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COMMANDER DAN 

Greetings to all the Legion family.  
I hope everyone is doing well. I 
ask you to continue with your 
buddy and neighborhood checks. 

The past several months has 
been very challenging to say the 
least. This virus has been a strain 
on everyone. 

Call 636-947-7666 for recorded 
announcements. I will continue 
to update the Post phone 
recording to keep you informed as 
we begin our reopening. 

Updates will also be posted on 
www.alpost312mo.org and our 
Facebook page.  

An Executive Board meeting was 
held on May 7. The Bar 
Committee was also present. 
Topics of discussion included: 

Opening the Foxhole: We will 
reopen the Foxhole on Thursday, 
June 4 at 3 PM. We will be open 
Thursday through Sunday. See 
the Foxhole article on page 3 for 
more info. 

Election of Officers: Following 
the actions of The American 
Legion National and Dept. of MO, 
we passed a resolution to 
suspend elections and extend the 
service of current officers until 
June of 2021.  

Bingo & Spaghetti Dinners: We 
are waiting for Phase 2 of the 
COVID Recovery Plan, scheduled 
for June 1, before we make any 
decisions about resuming Bingo 
or Spaghetti Dinners. No details 
on Phase 2 have been released 
as of May 22. 

Membership meetings are 
suspended until we know more 
about Phase 2 of the COVID 
Recovery Plan. 

District Meeting in June 
cancelled. 

First Responder Dinner in June 
cancelled. We hope to 
reschedule for later this year. 

St. Charles 4th of July 
celebration cancelled. Plans for 
a Bar-B-Q at the Post that day are 
underway. 

I am looking forward to the day 
when things get reopened and I 
can spend face time with all of 
you. Until then, I am open to all 
ideas you might have. 

Thoughts and prayers to all, 

Daniel Sauer, Post Commander 
314-808-8438 dsauer@aol.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

POST CHAPLAIN 

Legionnaires Al Coleman, Earl 

Cullom and Clarence Schlueter 

passed. No Legion services were 

held. Please remember them and 

their families in your prayers. 

Don Lauer is at SSM Rehab in 

Bridgeton recovering from a 

stroke. No visitors, but his 

daughter reports he is doing well 

and making progress. If you want 

to send a card to the Post, we will 

be sure it gets forwarded to Don 

and his family. 

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain 
middendorf802@gmail.com 

636-328-6996 

 

 

POST SERVICE OFFICER 

Please let me know if you are 
aware of any Veteran in need of 
our assistance. 

We have people willing to help 

and we have access to resources 

provided by your American Legion 

membership. 

I am standing in for Don Lauer 
while he is recovering.  

Don Newman, Acting Service Officer  
636-949-0440  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

Hello there…you look familiar, I 
think I know you from 
somewhere?! I sure do miss y’all!   

I hope that you are safe and well 
and looking forward to our next 
meeting, whenever that may be. It 
will be so nice to be able to see 
everyone’s smiling faces…or least 
your smiling eyes!   

So, know that “I’ll be back when 
the day is new, and I’ll have more 
ideas for you and you’ll have 
things you’ll want to talk about, I 
will too.” 

See you soon.  

Laura Diel, Auxiliary President 
lauraldiel@gmail.com 

636-219-7091 

National Poppy Day, May 22 

 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
mailto:dsauer@aol.com
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AUXILIARY SCHOLARSHIPS 

Congratulations to all the 2020 
graduates. 

Our scholarship recipients from 
the five local high schools will 
each receive a $500 scholarship 
to the school of their choice.  
Each recipient is related to a 
veteran. 

Jakob Riley Bredell from St. 

Charles High will be attending 

University of Missouri–Columbia.  

His Grandmother and Grandfather 

were both in the Army, another 

Grandmother served in the Navy 

and he is in the ROTC program 

and will be commissioned in 

2024. 

Samuel Jacob Clodfelter from 

St. Charles West High will be 

attending Missouri University of 

Science & Technology.  His great-

grandfather fought in World War I 

and was the first commander of 

American Legion Post 59 in 

Dexter, MO. 

Taylor Irene Duran from 

Orchard Farm High will be 

attending Lindenwood University. 

Her father is a YN1 with 20 years 

of service in the Navy and is still 

serving.  Her mother was a CTR1 

in the Navy for 16 years. She 

considers herself a “military brat”. 

Courtney Ann Helmick from 

Francis Howell North High will 

be attending Murray State 

University. Her grandmother 

served in the Army for 28 years. 

