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        COMMANDER 
 
I want to thank the love of my life, my 

wife, Elizabeth for sharing in my commitment to 
The American Legion and Post 312.  She has 
been with me most of my military career, through 
my retirement in 1996 and serving the Post has 
brought us even closer together if that was 
possible. That may sound familiar. It is what I 
wrote as the outgoing Commander in 2019 and it 
still applies today. 
 
I want to thank Dan Sauer for his service as a 

Commander for the past 5 years and to 

congratulate him on his election as 9th District 

Commander. I am sure his continued dedication 

to the Legion will be displayed as he continues 

on. Dan has spent many hours at the Post and 

whether it was to get his steps in while being in 

an air-conditioned environment or dealing with 

issues like covid, restarting Bingo, the roof, 

recoating the parking lot, meeting contractors, or 

ensuring the hall was ready, he was here to 

serve. 

I sincerely hope you can join me in 

congratulating your newly elected officers at the 

installation to be held at Post 312 on Saturday 

July 22.  You all are invited, and your attendance 

is a great way to start our year.  

Please consider these appointed positions that 

are still open. You can find the defined duties in 

the newly adopted Post 312 Constitution and By-

Laws.  Business Manager/ Facilities Manager. I 

will also tell you the following positions are 

currently filled but the individuals would like to 

pass on their knowledge to a successor should 

you want to step in.  Service Officer- see Don 

Newman, Newsletter Editor- see Mary 

Middendorf.   

We also need to add people to the Color Guard, 

this is nothing new. I would even support a drill 

team if someone wants to explore that. It is 

impressive to see these teams whether at a 

funeral detail or at a meeting. We are the biggest 

post in the district so it would make sense for us 

to field a team.   

Finally, as much as things have changed, some 

things remain the same. Our membership needs 

to grow, and I look forward to getting to 100% 

this year. Let’s work together to make this 

happen. It will take all members of the Legion, 

Sons, Auxiliary and Riders to pull together in this 

common goal. Let’s make this a fun place to be 

and we will meet that goal.   

Stay updated on the website, 

www.alpost312mo.org and through flyers at the 

post. We are working on a new Facebook Page. 

Larry Caron  Commander 

636-345-6106 

 

    
 POST CHAPLAIN 
 

 
Since the last report, Legionnaire Billy White 
has passed. Please keep his family in your 
prayers. Ralph Stross is recovering at home in 
Mexico. 
 
Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain 
middendorf802@gmail.com 636-328-6996 
 
 

                 

 

POST PICNIC SEPT 16 

 
 

 
 
The Post Picnic will be on 16 Sept. Details in 
next month’s Clarion. 
 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
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POST FIRST VICE 
 
Welcome again fellow Vets. 

Well hard to believe but I have a large boot on 
my foot due to an accident. 
Not fatal but very embarrassing. Ask me for more 
info. Thank you all again for your confidence in 
me as First Vice Commander. We ended this 
year with 541 and 95.75% of the goal. Thank you 
all for your help allowing us to make that mark. 
Next, we have been involved with several events 
and others this month and will continue this 
summer. 
My wish is that you join us at one or more of 
these events. Some of us cannot walk very far so 
a parade is probably not your best choice, 
however we have multiple events scheduled that 
will not require walking four miles. In addition, if 
you cannot join a current event, come by with an 
event you think you can add value to and pickup 
someone from the post to go with you. We are 
not limited to current events, if you have an 
event, you need the Legion to sponsor, please 
bring it up for consideration. We are constantly 
looking for more we can do to help the 
community. 
As a matter of fact, if you were at the last Legion 
meeting, you would have had the opportunity to 
meet Brad Pitt. Now, it was not “THE” Brad Pitt 
but nevertheless the Riders found a charity they 
could support and did so. Another instance of us 
picking up additional cash was the Harley Hogs 
to the tune of $1600. Not bad for a first-time 
event. In addition to local Bingo, we provide 
Bingo for the Vets retirement home. Somewhere 
else you could help. Rides provided from post. 
I told you about an emergency fallback cook, 
Friday Aug 21, Ivan Brown a local chef living in 
St. Charles, plans on being at Bingo to see the 
operation and see if he can help. 
Family dinners are picking up July 25 next on 
then in August Family Dinner will be provided 
by Tony’s on MainStreet. 
We are still working on some promotional items. 
We should have a list in the first two meetings of 
the new year. Included with that will be a cost 
estimate. If you have something you think would 

be a good sale item or something you want, let 
me know. 
Don’t forget, just one event has been the game 
of American Legion all-stars from Missouri and 
Illinois. The event is scheduled for Aug 6. The 
initial game with the Colorado Rockies vs. St. 
Louis Cardinals but then the real games start. 
Don’t miss it. 
May God Bless this Post and may God Bless the 
United States of America. 
 
