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COMMANDER DAN

Welcome to the month of April
2022. | hope that everyone is
doing well. I am writing this article
on March 20, the first day of
Spring.

Warm weather should be just
around that next corner.

A project has begun in the
Foxhole, the old carport has been
removed and new flooring is
being installed. Come by and
check it out if you get the chance.

Legion and Auxiliary meetings will
be held on Mon April 11.
Executive boards at 6 and 6:30
pm and members at 7:30 pm

Please attend if you can. Let your
voice be heard on Post matters
and a nice dinner served after.
Last month was sloppy joes with
chips. The food was very
delicious and thanks Mary
Middendorf for preparing it.

Elections for officers approaching
soon. Let me know if you are
interested.

Please check the phone recording
regarding events at the
post. Upcoming events include:

April 5 Election Day

April 17 Easter

May 3 Spring Luncheon
May 5 Cinco de Mayo
June 5 9" District Meeting

The District meeting will be held
here at Post 312 starting at 9 AM.

| would like to see lots of Post
members in attendance. An early
reminder that the American
Legion Dept of MO Convention

will be held at the St Louis Airport
Hilton on July 13 - 17. Further
information in upcoming issues of
the Clarion.

We have several new entertainers
in the Foxhole, Michael Feldman
and Jamie Mack. They are very
good and have a nice variety of
music. Come by and check them
out if you have a chance.

| want to give a special thank you
to Rich and Mary Middendorf for
all the years of heading up our
Family Dinners. They are both
stepping down and passing on the
torch.

We are still looking for a Kitchen
Manager, so please ask around
among your family and friends
with food service experience.

Membership has slipped on
renewals. If you know
someone who has not yet
renewed, encourage them to do
SO.

| ask that you continue with your
Buddy Checks. Until next month,
keep all our Legion Family
members in your thought and
prayers, along with our first
responders and military. Be proud
of this land we call the United
States of America.

God bless America.

Commander Dan

Daniel Sauer, Post Commander
314-808-8438 dsauer@aol.com

POST CHAPLAIN

Since my last report, four
members have passed: Dave
Tucker

Earl Renken
Rubelle Shields
Bobby Averey

No legion services were
requested.
Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain

middendorf802@gmail.com
636-328-6996

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

“Spring is nature’s way of saying,
‘Let’s Party!” Robin Williams

| am ready to plant some flowers
and watch them bloom. How
about you!? | am happy to report
that we are seeing more and
more faces at our monthly
meetings and I'm glad to see
everyone there. Know that we
welcome anyone who has an
interest in becoming a member as
a guest at our meetings they
simply would not be allowed to
vote on anything presented that
evening.

Bingo kitchen remains active and
busy. If you have any interest in
volunteering for Bingo kitchen
continue to text/email me so that
we may work you into the
schedule to get a bit of training.

Post 636-947-7666

Hall Rental 314-952-8833

Foxhole 636-724-9712

www.alpost312mo.org
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| hope to have a bingo kitchen
volunteers meeting soon.

Our Committee Chairs have made
awesome strides in realizing the
aims and purposes of the
American Legion Auxiliary and |
congratulate everyone for their
creative thinking and the success
of their initiatives. Our statistics
have definitely increased from last
year and it makes me proud to
report to our District the fine work
of our members.

We have a new chairperson for
the 2022 Spring Luncheon. |
would like to thank Tricia Casper
for volunteering to accept the
Chair for the committee in charge
of our Annual Spring Luncheon.
This annual event is designed to
raise funds for our Missouri Girls
State and our College Scholarship
awards.

If anyone would like to donate
items to be included in raffle
baskets, gift cards, or an entire
basket we would happily accept
your donation.

If you know of a local business
that may be interested in
contributing to our event please
be sure to have them contact us.

Be sure to purchase your tickets
in advance to save a seat for you
and your guest.

Please keep our enlisted men and
women, their families and our
Veterans in your thoughts and
prayers and may we keep praying
for peace in Ukraine.

Laura Diel, Auxiliary President
lauraldiel@gmail.com 636-219-7091

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE

Spring is finally here! A special
Thank You to all the members
who have paid their 2022 dues.

We are getting closer to our goal.
Currently, we have 262 paid and
we need 14 more to reach our
goal. If you know of anyone who
Is eligible to join, please invite
them to a meeting so they can
see what we do. Many people
have no idea what our
organization does for the
community and the Veterans.

Thanks to Bam Kelly for reaching
out to some of the members who
have not paid yet, by making
phone calls and checking to see if
they are okay.

Remember: Renew, Recruit and
Rejoin.

| would like to wish everyone a
Very Happy Easter!

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary
15t Vice & Membership Chairman
8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304
636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell
lucillera@charter.net

—~—~ ~ ~ ~

TAB TOP PANDEMONIUM

It is time to turn in your tab tops to
the Foxhole by April 30. The Tab
Top Pandemonium will be Sat
May 7 to benefit the Ronald
McDonald House Charities of St.
Louis. We will collect all the Tab
Tops from the Foxhole and take
them to the Ronald McDonald
House that day to weigh in.

Please keep collecting Tab Tops
throughout the year and drop
them off in the Foxhole.

