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COMMANDER DAN 

Welcome to the month of April 2023. 
Hopefully, spring has sprung, and the 
temperature will start to heat up. I 
hope that everyone is doing well. My 

tulips and daffodils are starting to bloom but the 
recent cold snap might have done them in.  

I had a good week for the opening of trout fishing 
season. The fish I caught were nice in size. The 
weather did not cooperate with heavy rain that 
flooded about 2/3 of the park during the last two 
days of fishing. 

We had a great turn out for Saint Patrick. 
Brandon cooked up corned beef and cabbage 
and I am told it was very good. The Foxhole was 
buzzing with folks eating and having a good time. 
A thank you to all who made the event a good 
success.  

Calendar of upcoming events: 

April 9 Easter Day 

April 10 Legion and Auxiliary Meetings 

April 29 Legion Family Event inviting Veterans 
and their families to learn what the American 
Legion is all about and announcing the national 
initiative to Be The One on the resources 
available to combat the high suicide rate among 
Veterans. All post members are invited with their 
families and friends to come by to say hello, 
missed you and a chance to reconnect with 
old friends and maybe make some new friends 
too. 

The Foxhole has a special event planned for 
Cinco de Mayo on Friday May 5 with the help of 
Chef Brandon in the Bingo Kitchen, followed by 
Derby Day on Saturday May 6 with food and 
contests. Hope you can join us for these events. 

May 8 Legion and Auxiliary Meetings 

May 14 Mother's Day 

May 29 Memorial Day 

June 4 District 9 Meetings here at Post 312 at 9 
AM. Election of district officers. I wish to invite all 
Legion members to attend to show our 
commitment to the Legion and its programs. The 
dress is Legion casual, shirt with collar and 
slacks, no blue jeans please. Wear something 
that identifies you as a Legion member. Lunch 
will be served after the morning sessions. 

June 6 First Responders Lunch and Awards 
11:30 till 1:30 PM. More information to follow in 
next month’s Clarion.  

June 12 Legion and Auxiliary Meetings and 
Election of Officers 

June 18 Father's Day 

Attendance at Family Dinners has dropped off, 
so this monthly event is under review. If you have 
ideas on menus or scheduling, please share 
them with us.  

Events might be added or removed so check the 
website, Foxhole bulletin board and the recorded 
phone message on 636-947-7666. 

Bingo is doing well. Please continue your support 
and volunteer when you can. 

Getting closer to the 100% membership renewal. 
If you have not, please do so and recruit a new 
member. 

Remember the June elections and let me know if 
you are interested in holding an office. 
Nominations will be made at the April meeting. 

I am asking everyone to Be the One and conduct 
a Buddy Check. Please keep our Legion family, 
military and first responders and their families in 
your daily thoughts and prayers. 

Again, I say we live in the greatest country in the 
world. God Bless America. Until next month 

God Bless America. Commander Dan 

 
Daniel Sauer, Post Commander 
dsauer@aol.com 314-808-8438 
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POST FIRST VICE 
 
Hello fellow Vets.  I told you 

things are changing. I am looking forward to the 

future.  I am so excited to see what the future 

has in store.  If you want to be a part (large or 

small) please let me know immediately as time is 

of the essence. 

I am always impressed to find out about people.  

I love hearing the stories about family & friends 

and the vacations days of old.  

We need to be mindful of our brothers in arms.  

They too need to hear and tell their stories.  We 

will be implementing a call list.  If you wish to be 

called, please let me know.  We need to keep in 

touch if only for a few moments to let our fellow 

Vets know we care and are willing to at least call.  

In the future we may be developing a visitation 

group (still in the beginning stages) to visit our 

Vets at their residence.  I hope this lets our 

brothers and sisters know we are there for them.  

We are still looking for good help which can 

come from a variety of places and be spread 

around to many to help our folks.  

