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COMMANDER’S CORNER

| want to thank the love of my life,
my wife Elizabeth, for sharing in
my commitment to The American
Legion and Post 312. She has
been with me most of my Military
career through my retirement in
1996 and serving the Post has
brought us even closer together if
that was possible.

Election of Post Officers was held
on June 10, 2019. Meet your
newly elected officers:

Commander - Dan Sauer

15t Vice - John Gonzales

2"d Vice - Norm Stephan
Chaplain - Rich Middendorf
Sgt-at-Arms - Gary Chronister
Sgt-at-Arms - Mike Kelly
Trustee 3 yr-Kerry Humphrey
Trustee 2 yr -Tom Foley
Trustee 1 yr - Ben Stockamp

Please join me in congratulating
your newly elected officers at the
Installation of Officers to be
held at Post 312 on Saturday,
July 20, social hour at 4 PM,
dinner at 5 PM, followed by the
installation program. You are all
invited, and your attendance is a
great way to start their year.

| want to thank the current officers
and appointees for all their hard
work this past year. It has been
an honor to serve the Post as its
Commander. | will still be involved
going forward.

The elected position of Finance
Officer is still open. We will be

exploring the possibility of having
these duties outsourced as we
still must account for all we do
financially. Thank you, Jim Rau
for all your hard work and many
hours as our Finance Officer.

Please consider these appointed
positions which we expect to be
vacant at the end of this term.

Adjutant

Bar Manager

Color Guard Captain
Kitchen Manager

A big thank you to Jack Spitler
for once again serving as our
Adjutant this past year. This is a
vital position for any post,
especially one of our size.

As you may know, Dean Irwin
will retire as the Foxhole Manager
after many years and many hours
keeping the club room operating
in such a fine manner.

He has done this while also
serving as the Commander some
years, a long-time Bingo Captain
and other positions in the Post.

He has changed the oil in the

fryers, helped cook for large
events, managed the charge
cards through Sam’s, ordered

and picked up food and helped
me whether it was as a mentor or
to pull weeds in the hot sun.

Thank you, Dean, | really
appreciate your service to the
Post and your continued
friendship.

This year would not have gone as
smoothly without the help and

guidance | received from our

“Legion Family”.

The Auxiliary with their support
and mentorship to get through all
the events and planning and how
about that huge financial boost
last month. If we take care of our
Auxiliary, they will take care of us.

The SAL has been an essential
partner with events such as the
Post Picnic and their annual
Stand for our Flag Party and
behind-the-scenes support,
monetary and otherwise.

Thank you to The Legion Riders
as they regroup and get back to
enjoying the ride and attract new
members. They have been a big
help to the Post, and | look
forward to great things next year.

Stay updated on our website,
www.alpost312mo.org, Facebook
and through flyers at the Post,
and now follow me on
Twitter@legion_312.

Larry Carron, Commander
636-345-6106

CHAPLAIN

Legion members deceased since
my last report:

Valentine ‘Bill’ Plate
Michael Ronchetto
Joseph T. Chiesa

No Legion services

requested.

were

Please keep their families in your
thoughts and prayers.

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain
636-328-6996
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1st VICE COMMANDER

| look forward to continuing the
good work of The American
Legion in the coming year as your
newly elected Post Commander.

Post 312 depends on volunteers
and we need your help. The more
help we have, the more we can
accomplish.

Please give me a call if you have
any time to volunteer and we’ll
find a job that suits you, whether
it's once a month or occasionally.
If you need a ride, we can
arrange that too.

Hope to see everyone at the next
meeting on July 8.

Daniel N Sauer, 1st Vice Commander
dsauer@aol.com 314-808-8438

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

The month of July brings us to the
end of another Auxiliary year. We
still have things to do this month:

Dept. Convention, July 11 -14
at the St. Louis Airport Marriot

Veterans Home Bingo, July 18
Installation of Officers, July 20
Spaghetti Dinner, July 30

We also
Independence of
country on July 4t

the
great

celebrate
this

And as we close this Auxiliary
year, | hope that each and every

member of Unit 312 is as proud of
their accomplishments as | am.