Thank You!!l

Brenda Richarz and Jennifer Slater
Aux Children & Youth Co-Chairs

GIRLS STATE

ALA Unit 312 had 13 candidates
apply for Missouri Girls State with
7 delegates chosen and 2
alternates.

The Kiwanis Club, Sons of the
American Legion and the St.
Charles Lions Club each donated
$300 to sponsor one of our 7
delegates.

The delegates we select to
represent ALA Unit 312 are
chosen from a number of area
high schools. We have 3
delegates from Francis Howell
North, 3 from Francis Howell
Central and 1 from Francis
Howell. Our alternates attend Fort
Zumwalt East and Duchesne High
School.

Carly Diel
cadiells@yahoo.com

~ ~—~ ~—~ ~—~ ~—~

VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHAB

THANKS for the response to the
request for items needed for
homeless Veterans.

We are delivering 93 quart-size
zip lock bags filled with food &
personal items to the VA Hospital
Rep for distribution to homeless
Veterans.

Mary Diel, VA&R Chair
314-910-2992 maryl1l943@charter.net

~ ~—~ ~—~ ~—~ ~—~

PRETTY IN PINK
ANNUAL SPRING LUNCHEON

TUE MAY 3

Call Mary B by April 25
For Reservations
314-707-2680 or 314-238-6330

Ticket Price $15
includes lunch & 1 bingo card
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POST FIRST VICE

The National Commander Paul
Dillard testified before Congress
on March 8. He emphasized that
improved healthcare for women
veterans is a legislative priority for
the American Legion.

Women are the fastest growing
demographic in the military and
veteran community. The number
of women veterans is projected to
be approximately 2.2 million by
2046.

With this information the VA must
plan now to account for this
demographic shift and ensure that
women veterans are provided
quality care and resources.

The American Legion legislative
victory for the first session of the
111th Congress was the passing
of the Protecting Moms Who
Serve Act. This legislative
measure aims to improve
maternal healthcare for veterans.

It is important that the American
Legion and all veterans oversee
current programs and
implementation of past legislation
impacting women veterans while
advocating for new legislation.

This means improving
mammaography services (making
advances in mammography and
medical options) MAMMO for
veterans Act S2533/H.R. 4794,
mitigating the cost of
contraceptive care, increasing
access to child care service and
newborn care at VA medical
centers and studying the need for
women specific drugs and alcohol

dependency rehabilitation
programs (HR 344, Women
Veterans Trust Act).

Other gender specific difficulties
include women veterans being
more likely to experience mental

health issues and military sexual
trauma, chronic pain management
and musculoskeletal conditions.

The VA must create a care model
and standards that are gender
specific and culturally competent.

A Veteran is a veteran, so let's
stand ready to care for and meet
the needs of our women veterans
and recognize the sacrifices they
made by improving their
healthcare.

| do appreciate all members
making Buddy Checks and
bringing new members to the
Post.

We are at 88.30% of goal. The
next target date is April 13 with
95%. If you have not renewed
your dues yet, please do and
when you make buddy calls ask if
they have remembered to do so.

We never know if someone is
unable to get to a meeting or have
limited funds to pay their dues.
We, as a Post, can help them out.
Remember the National
Commander’s motto is “Leave No
One Behind”.

John Gonzales, 1st Vice Commander
314-707-3758

W
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AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

Next meeting is Mon April 4 at 6
PM.
Tony Rumbo, ALR Director

tone_nav@yahoo.com
314-707-4683

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION

Mark your calendars, we have
dates for the Harley Hotdog Hut:

June 4 and 25, July 23
Aug 6 and Sep 17

We'll need volunteers to work
these days in shifts from 10 AM -
1PMand1PM-4PM. Il be
signing up volunteers at the next
two meetings or you can reach
out to me directly at 314-303-
6665.

Our next meeting is Mon April 4 at
7 PM. Hope to see you there.

John Leonard, Squadron Commander
314-303-6665

AMERICANISM/
CHILDREN & YOUTH

Evan Becker, our Oratorical
Contest winner has won again at
the Dept of MO and will go on to
compete in the National Contest.
Evan won a $5,000 scholarship
from the American Legion Dept of
MO and a $2,000 scholarship and
all expenses paid for him and his
mother to travel to Indianapolis for
the National finals in April.
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The three top winners will receive
$25,000, $22,500, $20,000
respectively.

This is one of the outstanding
Americanism programs of The
American Legion. We wish Evan
Becker much success in life. I will
let you know how he does in
Indianapolis.

We now have 90 high school
juniors for the 9th District
attending MO Boys State
Program in June on the campus
of Lindenwood University. They
will receive 2 or 3 college credit
hours for completing this program
where they recreate City, County
and State government. This is
another outstanding Americanism
program of The American Legion.

The heartbeat of the American
Legion is our Americanism and
Children & Youth Programs.

Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102
Americanism/Children & Youth/
Public Relations/Law & Order/
Honor Guard Captain

No Bingo workers meeting until
further notice.

Spread the word that Bingo is
back and come have some fun.
Bring your friends and join us for
an evening of Bingo.