alpost312mo.org/. Our Post 312 web site now 
includes the Clarion and our current calendar. 
mylegion.org   A place to pay your dues 
(reminder as of January 2023 are $50) 
 
“Be the change that you wish to see in the 
world.” 
― Mahatma Gandhi 
How’s about that? So, let’s get started. 
 
Brian Bush, 1st Vice President 
bbush2005@gmail.com 636-698-5495 
 

 

 AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 
Here we are at the start of a new year! New 
beginnings always feel so refreshing! I hope 
everyone is having a wonderful summer, despite 
the heat. 
We have a lot to do to get our year started. We 
do have some changes in our officers, and we 
also have a few changes in our committee chairs. 
Please remember these are committee chairs. 
That means that more than one person can work 
on that mission. If your heart is speaking to you 
about doing something in one of these areas, just 
let me know or let the committee chair know. 
Everyone is welcome to participate! 
We do still need someone to take the legislative 
chair and music is also available! If you would 
like to take on one of these roles, just let me 
know. 
I don’t think we announced the 2023-24 officers 
after election. Our First Vice President is Lucille 
Armbruster; Second Vice President is Mary 
Bandini; Secretary is Jeanne Steinhoff; 
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Treasurer is Lestine Echele; Chaplain is Bam 
Kelly; Historian is Laura Diel; Sergeants-at-
Arms are Mary Diel and Ashley Marsden; 
Members-at-Large are Elizabeth Carron, Nancy 
Ebert, and Kris Marsden. I will again serve as 
President.  
 
I appreciate the trust placed in me to do this job, 
and I take it very seriously. 
We got lots of information about upcoming 
changes at the Department Convention this past 
week. 
 
Please come to the next meeting so you will 
know all the latest! I also want to remind 
everyone to mark your calendar for the next 
District meeting to be held at Post 312 on 
September 10. We had 17 members. 
at the one in June – let’s see if we can beat that 
number in September!! 
 
See you on August 14 for our regular meeting! 
 
Jan Irwin, Auxiliary President 636-699-9577 

 

AUXILIARY 

FIRST VICE 
 
Our auxiliary year begins August 1, so it is time 
to think about your dues for the 2023-2024 year. 
We were 100% this last year, so let’s do it again. 
The dues this year will be for Senior members 
$34.00 and Junior members $5.00. The increase 
is due to National raising theirs. 
 
You can leave the dues at the Fox Hole but be 
sure to mark the envelope with your name. You 
can also send it to me:  
 
Lucille Armbruster, Membership Chairman, 8 
Alma Dr., St. Charles, MO 63304-5512. 
National will be sending out renewal notices in 
September. 
 
Remember your dues help us to continue 
working on our auxiliary programs, such as 
Scholarships, Girls State, Community Service, 
Americanism, National Security, Poppy program, 
Children and Youth and above all Veterans Affair 

and Rehabilitation. Without your support we 
could not help our veterans. 
If you have any questions, please let me know. 
 
Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 1st Vice & 
Membership Chairman lucillera@charter.net 
8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304 636-441-6419 
or 314-238-6330 cell.  

 

 

AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN 
 
 

“TRUE HEROISM IS REMARKABLY SOBER, 
VERY UNDRAMATIC, IT IS NOT THE URGE TO 
SURPASS ALL OTHER AT WHATEVER THE 
COST, BUT THE URGE TO SERVE OTHERS 
AT WHATEVER THE COST.” BE THE ONE. 
Talk, listen and serve. And if all else fails, give a 
HUG!  
 