Amanda Renee Massen from 

Duchesne High will be attending 

Truman University. Her father is a 

Marine. 

We hope the best for each of 

these well-deserved students and 

wish them much success in their 

college years and beyond.  It was 

very heart-warming to read of 

their families’ military history. 

Lucille Armbruster,  
Auxiliary Scholarship Chairman 

636-441-6419  lucillera@charter.net 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE 

Although we are not having 

meetings, your 2020 dues are still 

due.   

We have 272 paid and need 20 

more to make our goal before 

July. 

I wish all are safe and healthy. 

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary  
1st Vice & Membership Chairman  

636-441-6419  lucillera@charter.net 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
AMERICANISM,  

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

The Boys State program 
scheduled for June has been 
postponed due to the pandemic. 
Missouri Boys State Headquarters 
is considering a modified version 
in October and will announce their 
decision on June 12. 

Since its inception in 1938, Boys 
State has only been cancelled in 
1943 and 1945 during World War 
II. 

I hope to be back in the schools in 
August with our American Legion 
programs.  Stay tuned for an 
exciting school year. 

Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102 
Americanism/Children & Youth/ 

Law & Order/Public Safety  

 

POST FIRST VICE 

There are more than 310,000 
non-renewed American Legion 
members from 2019. If we are 
going to meet National 
Commander Bill Oxford’s goal of 
90%, we must act immediately. 

The fifth renewal notice has 
reached these expired valuable 
members to bring them back into 
the Legion. We must follow up 
with these legionnaires now that 
they have been informed their 
membership has expired. 

This may be achieved through the 
buddy check - call them to see if 
they need anything. Since most 
people have been stuck in their 
houses, they may need someone 
to help with picking up supplies or 
medications. Call to see if they 
are having any health problems or 
just offer to help with simple yard 
work. 
These members are already on 
our roster and it is our duty to 
ensure our members are safe and 
healthy. We must communicate 
with them and keep them 
informed of what we are doing for 
our community, so they know the 
value they add to our great 
organization. 

The 9th District is at 86.86% at 
the time of this article. Post 312 is 
at 86.73%. Unfortunately, the 
100% target date was May 15.  

This does not mean that we can 
rest. We still need to call our 
buddies and remind them the 
importance of paying their dues. 

Stay Well,  

John Gonzales, 1st Vice Commander 
314-707-3758 

mailto:lucillera@charter.net
mailto:lucillera@charter.net
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SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION 

I hope this finds everyone safe 
and virus-free.  These are strange 
times indeed.   

When will we begin meeting 
again?  That depends on St. 
Charles County guidelines and 
our Executive Board.  Stay tuned. 

Please make sure to do a buddy 
check periodically.  Friends who 
may be living alone feel this 
isolation more acutely than those 
who have family in the house. 

Stay safe, hope to see you all 
soon. 

John Leonard, Squadron Commander 
314-303-6665 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

COLOR & HONOR GUARD 

All Color Guard and Honor Guard 
ceremonies scheduled for May 
and June have been cancelled, 
including our participation in the 
Memorial Day observance at St. 
Charles Memorial Garden and 
Posting of the Colors at Francis 
Howell North High School 
graduation. 

Larry DuFour, Color & Honor Guard 
Captain, 636-441-7102 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PALLET PAINT & SIP PARTY 

The Auxiliary Paint Party 
Fundraiser has been rescheduled 
for Sunday, October 18. More 
details to follow in the coming 
months. 

Jeanne Steinhoff 
steinhoff50@att.net 363-219-4311 

 
RETIREE’S CLUB 

Retiree’s luncheons will not 
resume until the Post reopens the 
Hall, which is waiting on Phase 2 
of the COVID Recovery Plan to 
be announced. 

We hope to be back soon and will 
put announcements on our Post 
website alpost312mo.org and 
phone recording on 636-947-7666  
as soon as we have a date 
scheduled. 

 
Bill Reilly, President  

636-328-2340 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NATIONAL MARTINI DAY 
FRIDAY JUNE 19 

Your Foxhole will be serving 3 oz 
Martinis for a 3 oz price (that’s so 
you can sample more!).  

I will whip up a few of your 
favorites and few new ones for 
you to try out. I've had plenty of 
time to do some research.   

Come join in the fun Friday, June 
19. We open at 3 PM and will be 
serving till we run out or get 
kicked out! 

