The Clarion

St. Charles American Legion Post 312
February 2023

COMMANDER DAN

Welcome to the month of February
2023. | hope everyone is doing well. Already into
the second month and shortest of the new year.

On the weekend of December 17th and 18th the
post got some new used office furniture. A
special thank you to Judi Sovanski and her
employer who made it possible to obtain the
much-needed furniture. Their generous gift is
appreciated. | would also like to give special
thanks to members of the Sons of American
Legion and American Legion members who
loaded and setup new furniture. If you get a
chance, stop by the office, and check it out. The
bingo workers also got some very nice chairs on
the stage.

Calendar of events for February:

Feb 4 Legion Baseball Trivia

Feb 12 Super Bowl SAL Party

Feb 13 Legion and Auxiliary meetings
Feb 26 Foxhole Chili Cook-off

Feb 28 Family Dinner

Calendar of events for March:

Mar 4 40 & 8 A Night at the Races

Mar 5 District 9 mtg Post 297 Union 9 AM
Mar 13 Legion and Auxiliary meetings
Mar 17 St. Patrick’s Day Corned Beef Dinner
Mar 28 Family Dinner

Further events might be added so check the
website, Foxhole bulletin board or post phone
message recording at 636-947-7666.

Our Bingo has been doing very well. Thanks to
Ben and all the volunteers who make it possible
and the players too.

Consider volunteering to work bingo or
other projects.

We are attempting to compile a list of members
with special skills electrical, carpentry and so on.
Let Larry Carron know.

Foxhole has entertainment on Saturday nights.
Stop by and support the Foxhole. Some activities
50/50, music, bowling, and solving puzzles on
Wheel of Fortune.

Please renew your membership if you have not
already done so. Our Post took first place in
membership for our post size. Thanks to Brian
and Julia working on the membership.

American Legion Dept of MO has invited me to
participate in the Lincoln Pilgrimage in Springfield
lllinois and will be picking up the tab for my
attendance. | am proud to represent Post 312 at
this event on Feb 11 and 12.

| ask everyone to be the one and conduct your
buddy checks in person or by card. Please keep
those who are ill, legion family, military, first
responders and their families in your daily
thoughts and prayers.

Remember we live in the greatest country on
earth. THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and
GOD BLESS AMERICA. Until next month

Daniel N Sauer, Post Commander
dsauer@aol.com 314-808-8438

Effective with the April 2023 issue, you will no
longer receive a Clarion by mail unless you
have subscribed by a call or text to 636-328-
6996 or an email to Clarionpost312@

gmail.com by March 20.

You can also find each issue in the Foxhole and
on the Post 312 website at alpost312mo.org.

Post 636-947-7666 Hall Rental 314-952-8833

Foxhole 636-724-9712 www.alpost312mo.org
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POST CHAPLAIN

Since the last report, two legionnaires have
passed.

David Boschert and Richard Pundmann

No Legion services were requested. Please keep
their families in your thoughts and prayers.

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain
middendorf802@gmail.com 636-328-6996

POST FIRST VICE

MEMBERSHIP

" Hello fellow Vets. | was
asked to insert this into my article so here is my
Public Service announcement:

St. Charles Kiwanis Club Pancakes
Feb 21,12 -7 PM, $8
Blanchette Park 636-946-2938

Now that our holiday season has passed here,
we are moving forward. | am so proud that so
many have stepped up and either joined our local
legion or our local work force. You are amazing,
and amazingly appreciated. Sometimes as
leaders, we forget to do the most basic things,
like a simple thank you or job well done. It's so
easy and often forgotten. | will do my best to
show my appreciation every week or other times
we meet.

| am still looking for improvement suggestions,
the only thing | do not want is complaints without
a suggestion to fix. We may or may not choose
the suggestion, however if no suggestion is
submitted its reach will be limited. The quickest
way to get your suggestion forwarded is to
champion it yourself. | realize not everyone can
be a spokesperson so for suggestions, | will do
my best to champion. We are moving in the right

direction, but everyone must help if you want to
see success and success quickly.

Changes are difficult to perform and accept so
sometimes they may take a little time, but the
change is not forgotten.

Small items change, Friday nights prior to
BINGO, we now recite the “Pledge of Allegiance.”
Other changes to come. For instance, if you
wish to keep receiving the Clarion by mail
monthly, please let us know. We are looking for
ways to better use our resources. The Clarion will
still be available in the Foxhole or online at our
website alpost312mo.org.

mylegion.org is a place to pay your dues
(reminder as of January 2023 are $50).