Bam Kelly, Auxiliary Chaplain 314-795-0283 
 

 

 VETERANS AFFAIRS & 

REHAB 
 
VA&R is sponsoring a food drive for the 
Jefferson Barracks Food Pantry. It will be held 
Sept. 11- 25. 
Please drop off items in The Foxhole.  Thank 
you. 
Mary Diel, VA&R Chair 314-910-2992 
mdiel1943@gmail.com 

 

  

VETERANS HOME BINGO 
 

The next Veterans Home Bingo will be in Sept. 
We will leave the Post at 6 PM. Please call us 
ahead of time if you want a ride. Join us for a fun 
time! 

Mary Diel and Rich Middendorf Veterans Home 
Bingo Co-Chairs  
Mary 314-910-2992 or Rich 636-329-6996 

 

 

mailto:mdiel1943@gmail.com
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AMERICAN LEGION 

 RIDERS 

 

Let me start with the exciting stuff!! 
The Legacy Ride, the annual Missouri State 
Legion Riders fundraising event. This year’s ride 
was held June 23 – 25 in conjunction with the 
State of Arkansas in the Ozarks of Branson, MO. 
There were five Arkansas riders that made the 
trip up from Corssett, AR. That is about 15 miles 
north of the Louisiana state line. On the first day 
of our ride, we logged over 300+ miles in the 
Ozark hills of Missouri. The second day we 
traveled into northwest Arkansas finding many 
twisty roads and shade trees. Our highlight stop 
was Pea Ridge National Park where we saw a 
many numbers of silent civil war cannons that 
seem to echo from their rails the bloody battle 
that occurred there. Looking out across the field I 
can almost see the ghosts of Union and 
Confederate soldiers charging at one another 
and wonder how brother can fight against brother 
in such a dreadful conflict. And I’m thankful today 
we live in a country where everyone is free. The 
third day we rode to St. Roberts to finish out our 
ride, the Arkansas riders even finished there as 
well, kudos to them. 

When all was said and done, the Riders collected 
over $54,000 and more is still coming in. 

Post 312 Riders donated $323 to the fund. If you 
wish to contribute to the American Legion 
Scholarship fund, you have until July 31 to get 
your donation into the state department for it to 
count in this year’s donation. After July 31, it 
goes on to next year’s donations. 

Boys & Girl’s state – State riders participated in a 
flag line for the boys and girls state event June 
29 and with a Girls state motorcade/parade June 
30 through Lindenwood University campus. The 
weather was not as bad as it was predicted, but 
we were chased into shelter after the parade by 
a thunderstorm. 

At our July meeting, Albert St. Clair and Kerry 
Humphrey had their thinking caps turn up on 
high and came up with some great ideas for fund 
raising events. We are already talking about 

Christmas, a dance, doing raffles and such. More 
to come. Let’s try to make some of these come to 
life. Good job guys! 

At the July 10 general post meeting, the Riders 
donated 500 dollars to the Hartbauer &amp; 
McBride foundation to assist local bikers in the 
area that are in need. Brad Pitt was present to 
represent Hartbauer & McBride. Brad is also a 
SAL member and Legion Rider. 

July 15 Report from Missouri State Legion Riders 
general meeting in Springfield, MO. New officers 
were elected and installed. Bob Norris – State 
Director, Tony Rumbo – Asst. State Director, 
Christine Sapp – Treasure, Sherrie Norris – 
Secretary, Ed Witthar – Judge Advocate, David 
Bently – Chaplain, Cecil Goodin – Sgt. at Arms. 
Our total collection for the Legacy Ride had 
grown over $68,000 and is still climbing. We’ll get 
more info of our final total on Aug 1. Stay 
connected with the ALR Missouri Facebook page 
and our chapter FB page. 

Missouri State Fair Military Appreciation Day will 
be Aug 13. The ALRMO will be part of a 
procession through the fairgrounds. Staging 
begins at 1130 at the MODOT. facility on Hwy 
65S, Ride Brief at 1245, KSU at 1300. More info 
on the ALR Missouri Facebook page. State 
Directors’ challenge for the 2023 – 2024 year has 
been posted. Look for the post “WHO DOESN’T 
LOVE A PARADE” on the ALR Missouri 
Facebook page. 

