willingness and 
ability to overcome challenges. 

Our greatest recruiting and 
retention tool is honesty. Our 
mandate is to simply be the best 
version of a Veteran Service 
Organization as possible, guided 
by our principles and our four 
pillars.  

It means we work tirelessly to 
improve our image in the 
communities we serve. It means 
that we are there when the veteran 
needs us. We meet them when 
and where they need us, not when 
it is convenient for us. We must 
work to provide solutions to 
problems - past, present, and 
future. We take care of our own. 

National Commander Dillard has 
asked us to put our best foot 
forward and recruit 103% of last 
year’s goal. He asks us to retain 
90% of our present membership. 
Retaining them in the American 
Legion is about delivering on 
taking care of our Veterans. 

I humbly ask that you join me in the 
effort to grow our ranks. As of 
today, Post 312 is at 84.51% of 
goal. We have 513 members paid. 
Our goal for this year is 607. 
Thanks for your support in 
attaining our goal. 

For God and Country. 

John Gonzales, 1st Vice Commander 
314-707-3758 

 

POST SERVICE OFFICER 

To avoid future complications 

acquiring your FREE military 

headstone or a marker for your 

family headstone from the VA, 

please fill out Form 40-1330 before 

you need it. Even if you do not plan 

to be buried in a military cemetery, 

you are entitled to a free 

headstone or marker.  

We recommend   you complete 

Form 40-1330 now and store it 

along with your DD-214 and other 

important papers. Forms are 

available in the Foxhole, or you 

can contact me for one. 

Don Newman Jr, Service Officer 

636-949-0440 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

We will have a Bingo meeting on 
Wed Feb 23 and the last 
Wednesday of each month. 

All Bingo captains and workers are 
invited to attend along with anyone 
interested in joining our ranks.  

Bring your family and friends and 
join us for an evening of Bingo.  

Ben Stockamp, Bingo Chairman 
636-219-5438 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

Feb 5 Legion Baseball Trivia 

Feb 12 Music by Jackie D 

Feb 19 Music by S & G 

Feb 26 Boston Dave Karaoke 

Feb 27 Chili Cook-Off 

Mar 5 Night at the Races 

Mar 5 Music Michael Feldman 

Mar 17 St Patrick’s Day 
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AMERICANISM/ 
CHILDREN & YOUTH 

Evan Becker, the winner of the 

Post 312 High School Oratorical 

Contest went on to win both the 9th 

District and the Zone One Contest. 

A Senior at Francis Howell North 

High School, Evan has won a 

$16,000 per year scholarship to 

Drury University in Springfield MO. 

Evan will now proceed to the MO 

State finals on Feb 27. Four 

winners at the State level will 

receive $5000, $2500, $2250, and 

$2000 scholarships.  

The winner of Missouri State 

contest will go to the National 

finals the weekend of April 22-24 in 

Indianapolis IN where the big 

scholarship dollars are won. 

The brightest students you will 

ever meet, they will go on to 

become our future leaders of 

America.  

This year will be the first year that 

our American Legion Boys State 

program will be held on the 

campus of Lindenwood University.  

The program is titled “A Week to 

Shape a Lifetime.”  High School 

juniors from across Missouri will 

attend the week-long program 

June 11-18.  

All high school juniors completing 

the program will receive two or 

three college credit hours. These 

students will recreate the functions 

of City, County and State 

government in just one week.  

Our St. Charles American Legion 

Post 312 will be the Host Post for 

this State-wide program. 

Stay tuned for additional 

announcements about this exciting 

educational program which is now 

held in the heart of St. Charles. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102 

Americanism/Children & Youth/ 
Public Relations/Law & Order/ 

Honor Guard Captain 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
COLOR/HONOR GUARD 

The Color Guard is in serious need 
of additional members. Presently 
there are only four members, and 
it is extremely difficult to participate 
in a ceremony if one of the four 
members is unable to be there. 

The Color Guard needs at least 
two more members for a total of six 
to represent Post 312. Legion, 
SAL, and Auxiliary members 
can be in the Color Guard. 

Our Post Color Guard has a long 
tradition of participating in 
community events such as the 
4th of July Parade, Memorial Day 
and Veterans Day as well as other 
Veteran functions including Legion 
Funeral Services. 

If anyone is interested or has any 
questions or concerns do not 
hesitate to call, text, or email me or 
call our Color Guard Captain Larry 
DuFour at 636-441-7102. 
Joe Diel, Post 2nd Vice Commander314-

913-9567 
Forbes1941@charter.net 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ORCHARD FARM VFW 4219 

BAR-B-QUE 

SUN FEB 20 

Noon to 5 PM  
OR UNTIL SOLD OUT 

Pork Steaks, Bratwurst  
and Hot Dogs, Plates or 

Sandwiches 

 

Scooted thru January fast, 
February here we come! 

I know it has been said many times 
many ways, but thank you, thank 
you, thank you to all who 
participate in the many events we 
sponsor or provide the space for. It 
is all about you the members (aka 
family) that makes it all worthwhile. 

If you haven’t already, mark your 
calendars for the Chili Cook-Off 
Feb 27. Phyllis has lined up the 
judges for the event. If interested 
in entering, sign up, if interested in 
sampling the entries after judging, 
simply show up. I for one am 
looking forward to trying YOUR 
favorite recipe.  

Don’t let the cold keep you away. 
We can offer up hot tea, hot 
chocolate, or a hot toddy to keep 
you warm. But if you want a cold 
beer, we have that too and more. 

Hope to see you soon. 

Kris Marsden, Bar Manager 
636-219-5282 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Congratulations to Debbie M, 
winner of the Dec 50/50 Raffle.  

New raffle every month in the 
Foxhole. Winner drawn on the last 
day of the month. 