Brian Bush, 15t Vice Commander Post 312
Bbush2005@qgmail.com 636.698.5495

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

You CAN have your cake and eat it too! A
number of us ate some delicious cake

for a while after our last meeting, thanks to
Tricia’s Cake Walk! Everyone had fun

dancing around the numbers and winning a cake
to take home. So much fun! And the dollars
raised went to the AEF, or Auxiliary Emergency
Fund. For those unfamiliar with this, it is a
national grant assistance program that provides
temporary emergency assistance to eligible
members of the American Legion Auxiliary up to
$2400 as the result of an act of nature or other
personal crisis. Thank you, Tricia!

February tends to be a quieter month for our
activities, so it is the perfect time to think about
getting your reports together. If you are a
committee chair, it is vital that you report on all
the things that are done under your committee.
March 5 is the next District Meeting, and all the
District Committee Chairs will appreciate it if you
send your report a week before the meeting.
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Yes, let us be THAT Unit! 100% reporting,
something from every committee, even if it’s just AUXILARY CHAPLAIN

a line or two. We are doing so many things
here...let’s let the rest of the District know we are
herel

Please do not let the word “report” scare you! All
you need to do is send in what was done and
what the outcome was. No statistics, no in-depth
analysis needed! Anyone wanting any help with
this, please just let me know.

If you are ever looking for more information on
the Auxiliary, visit the National website at legion-
aux.org. You may find more information on
committees and their purposes on the Facebook
pages. Each committee has one.

Also, if you are an Amazon shopper, you can
access your account through smile.amazon.com,
select the ALA Foundation, and Amazon will
donate .5% of your purchase to the ALA
Foundation. It costs you nothing more and will
happen with every purchase.

| look forward to seeing everyone at our next
meeting on Februaryl13.

Jan Irwin, Auxiliary President 636-699-9577

FIRST VICE

Let’s hope that the Groundhog doesn’t see his
shadow on February 2" and Spring is right
around the corner.

We would like to welcome our new member, Mary
Ahlert. As of this writing, we have 239 paid
members we need 39 more to reach our goal.
National will be sending out the second renewal
notice in the first part of February. If you have not
paid, please consider doing so. If you have any
name changes or address changes, please call,
text, or email me. Thank you!

Remember your special veteran on Valentine’s
Day and every day. Remember to thank a
Veteran for his/her service.

Lucille Armbruster, Aux1%t Vice & Membership
Chair lucillera@charter.net

8 Alma Dr, St. Charles Mo 63304
636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell

Greetings! For the next few months, we will be
updating our membership roster. | would
appreciate it if you would call or text me with your
current phone number. This will never be made
public. It is only for our records.

As always if you know of anyone who is sick, in
the hospital or just needs a little pick me up
please call me. Let’'s make this a great year. Be
kind and always try in some little way to pay it
forward!

Bam Kelly Auxiliary Chaplain 636-795-0283

AUXILARY GIVING TREES

WOW! The outpouring of generosity
towards our giving trees from the
legion family and friends was
wonderful. Two active military families
had a wonderful Christmas because of our post
family and friends opening their hearts.

Kris Marsden’s truck was the sleigh and Jeanne
Steinhoff was the other elf who helped with the
delivery of the gifts.

Thank you to Jeanne and Stan Steinhoff, Nancy
Ebert, Brigitte Strange and Harry Rahn for
helping to wrap all the gifts. We delivered over 120
gifts. Thank you to Joe Diel who packed the truck.
Thank you.

Mary Bandini, Aux 2" Vice 314-707-2680

POP TOPS

~ The Auxiliary continues to
collect pop tops from
aluminum cans to support the
Ronald McDonald House.

Please save yours and drop them off at the
Foxhole or bring them to a meeting. Thank you.
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Bﬁ VETERANS HOME BINGO

The next Veterans Home Bingo will be March 16.

We leave the Post at 6 PM. Please call ahead of
time if you want a ride. IF YOU HAVE LAP
ROBES OR WHEELCHAIR BAGS to donate,
please let us know. JOIN US FOR A FUN TIME!

Veterans Home Bingo Chairs

Mary Diel & Rich Middendorf
314-910-2992 or 636-328-6996

7% SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION

Next Meeting Mon. Feb 6 at 6:30 PM.

Please join us for the Super Bowl Game/Party
Feb 12.

