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COMMANDER DAN

Welcome to the month of March.
March 1st is fast approaching and
I’m thinking about opening day of
trout fishing season. | might

have to wet a line. | hope spring
gets here soon. | am over the
snow thing and cold temperatures
myself. Hope everyone is well.

March 14

Legion and Auxiliary Meetings
7:30 PM, Exec Board 6 & 6:30
Please attend meetings when
possible. Numerous items are
discussed and voted on. This is
your opportunity to make your
voice heard. Membership is going
well but if you have not

yet renewed, please do so.

The Squirrels held their annual
event recently at the Post. Thanks
to Don Newman, Joe Diel, Gary
Ball, John Leonard, Jeff Kull,
Ben Stockamp and Don Vogele
who helped setup or cleanup after
the event.

The Post Legion Baseball Trivia
was attended by a nice crowd on
Feb 5 benefitting our Post
baseball program.

The 40 & 8 Voiture 1541 Night at
the Races fundraiser was held
March 5 benefitting Nurses
Training and Child Welfare
Programs.

Please attend these events when
possible in support of our
fundraising efforts. Please think
about being a volunteer and lend
a helping hand.

Post Elections will be held in
June, If you are interested, let me
know in writing the office you wish
to be considered for.

Boys and Girls State will be held
June 11-18 on the campus of
Lindenwood University. | will try
and keep all informed as details
become available.

We will have another Post
Activities Meeting on April 13 at
6 PM to plan upcoming events at
the Post. All are welcome to
attend. We are always looking for
ways to improve and add
functions.

Please continue with your buddy
checks and remember members
that are ill. Just a phone call
means so much. Check on a
member who has not yet renewed
their membership to determine
why.

We are in some trying times in the
world. Please say a prayer that
military and citizen shall all be
protected. Until next month, keep
in your thoughts on our

first responders, military, Legion
members, their families and our
nation.

God Bless America

Commander Dan

Daniel Sauer, Post Commander
314-808-8438 dsauer@aol.com

POST CHAPLAIN

Since my last report, two
Legionnaires have passed:

Barney Vaughan
Chester McKinney

No Legion services were
requested. Please keep their
families in your thoughts and
prayers.

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain
middendorf802@gmail.com
636-328-6996

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

“Individual commitment to a group
effort — that is what makes a team
work, a company work, a society
work, a civilization work” Vince
Lombardi

| don’t know about all of you, but
I’'m ready for some sunshine and
flowers. While | enjoy winter —
once the holidays are over, I'm
ready to move on but obviously
Mother Nature and | disagree.

I’m happy to report that we are
closer to having a Kitchen
Manager and we look forward to
making that announcement

soon. We are so thankful to the
many volunteers who have
continued and/or stepped forward
to assist with the Friday Night
Bingo Kitchen. We are always
looking for additional help to cook,
serve, and clean. If you would like
to volunteer in any capacity,
please reach out to me and know

Post 636-947-7666

Hall Rental 314-952-8833

Foxhole 636-724-9712

www.alpost312mo.org
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Family.

| want to acknowledge some of
our Legion Family who have been
S0 generous with their time:
Lucille Armbruster, Mary
Bandini, Liz Carron, Marie
Clermont, Georgia Davis, Carly
Diel, Joe Diel, Mary Diel, Nancy
Ebert, Margaret Harper, Jan
Irwin, Bam Kelly, Mary
Middendorf, Brenda Richarz,
Dave Sovanski, Judi Sovanski,
Don Vogele, Jill Wooldridge,
Jennifer Slater, Elaine Vollmar,
and Cindy Wahl. Hopefully |
didn’t forget anyone.

By now I'm sure everyone has
heard the news that Missouri
Girls State is scheduled for June
11-18 at Lindenwood

University. | would like to thank
our Girls State Committee: Carly
Diel, Claire Downey, and
Ashley Bouckaert for all the
work they put into interviewing
and selecting our 2022
candidates. This will be the first
time in the history of this program
that both “Missouri Boys State”
and “Missouri Girls State” will run
concurrently at the same
location. I’'m certain that our
entire American Legion family
here at Post 312 are proud to
share our community with these
fine young people and all the staff
from both programs.