By the way, we are still looking for good ideas 

and the capacity to work them through.  If you 

want to help or need help, now is your time. I 

look forward to hearing from you directly. 

May God Bless this Post and may God Bless the 

United States of America. 

“Heroism doesn’t always happen in a burst of 
glory. Sometimes small triumphs and large hearts 
change the course of history.” – Mary Roach 

Brian Bush, First Vice 636.698.5495   

Bbush2005@gmail.com 

http://www.alpost312mo.org 

 

POST CHAPLAIN 

Since my last report, two legionnaires 

have passed: Robert Stuart on March 9 and 

Cletus VanBooven on March 11. No Legion 

services were requested. Please keep their 

families in your prayers. 

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain 636-328-6996 

middendorf802@gmail.com  

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

The weather may not yet be sure if it’s 
winter or spring, but Unit 312 knows 

that Spring is in full swing! 

Escape to Island Paradise on May 2 with us at our 

Annual Spring Luncheon. A quick phone call to 

Mary Bandini at 314-707-2680 and your spot on 

the island is reserved. Remember this is open to 

the public, so bring all your friends! Tickets are 

$15 each for a day of fun, friends, and fabulous 

food! The committee is still taking donations for 

raffle baskets or attendance prizes. 

Chairmen of Committees, please remember to 

turn in your year-end reports to me by April 8. You 

will need to turn them in to your District Chairmen 

also. If you need to know who that is, just let me 

know and I will get her information for you. The 

reporting year runs from April 1, 2022, through 

March 31, 2023. All activities that occurred during 

this time period need to be included in your report. 

If you need help, let me know. While reporting is 

definitely not the most fun activity that we do, it is 

one of the most important. When our information 

is combined with the rest of the District info, which 

is combined with the rest of the Department 

(State) info, which is combined with the rest of the 

Nation’s info, this gives our leaders the strength 

they need to continue to stand up for our Veterans 

and Active Military in congress.  

I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting 

on April 10! Happy Easter! 

Jan Irwin, Auxiliary President 636-699-9577 

Veterans fish for free at Bennett Springs 
State Park April 15. For more information 
contact Bennett Spring State Park 417-532-
4307 or 417-532-4338 
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AUXILIARY 

FIRST VICE 

Happy Easter! As of this writing we have 261 paid 

members. We need 16 more to reach our goal.  It 

is not too late to send in your renewal. 

Remember MEMBERSHIP is everyone’s job. 

Keep signing up new members and to those who 

have not renewed, please think about why you 

joined. We need you to help get our Veterans the 

benefits they deserve.  Remember to thank a 

Veteran every day for his/her service.  

Please welcome our new members: Frances 

Chapman, Morgan Johnston, and Teri Purden.  

 
Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 1st Vice/Membership 
Chair 636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell 
8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304 
lucillera@charter.net  

 

AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN 
 
It is officially Spring at last!  The trees 
and flowers are starting to bloom and 

the weather is giving us a hint that summer is 
near! 

We had a death in our Auxiliary family, Jackie 
Lauer. Please pray for her family. 

Don’t forget the Spring Luncheon, May 2. Bring a 
friend and enjoy the day.                        

Let not one person take away your sparkle today. 
Shine bright and have a beautiful day. God 
Bless.                     

Bam Kelly, Auxiliary Chaplain 314-795-0283 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VETERANS HOME BINGO 

 
 On March 16, 7 volunteers went to the 

Missouri Veterans Home in St. Louis and 
entertained 21 residents. We played 10 bingo 
games for cash prizes, fed them snacks, and 
raffled off numerous lap robes, hats, goody bags, 
Cardinals caps and shirts, etc. until every 
resident there won something. A cash donation 
from the Cooties made it possible for us to 
double the amount we gave the bingo winners. 
 
Thanks to our volunteers: Mary and Joe Diel, 
Don Newman, Mary Bandini, Dan Sauer, Herb 
Echele, and Rich Middendorf. 
 