Kris Marsden, Foxhole Manager 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DID YOU KNOW? 

I don't know what kind of car you 
drive, but I will guarantee if you 
look at the gas gauge, you will 
see an arrow pointing either left or 
right. 

Now what do you think that 
means? It tells you which side of 
the car the gas filler cap is on. 

Larry Reighard 

 

We are happy to announce the 
Foxhole will reopen for business 
starting June 4.   

We will be open Thursday 
through Sunday starting at 3 PM 
each day.  

We have taken appropriate 
measures to protect you and the 
staff and ask that you follow 
posted rules to help us maintain 
social distancing to create a safe 
environment for all. 

Our customers will have access to 
the small hall for overflow as we 
are limited to 23 people in the 
Foxhole itself. As always, there is 
no smoking in any area except 
the Foxhole.  

We hope to see you there soon. 
See www.alpost312mo.org for 
further announcements and 
details. You may access our 
Facebook page from there as 
well.    

Larry Carron, Foxhole Committee Chair 
636-345-6106 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Congratulations to Bob Strahm 

and Jay Marsden, winners of the 

March Attendance Drawings.  

Raffles in progress when we 

closed in March, including the 

booze cooler, will be resumed 

when we reopen. 
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POPPY DAYS 

Today is May 22 and I am 
wearing my Poppy. Did you wear 
your poppy for National Poppy 
Day? 

Poppy Distribution Days 
scheduled for May 15 & 16 
unfortunately had to be postponed 
because of COVID-19. 

I have spoken to all of our 
distribution places and all say 
they will work with us to 
reschedule at their establishment. 

SO…Poppies to be continued at a 
later date.  Stay safe everyone 
and I hope to see you all soon. 

 Brenda Richarz, Poppy Chairman 
636-288-1250 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HELPFUL WEBSITES 
 
Saint Charles County: 

www.sccmo.org 

Missouri Department of Health 
and Senior Services: 

www.health.mo.gov 
 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention: 

www.cdc.gov 
 
American Legion Dept. Of 
Missouri: 

www.missourilegion.org 

American Legion National: 

www.legion.org 

NATIONAL COMMANDER 
ADDRESSES JOINT SESSION 

OF CONGRESS 

This past March, my wife and I 
attended the 60th annual 
Washington Conference for the 
2nd session of the 116th 
Congress to witness National 
Commander Bill Oxford address 
the joint session.  

He explained the importance of 
their support with regards to 
several bills related to our military. 
The following are a few bills 
presented: 

Toxic Exposure and Burn Pits: 
The Legion supports measures to 
establish a presumption of 
exposure as well as continued 
studies on the effect of burn pits. 
(S 2950) 

Healthcare for Women 
Veterans: All veterans regardless 
of gender must receive fair and 
equal VA health care. (S 514 & 
HR 3224) 

Support VA Suicide Prevention 
Efforts: Congress to provide VA 
necessary funds to hire mental 
health professionals and proper 
staffing for its Health and 
Wellness program. (S 785) 

Reaffirm Commitment to our 
Allies: Provide the State 
Department necessary resources 
to maintain and expand our 
alliance system, ensure aid 
programs to allies remain properly 
funded and promote our national 
interests abroad. (HR 220) 

Protect the GI Bill: Action should 
be taken to ensure better quality 
and student outcome for the 
service member. 

Pay the Coast Guard during 
government shutdown, help end 
Veteran homelessness and 
protect the American Flag were 
also bills supported by the Legion. 

We had the opportunity to visit our 
legislators on Capitol Hill and 
discuss these issues with them.  

Never hesitate to call on your 
representatives if you have any 
concerns about any issues 
coming up for a vote.  

It was truly awe-inspiring to see 
thousands of Legionnaires 
storming the Capitol, all wearing 
their Legion covers and waving 
our brand proudly while 
presenting our wishes to our 
Washington leaders. 

Remember, there is strength in 
numbers. The Legion Family has 
approximately 2 million members. 
The politicians know we pay 
attention and we vote, so if you 
visit one their offices remind them 
you are a Veteran and voter. 

For God and Country, 

John Gonzales 
1st Vice Commander 314-707-3758 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PAY YOUR DUES ONLINE 

You can renew your membership 
online at www.legion.org. Dues 
are $35 this year.  

For veterans who are not yet  
members, remember that 
everyone with even one day of 
active duty service and an 
honorable discharge is now 
eligible for membership. 

 

http://cdc.gov/