Ben Stockamp, Bingo Chairman
636-219-5438

POST SERVICE OFFICER

Memorial Day is rolling around
rapidly and | still need help with
unmarked graves for:

Clifton Brown Il 9-11-2016
Thomas Haislip 7-18-2019
Jerry Silverberg 11-19-2016
Donald J. Waldon 11-1-2012

I've been told if you have
Ancestry.com you might be able
to help me obtain a service or
social security number to
complete Form 40-1330.

Last year, with your help and the
DAR, | was able to complete 9
forms for grave markers.

Please call and leave your name
and number if I’'m not home.

Don Newman Jr, Service Officer
636-949-0440

Congratulations to Al Schulz,
winner of the Feb 50/50 Raffle.

Another 50/50 Raffle is on sale
now, drawing the last day of every
month.

911 SAFE ENTRY PROGRAM
Rapid Access is a safe entry
program provided by the St.
Charles County Ambulance
District. Residents may purchase
a key box from SCCAD. A code of
the resident’s choice will be
available to 911 dispatchers when
a call is placed from a
participating residence so
paramedics can reach patients
without a forced entry. For more
info call St. Charles Ambulance
District at 636-344-7600 or
sccad.com.

c_%:%oxﬁo& 9

March was a busy month and
here is to a busy April.

The music lineup this month was
amazing and well attended, thank
you everyone. | am looking
forward to the talent that will be
represented in April and in the
future. This month’s entertainment
will be:

Apr 2 Mike Feldman
Apr 9 Jackie Deweese
Apr 23 Jamie Mack
Apr 30 Boston Dave

As | am writing this, the carpet
has been removed and the room
prepped for the new flooring (yes,
it is finally happening).

Thank you to everyone who
participates in the monthly 50/50’s
and the various raffles that helped
make this and the fun stuff
happen.

This goes without saying, but
sometimes it needs to be said:
Thank you Deb, Cindy, Liz, and
Joan for the amazing women you
are and your dedication to the
Foxhole.

The days are getting longer and
the weather warmer, and
everyone will be getting busier,
but don’t forget to visit “family” at
your favorite watering hole.

Wear R.E.D. on Fridays!

NOTE: The Foxhole will be closed
Easter Sun April 17.

Kris Marsden, Bar Manager
636-219-5282
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POST 312 BASEBALL NEWS

A new scoreboard is coming to
our home field at Blanchette

Park! On Jan 28, we finalized our
contribution to the scoreboard that
is being funded by our American
Legion Post, St. Charles High
School, and the St. Charles Park
District. The old scoreboard was
installed around 1986 and over
the past few years it has needed
increasing work to make it
usable. The groundwork for
replacing this scoreboard has
been in the works for several
years with our thanks to Post
312’s Mike Scoles for leading
these efforts.

Other improvements are also in
the works. St Charles High is
adding privacy screens to the rear
of both dugouts and our Post 312
Baseball Committee is doing a
new sign that goes under the
scoreboard to show this field as
home field for both Post 312 and
St Charles High.

Baseball Trivia Night held on Feb
5 was a huge success. It is nice
to see things getting back to
normal. We take pride in providing
high quality baseball to our area
youth and high school students.
This event is key to funding our
program to make it all happen.

Our Post 312 Baseball Committee
wishes to thank everyone who
contributed time, effort, donations,
etc. to this event. Friends and
families of our players and the
Post attended in high numbers.

A special thanks to Kevin Jett who
emcee’d our Trivia Night, Mike
Scoles who kept score, and Jason
Hallgren who supplied a trove of
sports memorabilia that was
auctioned off.

Pl \ J 7/

Post 312 AAA and AA players are
midway thru winter training. We
are indoors at DTJ on Sat
mornings and Wed nights. We
planned and structured our
training program to cover a
comprehensive list of things such
as good sportsmanship, pitching,
hitting, and a lot of baseball 1Q.

e

We are in the process of
scheduling our district games. A
district showcase to provide
players with college exposure is
also being scheduled. This year
we are looking at having it at
Maryville University.

We are still looking for younger
teams to bring into our program. If
you know of a 7/8 grade team
or a HS freshman level team or
players to enter our pipeline,
please contact Baseball
Committee Chairman/ Coach
Russ Klicker at (314) 795-9147.

POST HISTORY
DID YOU KNOW?

These photos are of a coin issued
by Post 312. It appears to be
made of aluminum and believed
to be from the 1940s or early
1950s.

S

If anyone has any information
regarding the coin, such as when
it was issued or why, please
contact me. Thanks.

Joe Diel, Post Historian
Forbes1941@charter.net

THE MOST-WATCHED TV
FINALE OF ALL TIME

After 11 years on the small
screen, M*A*S*H aired its series
finale on February 28, 1983 —
and made history in the process.
More than 106 million

people tuned in to watch
“‘Goodbye, Farewell and Amen,”
making it the most-viewed series
finale ever. Until Super Bowl
XLIV in 2010, which saw the post-
Hurricane Katrina New Orleans
Saints defeat the Indianapolis
Colts, it was the most-watched
television broadcast in U.S.
history. No episode of a scripted
series has come close in the
decades since.
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