Yes, our meeting attendance,
participation and even
membership itself drops a little
each year, yet our programs
remain strong.

We don’'t contribute to every
committee and program available
to us from National, but those that
we do, we do well.

We have some strong leadership
in place and the most awesome
workers I've ever seen. | am
amazed at the number of hours
donated by our Ladies for
Community Service. Our poppy
distribution is phenomenal.

We support our members with
cards, as well as our prayers, in
their time of need. We contribute

to VA&R; we support our
Veterans’ youth through our
Scholarships and Girls State
programs.

We contribute to other

organizations that support our
Veterans and their families, which
IS our primary purpose. Well
done Unit 312!

On a personal note, as you know,
this will be my last meeting as
President of Unit 312. | want to
thank you for the opportunity to
serve this Auxiliary.

| can’t even begin to describe the
changes that holding this position
has made in me. When | first
started, | was so scared to talk in
front of people, and now...well,
I’'m still nervous, but | know | can
get through it.

I's been your support when I'm
nervous, your calming words

when | was upset, that has seen
me through, and it’s the smiles on
your faces that make this all
worthwhile.

| want to thank you all from the
bottom of my heart. God bless
each of you!!

Next meeting is July 8. We will
be drawing for the “Let’s Be
There” contest that night!! See
you there!

Jan Irwin, Auxiliary President
636-699-9577

POPPY DAYS

&

| want to thank everyone who
participated in the Poppy
Distribution Campaign for 2019.

Poppy Distribution was held May
9-11 and again on Memorial

Weekend, May 25-26, during
Cabela’s Hometown Hero
Celebration.

We distributed poppies at Bass
Pro Shop, Cabela’s, Gingham's,
Midtowne Market and Sam’s
Wholesale Club.

Contributions totaled $5,582.47.
43 volunteers donated 254.5
hours of their time. Please see
the back page of this Clarion for a
complete listing of our amazing
volunteers.

The weather was not cooperative
again this year with cold and rainy
weather predominant.

| want to especially thank the
special people that came into the
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office to help count, Shirley
Sanders, Mary Bandini, Katy
Richarz and Val Grabanski.

| also want to say a special
thanks to Ben Stockamp |llI,
Larry Barngrover and Don
Otersen who volunteered all 3
days of the campaign and Ben

Stockamp Ill, Ben Stockamp
Jr., Benny Leonhard, Shirley
Sanders, Kris and Jay
Marsden, Mary Bandini and
Kevin Rufkahr who came out
and helped on  Memorial
Weekend.

Brenda Richarz, Poppy Chairman
636-288-1250 after 5pm

AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN

Auxiliary member Grace Moore
passed away. Please pray for
her and her family.

Jeanne Steinhoff, Auxiliary Chaplain
636-219-4311

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE

As we come to the close of our
fiscal year, it has been a pleasure
to serve as your Membership
Chairman.

We are just shy of meeting our
goal. If you have not paid your
dues for the year 2018-2019, you
still can pay them until the end of
July. Our new year 2019-2020
will begin as of August 1.

Remember our numbers count to
be able to get the benefits that
our veterans deserve.

Important dates this month:
July 4" Independence Day

July 27, 1953, the Korean War
ended, now known as National
Korean War Veterans Armistice
Day

July 28, 1914, World War | began

Hope to see a good turnout for
our next meeting on July 8 as
our Girls State delegates tell us
about their week.

Department Convention will be
at the St. Louis Airport Marriott
July 11-14. Please try to attend.

Lucille Armbruster, Membership
Chairman 636-441-6419

VETERANS HOME BINGO

Next Veterans Home Bingo will
be Thursday, July 18.

If you would like to join us, we
leave from the Foxhole at 6 PM.