Continue to talk about the Legion and Riders to 
people you meet when out and about. 
Remember, riders can have any make of 
motorcycle to be in the Riders along with being a 
Legion, SAL, or Auxiliary member. Not everyone 
has to have a Ducati. Keep looking, keep 
recruiting. 

Motorcycle question of the month: What kind of 
motorcycle does a pirate ride? 

Have the answer at the next meeting and you 
win a prize! But you must be there to win. 

Next meeting on Mon Aug 7 at 6 PM. 

Tony Rumbo, ALR Director 
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683 
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  SONS OF AMERICAN 

LEGION 

Thanks to everyone who grilled for 
the 4th of July celebration at the 
Post.  You guys’ rock! 

Our next Harley Hotdog Hut will be August 
19th.  Please come to our August meeting to sign 
up for a morning or afternoon shift. It's easy work 
and helps us get visibility to the community.  
 
Our next meeting is August 7th at 7:00pm. 
 
John Leonard, Squadron Commander 314-303-
6665 
 

  

 AMERICANISM/ 

CHILDREN & 

YOUTH/ COLOR 

GUARD 
 
SCHOOLS OUT FOR THE SUMMER!!!   
 
Please read the September 2023 newsletter for 
the exciting Americanism/Children & Youth 
programs for the new school year. 
 
We look forward to another new and exciting 
Americanism/Children & Youth, Law & Order and 
Public Safety, and Color Guard/Honor Guard 
American Legion year!!! 
 
COLOR GUARD/HONOR GUARD NEWS: 
 
Your Color Guard/Honor Guard Team needs 
some additional team members.  If you would like 
to join this team for parades, funerals and other 
exciting community events just call me Larry 
DuFour at (636) 441-7102 and we welcome 
you!!! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102 
Americanism/Children & Youth/Law and 
Order/Color Guard Captain 
 

 

 

 
 
 

As we enter our trial phase of no smoking in the 
Foxhole, I want to invite everyone to come on 
out and enjoy what the Foxhole has to offer. We 
have bowling, at least the electronic version 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month. 
Come in and sign up, we start around 6:30pm. 
On most Saturdays we have entertainment from 
7-10PM, bring a guest and enjoy the evening. 
We will also have sports on TV to enjoy. Don’t 
forget to participate in the monthly 50/50 
drawing, tickets are on sale in The Foxhole. 
I want to thank all the people who volunteered for 
the Hog Rally (Harley Owners Group) event 
in St. Charles. This was an offsite event with over 
1200 registrants. Although it was hot, we had 
a pretty good event and it gave us good 
exposure. Thank you Hogs and thanks to all the 
volunteers. 
For entertainment in August, we have Jackie D 
on the 8th, Mike Feldman on the 22nd and 
Boston Dave, (Karaoke) closing out the 
month as we recognize August Birthdays on the 
29th. 
Thank you all for your support of The Foxhole, 
don’t forget to sign your guests in, we look 
forward to a great summer. 
 
Kris Marsden, Bar Manager 
636-219-5282 
Larry Carron Bar Chairman 
636-345-6106 
 
 

              LEGION BOWLING TEAM 

 
We wish to send out a big Thank you to Post 312 
for sponsoring our Friday Afternoon Senior Men’s 
Bowling League at Plaza Bowl. 
Our American Legion Post 312 team came in at 
First Place this year. Looking forward to bowling 
for the Post in the upcoming season. 
Lynn Barteau  
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            PASTA DINNER 
 
TUESDAY AUGUST 29 
Instead of our traditional Spaghetti Dinner this 
Pasta Dinner will be provided by TONY’S ON 
MAIN STREET.  
 For $10 you will get a dinner of Chicken Modiga 
with penne in white sauce, a side salad, roll. 
And your choice of a chocolate or vanilla 
cupcake. 
Call or text in your order to 314-795-0283 by 
Tuesday August 22. 
Bring your family/friends and have a great meal 
and support the American Legion Post 312. 
 And when you are on Main Street, please have 
lunch or dinner at TONY’S ON MAIN and thank 
them for always supporting our American Legion. 
 

CHRISTMAS DINNER RETURNING 

   

Let everyone know that the 5280 Foundation is 
bringing back Christmas Dinner. On December 
the 23rd of Dec. 2023. And we are looking for 
donations and volunteers. More details to come... 
 