The next Veterans Home bingo will be on 
Thursday, May 18. 
 
There is a container in the Foxhole for donations 
of yarn for the ladies who make the lap robes. 
Partial or excess rolls are welcome. Even ugly 
colors can become very attractive lap robes. 
Thanks again to the ladies who made them. 
 
Next Bingo: Thursday, May 18th 
 
Mary Diel 314-910-2992 mdiel1943@gmail.com 
Rich Middendorf 636-328-6996   
Veterans Home Bingo Co-Chairs 

 

 

SONS OF AMERICAN 

LEGION 

 

Next meeting on Mon Apr 3 at 7 PM. 

John Leonard, Squadron Commander  
314-303-6665 

 

 
Clarion articles are now 
due the day after the 
Post and Auxiliary 
meetings.  

 
This month articles are due April 11.  
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  AMERICAN LEGION    

   RIDERS 

 
Next meeting is April 3 at 6 PM, 

please attend.  Topic will be the April 29 
American Legion Family Day.   
 
Legacy Run information is also available on the 
ALR Missouri Legacy Run Info Facebook 
page.  We are doing a joint ride this year with 
Arkansas in the Ozarks, (Branson area). 
 
Tony Rumbo, ALR Director 
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683 

 

AMERICANISM 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

COLOR GUARD 
 

Congratulations to Jana Rawashdeh, a Junior 
at Francis Howell North High School, who has 
won the High School Oratorical Constitutional 
Speech contest for St. Charles County here at 
Post 312, the Ninth District contest, the Zone 
One Contest and now the State Contest. 

She received a $5000 scholarship from the 
American Legion Dept of MO and a $2000 
scholarship from our National Organization and 
all expenses paid for Jana and her mother to 
travel to Indianapolis April 21-23 to participate in 
the National contest against other State winners. 

The top three winners there will receive $25,000, 
$22,500, and $20,000 scholarships respectively 
for their efforts speaking live on the US 
Constitution before an audience without notes. 

I will let you know how she does in the next 
Clarion. We wish her good luck and continued 
success. 

I’m still processing applications and sponsorship 
checks for our Boys State Program, ‘’A Week To 
Shape A Lifetime,’ June 24-July 1 here at 
Lindenwood University.  They will receive two or 
three college credit hours for completing this 
citizenship course. In just one week these high 
school Juniors from across Missouri will recreate 
City, County and State government.   

They will receive instructions in the classrooms 
and on the campus from educators and 
professionals in their respective fields about 
government and how it operates. 

When they return to their high schools as 
Seniors, they will be able to share with their 
fellow classmates, teachers, guidance 
counselors and principals what they learned at 
American Legion Boys State. Stay tuned for 
further updates. 

I will have an Americanism/Children & Youth 
display table at our American Legion Family Day 
Event on Saturday April 29 to explain our 
Programs and provide handouts to visitors.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102 
Americanism/Children & Youth/ 
Law and Order/Color Guard Captain 
 

 

40 & 8 

NIGHT AT 

THE RACES 
 
On Sat March 4, 

the St. Charles American Legion hosted the 
annual "Night at the Races" fundraiser for 40 & 8 
Voiture #1541.  
 
We'd like to personally thank Post 312 for all their 
support. Without your help we could not fund our 
Nurses Training or Child Welfare Programs.  
 
We have very loyal post members that attend this 
event every year. We'd like to give special 
shoutouts to Hall Rental Coordinator Maria 
Harvey, Commander Dan Sauer, Custodian Jeff 
Kull, Foxhole Manager Kris Marsden and 
Bartender Cindy Lou Wahl.  
 
See you March 2, 2024! 
 
CJ New, Chef de Gare. 40 & 8 Voiture 1541 
 
 



 Post 312                                                     The Clarion                                                  April 2023 

5 

 

 
 
 

There have been so many great events and good 

turnout for The Foxhole.  