Rich Middendorf, VA&R Chair
636-328-6996

SPAGHETTI DINNER

Don’t forget the next Spaghetti
Dinner on Tuesday, July 30, and
the last Tuesday of every month
through October.

Spaghetti Dinner Committee

Dan Sauer, Rich Middendorf
314-808-8438 & 636-328-6996

AMERICANISM/
CHILDREN & YOUTH

We'll be back in the schools with
our Children & Youth Programs at
the end of August.

Happy 4" of July! Have a safe
and good Summer.

Larry DuFour, Americanism, Children
& Youth, Public Safety 636-441-7102

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION

See you at our next meeting on
Monday, July 1 at 7 PM.

Jeff Kull, Squadron Commander
636-675-9247

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

Our next Riders meeting is
Saturday, July 6 at 1500.

Paul Rodgers, Director
314-800-8318

é,é f Op;%

4th of July Beer Garden
Behind the Foxhole
after St. Charles Parade

May Bowling
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
713 & 7/17

May Shuffleboard

Sundays at 3:30 PM
7/14 & 7/28

Foxhole Music
Jukebox Nite 7 PM
every Saturday in July

Greetings from your Foxhole!!

Wow!! While the Cardinals are
still working out what kind of
season they will have, our “Other”
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sports team came together and
won the WHOLE DARN THING!!

| am, of course, talking about our
very own St. Louis BLUES!! What
an incredible run from being at
the bottom of the league on
January 3 to win the STANLEY
CUP on June 12!!

We are very, very fortunate to live
near a major sports venue such
as St. Louis with the Cardinals
and the Blues!!

Game 7 of the Stanley Cup finals
was electric in the Foxhole with a
great crowd of fans cheering the
Blues on to VICTORY! To those
who were there, | want to “Thank
You!” for your support in coming
into the Foxhole during the whole
champion run!!

Due to the summertime, with
members’ vacations and other
outside activities, it was decided

by the Bar Committee to
suspend the live music on
Saturdays until September.
There will be juke box music
available with a healthy
contribution from the Foxhole for
a start!! Thank you for your
support!!

On the 4th of July following the
parade downtown, the Foxhole
will be hosting a “Beer Garden”
in the rear parking lot as we have
done before. Although not free,
the libations will be at a reduced
price!!

Please come out and join in on
the fun with your fellow
comrades!!l We hope to see you
there!!

On to the results of our Foxhole
sporting events.

5/26 shuffleboard results:
1%t place — Mike & Roseann
2" place — Rich & Marie
3'd place — Mary M & Diane
4" place — Royce & Dave

6/9 shuffleboard results:
1%t place — Sean & Mary M
2" place — Royce & Rich
3" place — Roseann & Betty
4 place — Dave & Diane

Congratulations to all the winners
and “Thank You” for coming out
to join in on the fun.

| only have one bowling result to
post. On 06/05, we had 5 teams
to bowl a double elimination
match. It took a while to get done
which was great for the Foxhole
ring that evening!!

6/5 bowling results:
1%t place — Larry C & Sean
2" place — Dean & Betty
3" place — Mary B & Stan
4t place — Kevin & Rich
5" place — Jay & Norm

What a time was had by all as

naturally there was lots of
teasing, etc. throughout the
matches!! Thanks to all the

players that showed up for a
great time and fun, fun!!

Again, that's why we built the
place that we call “The Foxhole™!
Like a lot of other things that we
take for granted, the Foxhole is
more than just a “watering hole”,
it is a place to sit down and enjoy
time with our fellow members of
each 312 organization. That
makes it very special in my
estimation. | hope that “YOU” feel
the same.

As | am nearing the end of my
association with the Foxhole as

the Bar Chairman/Manager, |
want to “THANK” each of you for
the support you have given me,
the Bar Committee and our
bartender staff through these 10
plus years.

While not always fun, | wouldn’t
trade it for anything. | hope that
you will give the next Manager
the same support as you have
given me. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart!! Cheers!