John Leonard, Squadron Commander
314-303-6665

##% AMERICAN LEGION
#5  RIDERS

\\adECJ )
Next Meeting Mon Feb 6 at 6 pm

Tony Rumbo, ALR Director
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683

AMERICANISM/
p 1 CHILDREN &
=% | S YOUTH/COLOR GUARD

Jana Rawashdeh, a junior at Francis Howell
North High School, has won the High School
Oratorical Constitutional Speech Contest at Post
312, the 9" District and the Zone 1 Contest
(Districts 1, 2, 8 and 9 which is 25% of Missouri)
and now goes on to compete in the state
finals Feb 26.

The four high school oratorical contestants there
will receive $5,000, $2,500, $2250, and $2000
scholarship respectively for speaking on the U.S.

Constitution live before an audience without
notes.

The winner of the Dept of MO state finals will
receive another $2,000 scholarship from our
National Organization and all expenses paid for
the contestant and a parent to travel to
Indianapolis in April for the National finals.

Stay tuned for updates on how these educated
youth of today are moving forward and upward
on becoming tomorrow’s leaders.

As the 9" District Boys State Chairman, I'm very
busy with this outstanding Americanism Program
in which High School juniors from across
Missouri will attend our American Legion Boys
State Program on the campus of Lindenwood
University June 24 to July 1 and in “A WEEK TO
SHAPE A LIFETIME’ will recreate city, county,
and state government. They will receive two or
three college credit hours for completing the
course.

Respectfully submitted,
Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102 Americanism/
Children & Youth/Law &Order/Color Guard Capt

TUE FEB 28, 4:30 - 6 PM
Curbside or Dine-In
Text or Call 636-328-6996

by Thu Feb 23 to order

$10 for spaghetti & meatballs, salad, dinner roll
and your choice of homemade pineapple upside
down cake, brownies or cherry cobbler. If you
have dessert requests, please let us know.

Foxhole Open 3 PM.
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Happy New Years to all, | wanted you to know
your bar committee has completed its annual
“Cleaning day” where all walls are washed down,
the bar gear is pulled out and cleaned behind,
and the smoke eaters taken apart for a deep
clean. A big shout out to the Bar Committee and
others who put aside their day and into the
evening to complete the arduous task.

For February’s entertainment, we have
Michael Feldman playing on Feb 4,

Jackie D will perform on Febl1l
Boston Dave Karaoke Feb 25.
music goes from 7-10 PM on these Saturdays.

Save the following dates for fun in The Foxhole.
Flyers with details to be posted at The Foxhole
and online.

Feb 12 Super Bowl Party sponsored by the
Sons of The American Legion.

Kansas City is currently the #1 seed in the
playoffs. Come in and watch them on their way to
the Super Bowl on Sundays before then.

Feb 26, Our Annual Chili Cook-off
Chefs sign up at The Foxhole, see the Bulletin
Board.

Friday March 17, St. Patrick’s Day with a rumor
that our (Bingo) Chef Brandon from will prepare
Corned Beef and Cabbage this year for the
Bingo crowd and the Post.

Don’t forget our monthly 50/50 drawings,
proceeds will be earmarked to help fund a new
digital sign for the Post.

The Foxhole Committee invites you to come
often, drink responsibly and tip well.

Kris Marsden, Bar Manager 636-219-5282
Larry Carron Bar Chairman 636-345-6106

40 & 8 Annual

40 & 8 Voiture 1541 would like to invite all Post
312 members, their families, and friends to the
upcoming annual “Night at the Races” fundraiser.

The event will be held in the small hall at Post
312 on Saturday March 4. Doors open at 6. The
races start promptly at 7.

Admission to the event is $15.For that price you
will receive a racing form, draft beer, and soda.
Should you desire something other than draft
beer or soda, a fully stocked “cash” bar will be
available. Please feel free to bring in any
appetizers or snacks. Due to liquor license
restrictions, no outside alcohol is permitted.

The hall is smoke free. There will be plenty of
time between races for a smoke break should
you need one.

We will have a 50/50, raffle baskets, and prizes
for non-winning tickets. Yes, even when you
lose, you still qualify for a prize. What a deal! Our
feature raffle basket will be a Cardinals basket
which contains two all-inclusive tickets to the
Wednesday May 17, 6:45 game versus the
Brewers in the Perficient Red Jacket Club, Row
A, Seats 3 & 4. The Cardinals have gone
paperless so you will need the MLB App on your
phone.

All proceeds from the event go towards our
Nurses Training and Child Welfare programs.