Recently we celebrated another great Chili Cook-

off thanks to Phyllis Clark with help from Cindy 

Wahl and the judges who were more than happy 

to fulfill their duties.   

There were 10 contestants with Marilyn Burger 

taking 1st Place, Deb Wogtech placing 2nd and 

Mike Noah securing 3rd place.  

 

We also had a record night in The Foxhole as we 

celebrated St. Patrick’s Day on March 17. Thank 

you all for attending. 

For April, we have Michael Feldman playing 

April 8, Jackie D will perform on April 22 and 

Boston Dave Karaoke on April 29.  Music goes 

from 7-10 PM on these Saturdays. 

 

Save the following dates for fun in The Foxhole. 

May 5 Cinco de Mayo, another Friday event with 

Chef Brandon providing a menu with great 

selections of Mexican favorites.  

 

May 6 Kentucky Derby Day events will include 

our Derby Bonnet contest.  Flyer attached and 

online on our website at www.alpost312mo.org. 

 

Thank you all for your support of The Foxhole. We 

look forward to a great summer now that the 

weather is changing. 

Kris Marsden, Bar Manager 636-219-5282 
Larry Carron, Bar Chairman 636-345-6106 
  

 

FAMILY 

SPAGHETTI 

DINNER 

 

Attendance at Spaghetti Dinners has dropped 
off, so this event is under review. If you have 
ideas on menus or scheduling, please share 
them with us.  We will decide on the April dinner 
soon and spread the word. 

Rich Middendorf 636-328-6996 
Larry Reighard 636-751-0174 

                        

SAVE YOUR TAB 

TOPS FOR THE 

RONALD 

MCDONALD HOUSE 

Please continue to save and turn in your pop 
tops for the Ronald McDonald House. Bring them 
to a meeting or to the Fox Hole. Thank you. 

Brenda Richarz 636-288-1250 
Jen Slater 636-734-5503 
Children and Youth Co-Chairs 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 SAVE THE DATE 
 
May 2 
Auxiliary Spring  
Luncheon 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
May 5  
Cinco DE Mayo in the 
Foxhole 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
May 6 
Derby Day in the Fox-
hole 

  1 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

2 
 
Foxhole Open 
Noon-6pm 

3 

Riders Mtg 6pm 

SAL Meeting 7pm 

Foxhole Open 5pm 

4 
 
Foxhole Closed 

5 
 
Xbox Bowling 
6:30pm in the Foxhole 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

6 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

7 
 
Bingo 
6:30 pm in the Hall 
 
 

8 
 
Mike Feldman 
In The Foxhole 

9 
 
Happy Easter 
 
Foxhole Closed 

10 

Post Meeting 7:30pm 

Auxiliary Mtg 7:30pm 

Foxhole Open 5pm 

11 
 
Foxhole Closed 

Clarion Articles Due 
clarionpost312@gmail.com 

 

12 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

13 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

14 
 
Bingo 
6:30 pm in the Hall 
 
 

15 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 
 
 

16 
 
Foxhole Open 
Noon-6pm 

17 
 
Foxhole Closed 

18 
 
Foxhole Closed 

19 
 
Xbox Bowling 
6:30pm in the Foxhole 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

20 
Last Day to Order 
Spaghetti Dinner Text 
or Call 636-328-6996 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

21 
 
Bingo 
6:30 pm in the Hall 
 
 

22 
Jackie D in  
The Fox hole 

23 
 
Foxhole Open 
Noon-6pm 

24 
 
Foxhole Closed 

25 

Spaghetti Dinner 
Dine-In or Curbside 
4:30-6pm 

Foxhole Open 3-8pm 

26 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

27 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

28 
 
Bingo 
6:30 pm in the Hall 
 
 

29 
Legion Family Day 
Event 
 
Boston Dave 
In The Foxhole 

30 
 
Foxhole Open 
Noon-6pm 
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