Dean Irwin, Foxhole Manager &

Bar Committee Chair
636-288-1888

~—— ~

HONOR FLIGHT MEMORIES
OF LARRY REIGHARD

In mid-April 2019, | received a
phone call from Columbia, MO

informing me that Central
Missouri Honor Flight (later
referred to as CMHF) had

selected me to go on an HONOR
FLIGHT, scheduled for May 20.

| had applied to Franklin County
Honor Flight about 5 years ago
and never heard anything from
them. Someone at our Legion
Post suggested that | also apply
to CMHF.

| did this about a year and a half
ago. A letter followed, explaining
a briefing would be held on
Sunday, May 5 at the Courtyard
Marriot in Columbia.

Central Missouri Honor Flight
(CMHF) handles Veterans from
all over central Missouri. One
misconception is that HONOR
FLIGHT is based on the dates
you served, like the VFW or
Legion requirements. This could
not be further from the truth.
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CMHF (I am not sure about the
others) will take you if you only
served one day of active duty.
The point is you served.

CMHF is structured where you
drive to Columbia the night before
your trip, get briefed, eat, and
board buses to go to St. Louis
Lambert Airport. You fly to
Washington DC that morning, fly
back to St. Louis and back to
Columbia by bus that night.

What happens in between is the
meat of this story. | will describe
all the aspects of our flight. Your
flight may vary in detail, as there
are always many, many surprises
along the way.

The way we were treated by our
CMHF staff, our guardians, the
airport staff, and the general
public was almost like royalty.

It started out when we arrived in
Columbia, Sunday night, May 19.
| drove down, arriving early to rest
a little. Around midnight, we went
through a registration process,
got our name badges, and were
seated at tables for a huge
breakfast of scrambled eggs,
sausage, bacon, biscuits and
gravy, a large fruit bowl, and all
manner of beverages.

After this, 110 of us vets, along
with about 50 guardians, boarded
buses at 1:15 AM for the trip to
Lambert Field. Arriving there
around 3:45 AM, we were greeted
by hundreds of people cheering
us on.

This was to be the norm for the
rest of the trip. Everywhere we
went, there was cheering,
clapping and saluting.

Around 5:30 AM, we took off for
Reagan International Airport in
Washington DC. We deplaned
into the concourse to be greeted
by about 200-250 people
cheering and clapping. Everyone
wanted to shake our hand.

| am not a sentimental person by
nature, but | must admit there
were times when | got choked up
and shed a few tears, it was such
a humbling experience.

We again boarded buses and
departed for Arlington National
Cemetery. The first stop was the
Women in  Military  Service
Memorial, next to Arlington. Then,
it was on to the Changing of the
Guard Ceremony at the Tomb of
the Unknowns, around 10:00 AM.
After seeing this, we boarded the
buses for a box lunch, snacks,
cookies and water. All throughout

the trip, we were plied with
snacks, candy, cookies and
water.

Our next stop was the Marine lwo
Jima Memorial. | am probably one
of the few people in America who
have never been to Washington
DC even though | grew up in
Pennsylvania, only about 3 hours
away.

Each monument, in its own way,
was more impressive and
humbling than the last. We took
plenty of pictures, along with the
2 professional photographers who
accompanied us for the whole
trip. We were also accompanied
by 2 board-certified doctors.

Then, it was on to a rolling tour of
DC, seeing the Capital, the
Pentagon, the White House, the

Bureau of Engraving and the
Holocaust Museum.

Our next stop was the World War
I Memorial. At each stop, the
guardians and support staff would
unload 20 or so wheelchairs for
those who needed them.
Spending about a half hour there,
we boarded up again to visit the
Lincoln, Korea, and Vietnam
Memorials.

At the Vietnam Wall, they will
personally make an etching of
any name on the wall and present
it to you at the end of the trip, with
a certificate. An hour and a half
later, we were off again to the Air
Force Memorial, where a Bar-B-Q
box lunch awaited us.