Spring Luncheon is right around
the corner. Please save the date
of Tue May 3so that you may join
us. The Spring Luncheon is an
annual tradition of our Auxiliary to
raise funds that support

our Scholarships and Girls State
initiatives and it’s also a LOT OF
FUN!

Luncheon please reach out to me.
You can also contribute by
gathering donations and gift cards
to be used for our raffle baskets
and door prizes.

May we continue to keep our
Veterans and our enlisted men
and women in our thoughts and
prayers. | would like to share
this Irish Proverb with each of
you “May you live as long as you
want, and never want as long as
you live”.

Laura Diel, Auxiliary President
lauraldiel@gmail.com 636-219-7091

~—~ ~—~ ~—~ ~—~ ~

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE

As we welcome March let’s hope
we leave all the cold snowy
weather behind us. Spring is right
around the corner. We still need
36 more members to reach our
goal. Letters have been sent to
those who have not paid.

Please try to sign up new
members. If everyone helps, we
can reach our goal.

Within the last month we have lost
three more members. We are
draping the charter at every
meeting. Please keep these
families in your prayers.

Remember to thank your veteran
and all veterans for their service.

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary
15t Vice & Membership Chairman
8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304
636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell
lucillera@charter.net

The Auxiliary will be collecting
donations for Homeless Veterans
Care Kits in the Foxhole from
2/18/22 thru 3/16/22.

The following are recommended:

Tuna AND other canned meats,
POP TOPS ONLY

Fruit snacks AND applesauce
cups,

Granola AND cereal bars,

Crackers with peanut butter or
cheese filling,

Mints, Cough drops and Gum,
Fast food restaurant gift cards,

Shampoo, soap and lotions
(SAMPLE OR HOTEL SIZE),

Band aids and chap stick,

Combs and Small Brushes,
Hand wipes and nail clippers

NOTHING CONTAINING
ALCOHOL

ALL ITEMS MUST FIT INTO
GALLON ZIPLOC BAGS

Mary Diel, VA&R Chair
314-910-2992 maryl943@charter.net

FREE AT-HOME COVID TESTS
4 per residential address
www.covidtests.gov
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POST FIRST VICE

The American Legion National
Commander Paul E. Dillard’s
theme is “No Veteran Left
Behind”. Those words have been
at the very core of our existence
as the premier Veteran service
organization since our inception in
19109.

Decade after decade, we have
delivered on the promise of taking
care of our veterans. Our strength
in advocating for those few
selfless Americans who currently
wear and have worn the uniform
of our nation has always been our
unified voice. That voice is
projected in the halls of congress
and in our local communities.

To preserve the legacy of our
American Legion in Veteran
advocacy we must maintain the
guantity in our ranks as well.
Every few decades a crisis in our
military ranks occurs and must be
addressed head on. We have
delivered quality healthcare,
education, and dignified treatment
for our veterans.

Over 800,000 brave Americans
have served in Afghanistan. Our
veterans may be suffering from
the visible and invisible scars of
that war. We, the American
Legion, are the family that must
embrace our fellow
servicemember and help save this
generation from their most
prevalent problem of Veteran
suicide.

Working membership is never
ending. We are recruiting from an
extraordinarily small pool of
selfless Americans who have
served this nation during a critical
time in their lives who may still
work to pay the bills and be
available to tend to their children.

Once we recruit them into our
ranks, we must work diligently to
give them cause to continue their
membership. We know there are
challenges to recruiting and
retention, but we as Veterans are
defined by our willingness and
ability to overcome challenges.
Our greatest recruiting and
retention tool is honesty. Our
mandate is to simply be the best
version of a Veteran Service
Organization possible, guided by
our principles and our four pillars.

National Commander Dillard has
asked us to put our best foot
forward and recruit 103% of last
year’s goal. He asks us to retain
90% of our present membership.
Retaining them in the American
Legion is about delivering on
taking care of our veterans.

| humbly ask that you join me in
the effort to grow our ranks. As of
today, Post 312 is at 84.51% of
goal. We have 513 members

paid. Our goal for this year is 607.