Every year we sponsor three nurses currently
attending school with a monetary scholarship.
Should you have any questions, please feel free
to contact our event coordinator Leon Hill at
Home (636)387-0671, Cell (314)406-2260, or
email lhill2@aol.com. Post members Al Schultz,
Jerry Hoeft, Norman Stephan, Don Newman,
Dan Sauer, and Rich Middendorf can also help
with questions. Flyers will be posted in the
Foxhole as well. We sincerely hope you can
make it to support our programs.

C J. New
Chef de Gare Voiture #1541
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POST 312 LEGION
BASEBALL NEWS

Our Trivia Night is Sat Feb 4. Contact Kevin Jett
at 314-393-8225 to register a table, submit an
auction basket or sponsor a round.

Kevin Jett, a 312 baseball legend, is being
inducted into the STL Amateur Baseball Hall of
Fame. Kevin had a stand-out career as a player
and then coaching. He touched the lives of many
ballplayers. Kevin will MC our Trivia Night again
this year.

We have met with all the college Head Coaches
in the St Louis and St Charles areas to discuss
and energize them regarding our program.
Exciting changes are in the works. We are
leveraging our status statewide and our place in
the baseball community. We develop about
1,300 players across the state each year, which
makes us a powerful force.

| hope everyone has heard about our big game
at Busch Stadium scheduled for Aug 6, 2023. It
is MO vs IL with the best Legion players from
both states squaring off for bragging

rights. Tickets, bus trips, etc. will be announced
soon.

We are also rostering former Legion players
(currently playing college ball) on a new Legion
team in the highly scouted STL Metro Collegiate
Baseball League. This league plays on STL high
school fields in June and July.

Please support us this coming season by
attending a game or two. Baseball is a journey,
let’s help the players and their families enjoy it.

Russell Klicker, Post 312 Baseball Manager
314-705-9147

Feb 4, Legion Baseball Trivia Night
Feb 12, SAL Superbowl Party

Feb 28, Spaghetti Dinner

Mar 4, 4088 A Night at the Races

POST 312 SENIOR MENS BOWLING
TEAM

Larry Tennison, Lynn Barteau, Paul Echle Tom
Smalley, Les Huster, Bob Cradik, Randy Salathe,
Tom Goodnick

FOXHOLE COOKIE BAKE-OFF

The Cookie Bake off was a sweet success,
pictured is 9 of the 11 entries.

Thank you to all who entered, and to Phyllis Clark
who organized it, and her helper Bam Kelly.

1st place winner Jaxen Marsden

2nd place winner Mary Middendorf

3rd place winner Bam Kelly
CONGRATULATIONS!!!

Next Month Jaxen Marsden’s Prize Winning
ROLLO CANDY COOKIE RECIPE
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
SAVE THE DATE Xbox Bowling Foxhole Open 3pm Bingo Legion Baseball Trivia
Mar 4 A Night at the Races 6:30pm in the Foxhole 6:30 pm in the Hall 7 pm in the Hall
Mar 17 St Pat Corned Beef Foxhole Open 3 pm
Mar 28 Spaghetti Dinner Music by Mike Feldman
7 PM in the Foxhole
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Foxhole Open Legion Riders Mtg 6pm Foxhole Closed Foxhole Open 3 pm Foxhole Open 3pm Bingo Jackie D Music
Noon-6pm SAL Meeting 7 pm 6:30 pm in the Hall 7 PM in the Foxhole
Foxhole Open 5pm
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
SAL Super Bowl | Legion & Auxiliary VALENTINES DAY Xbox Bowling Foxhole Open 3 pm Bingo Foxhole Open 3pm

Party Foxhole
Foxhole Open 3
Game at 5:30 pm

Meetings 7:30 pm
Exec Bds 6 & 6:30 pm

Foxhole open 5 PM

Foxhole Closed

6:30pm in the Foxhole
Foxhole Open 3 pm

6:30 pm in the Hall

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Foxhole Open Clarion Articles Due Foxhole open 3 pm Last Day to Order Bingo
Noon-6pm ClarionPost312@amail.com Foxhole Closed Spaghetti Dinner, Text | 6:30 pm in the Hall Boston Dave Karaoke
) or Call 636-328-6996 7 PM in the Foxhole
All contributors welcome
Foxhole Closed Foxhole Open 3pm
Foxhole Open 3pm
26 27 28
Chili Cook-off Foxhole Closed Spaghetti Dinner
Foxhole Open Dine-In or Curbside
Noon-6pm 4:30-6pm

Foxhole Open 3 pm