After an exhausting day, we
reluctantly loaded up to head
back to Reagan for the flight
home. The crowds at Reagan
were again so appreciative of us,
clapping as we walked by to
board.

When the 2 hour and 15-minute
flight touched down at Lambert,
once again hundreds of people
lined the concourse, cheering and
clapping as we walked by.

Nearing Columbia, Patriot Guard
Riders and MO Highway Patrol
pulled up alongside to escort our
buses in. Missouri Governor Mike
Parsons and Lieutenant Governor
Mike Kehoe met the buses and
welcomed us home.

If you have never been on an
HONOR FLIGHT, | only have one
word for you, GO.

You might say, well | was never
overseas, | was never in combat,
| didn’'t do anything heroic. They
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don’'t care. The thing is, you
answered the call to serve your
country.

CMHF’s waiting list is very short,
and if you apply now, there’s a
very good chance you will be able
to go by the end of the year. One
of our Vets was a 97-year-old
World War Il bomber pilot, the
only World War Il vet on the trip.

All in all, it was a very satisfying,
rewarding, tiring and emotional
day. The memories will last a
lifetime, along with the
satisfaction of having spent the
day with 109 like-minded Vets.

Larry Reighard

Post 312 Calendar Highlights

SAL Meeting, July 1
Foxhole Beer Garden, July 4
Riders Meeting, July 6
Post Meeting, July 8
Auxiliary Meeting, July 8
Veterans Home Bingo, July 18
Installation of Officers, July 20
Spaghetti Dinner, July 30

Freddy’s Night, July 13
I-70 @ Cave Springs 5 -9 PM
Tell them you are from American
Legion Post 312 & they will donate
15% of your bill to the Post on the
2" Thursday of every month

RETIREE’S CLUB

When: 15t & 39 Wednesday
Where: Legion Hall

Fare: $5.00

Starting @: 10:00 AM
Lunch @: 12:00 Noon

July 3

KP
Tom Pickering
Bob Peitz
Ken Pinkley

Menu
Bar-B-Q Pork Steak,
Baked Beans, Cole Slaw,
Bread & Dessert

July 17

KP
Jim Rau
Bob Rector
Larry Reighard

Menu
Salisbury Steak, Green
Beans, Mashed Potatoes,
Bread & Dessert

Bill Reilly, President
636-328-2340

43 POPPY VOLUNTEERS
254.5 hours donated

Office Volunteers
Mary Bandini 14.5 hrs
Val Grabanski 6 hrs
Brenda Richarz 44.5 hrs
Katy Richarz 6 hrs
Shirley Sanders 35 hrs

Poppy Distribution Volunteers
Larry Barngrover 15 hrs
Jack David 2 hrs
Joe Diel 3 hrs
Mary Diel 3 hrs
Elaine Ebert 4 hrs
Celeste Gee 2 hrs
Jay Gee 2 hrs
Gilda Gocal 1 hr
Tom Goodnick 2 hrs
Kerry Humphrey 6 hrs
JohnInce 1 hr
Dean Irwin 2 hrs
Gerald ‘Possum’ Lauer 2 hrs
Rich Middendorf 4 hrs
Lighthouse Student Council

from Pheasant Point 6 hrs
Benny Leonhard 11 hrs
Jay Marsden 3 hrs
Kris Marsden 3 hrs
Don Newman 4 hrs
Don Otersen 21 hrs
Bill Reilly 1 hr
Kevin Rufkahr 1.5 hrs
Jennifer Slater 2 hrs
Melanie Solem 4 hrs
Dave Sovanski 1 hr
Judi Sovanski 1 hr
Julie Spradling 3 hrs
Stan Steinhoff 4 hrs
Ben Stockamp Il 20 hrs
Ben Stockamp Jr 6 hrs
Betty Suellentrop 2 hrs
Connie Webb 3 hrs
Deb Wogtech 1 hr
Jill Wooldridge 4 hrs
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