Thanks for your support in
attaining our goal.

For God and Country.

John Gonzales, 1st Vice Commander
314-707-3758

AMERICANISM/
CHILDREN & YOUTH

High school juniors from across
Missouri will be coming to the
Lindenwood University campus in
St. Charles to attend our
American Legion Boys State
program June 11-18.

In this “A Week To Shape A
Lifetime” high school juniors will
recreate city, county and state
government in just one week and
earn 2 or 3 college credit hours
for doing so.

As the 9th District Chairman, | am
responsible for the attendance of
approximately 100 high school
juniors from the 8 counties of the
9" District. All of these students
have a high grade point average
and are some of the finest
students that you will ever meet.
These youth of today will be the
leaders of tomorrow.

Our Post 312 will be the host post
for this statewide Americanism
and Citizenship program. Stay
tuned for further announcements.

COLOR/HONOR GUARD

We are pleased to announce that
Cara Svoboda and Hershel
Williams have joined our two new
members to our Color/Honor
Guard team just in time for
upcoming events. Welcome
aboard and thanks for being a
part of our great team!!
Respectfully submitted,
Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102
Americanism/Children & Youth/

Public Relations/Law & Order/
Honor Guard Captain
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VETERANS AFFAIRS

Veterans exposed to burn pits in
the Gulf War era can now apply
for benefits. Last year the VA
announced it will start processing
claims related to burn pit
exposure. Claims can be made
for Asthma, Rhinitis and
Sinusitis.

Contact Tracy Vawter, Dept
Service Officer by email at
TRACY.DAVIS1@va.gov.

Don Newman, Post Service Officer
636-949-0440

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

Next meeting Mon Mar 7 at 6 PM.

Tony Rumbo, ALR Director
tone_nav@yahoo.com
314-707-4683

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION

Next meeting Mon Mar 7 at 6 PM.

John Leonard, Squadron Commander
314-303-6665

MOOLAH SHRINE CIRCUS
March 24 - 27

St. Charles Family Arena
Contact Don Newman

for tickets or more information
636-949-0440
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Join us for corned beef and
cabbage and drink specials on
Thu Mar 17 for St. Patrick’s Day.
Stay tuned for pricing after we
price the meat. We will start
serving food at 5 PM and Debbie
will be serving up some
interesting concoctions
throughout the day. May the Luck
of The Irish be with you.

For our Saturday night lineup of
talent, we welcome back:

Michael Feldmann on Mar 5,
Jackie D on Mar 12,
Boston Dave’s Karaoke Mar 26,

Please come out and help us
welcome Jamie Mack, a new
face on Mar 19.

The Foxhole is continuing the
50/50 raffles, running throughout
the month and drawn on the last
day of the month that we are
open. Many thanks to all the
members who participate, it is
greatly appreciated.

With the proceeds of the 50/50
and various other raffles, we were
able to purchase the flooring that
will replace the existing carpet in
the Foxhole. We will be closed
Sun Mar 20 to remove the
furniture and carpet in preparation
for the installation of the new
flooring on Mon Mar 21.

Our next fundraising effort will be
to help purchase a new digital
sign for the Post to replace the
current marquee.

Kris Marsden, Bar Manager
636-219-5282

~—~ ~—~ ~—~ ~

Congratulations to Jay M, winner
of the Jan 50/50 Raffle.

Another 50/50 Raffle is on sale
now, drawing the last day of every
month.

~

We will have a Bingo Meeting on
Wed Mar 30 at 6:30 PM and the
last Wednesday of each month.

All Bingo captains and workers
are invited to attend along with
anyone interested in joining us.

Spread the word that Bingo is
back and come have some fun.
Bring your friends and enjoy an
evening of Bingo.

Ben Stockamp, Bingo Chairman
636-219-5438

~ ~—~ ~—~ ~—~ ~—~

NO FAMILY DINNER IN MARCH

We hope you can join us for the
Foxhole’s Corned Beef and
Cabbage at 5 PM on Mar 17.

Dine-In only.
Cost to be determined.
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