Don't hesitate to contact the Foundation at 636-
214-8688 for more information. 

 

Albert St. Claire and Mike Robinson 
 

                                                                                                                                            

FRIDAY NIGHT 

BINGO  

Bring your friends and join 
us for an evening of Bingo. Friday nights doors 
open at 4:30 Bingo starts at 6:30. 

 

POST 312 LEGION 

BASEBALL NEWS 

 

 A few tickets are still available for the MO Vs IL  
All-Star game at Busch Stadium on Sun. Aug 6. 
Tickets get you in to watch the Cards vs Rockies 
game at 1:00 and the Legion MO Vs IL all star 
game which follows. These tickets are $25.00. 
To join us on a Bus leaving the post at 11:30am, 
tickets are $50.00 each and include the above 
plus the bus trip down and back with soft 
drinks/snacks on the bus. 
To purchase tickets, contact Tom Rhoads (314) 
304-6702 or Russ Klicker (314) 705-9147 
For the bus trip, tickets are available at the 
Foxhole. 
Our post teams had very busy seasons. Although 
none made the playoffs there were many exciting 
games. 
The Legion Metro Collegiate League Team 
finished 5th which is great for a first-year 
team. Five of our players made the all-star 
game.  Ozzie Smith the league chairman was 
there along with several pro scouts, local 
baseball celebrities, and college coaches. 
The D-2 league, which is focused on smaller 
cities and schools in the state, has five teams 
registered. They are getting ready to play their 
1st state tournament. 
Our very first online raffle entitled the 50/50 
Firecracker was a success with Chaplain Rich 
winning the pot. 
Thank you for taking the time to read my 
post.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you 
have any questions about our Missouri American 
Legion Baseball program. 
 
Russell Klicker, Post 312 Baseball Manager 314-

705-9147 

 

 
  



American Legion Family Emergency Grants 

American Legion Family members facing emergency situations, often caused by natural 
disasters, are eligible for immediate grant assistance. Here is an overview of several 
options to determine if you or a loved one qualifies. 

AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL EMERGENCY FUND 

What it is: The National Emergency Fund (NEF) provides grants up to $3,000 for 
eligible American Legion and Sons of The American Legion members, and up to 
$10,000 for Legion posts affected by natural disasters such as hurricanes, flooding, 
tornadoes and wildfires. 

Eligibility: Membership in the Legion or Sons must be active when the disaster strikes 
and when the application is filed. 

What's covered: An NEF grant may be considered when the applicant: 

• Has been displaced from his or her primary residence due to damage sustained during 
a declared natural disaster. 

• Provides copies of receipts of items required to meet immediate needs (such as 
temporary housing, food, water, clothing, diapers, etc.) during the period immediately 
following the disaster. 

Resources:  

• Applications for recovery from a natural disaster at www.legion.org/emergency/apply  

• For more information, please visit www.legion.org/NEF 

TEMPORARY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

What it is: The American Legion Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA) program 
awards cash grants up to $1,500 to current active duty servicemembers or American 
Legion members with minor children at home. These grants help families in need meet 
the cost of shelter, food, utilities and health expenses. 

Eligibility: The child or children of an active-duty veteran or American Legion member 
must not be older than 17, or 20, if still enrolled in high school, or is physically 
handicapped. The minor child must be the biological child, stepchild, or in the legal 
custody of a qualifying veteran. 

What's covered: Temporary assistance may be considered when: 

• A complete investigation is conducted at the post or department level, a legitimate 
family need is determined, and all other available assistance resources have been 
utilized or exhausted. Additionally, the TFA application must originate and be filled out 
by someone at the local level. 

Resources:  

• For those seeking Temporary Financial Assistance, the application can be found 
at www.legion.org/financialassistance/apply 

• For more information, please visit www.legion.org/financialassistance 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
AS OF 5 JULY  
 
NO SMOKING IN 
THE FOXHOLE ! 

1 2 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 
 
Xbox Bowling 
6:30pm in the 
 Foxhole 

3 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

4 
 
Bingo 
6:30 pm in the Hall 
DOORS OPEN 3:00 
 
 

5 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 
 
 
Jackie D in  
The Foxhole 

6 
 
Foxhole Open 
Noon-6pm 

7 
 
Riders Mtg 6pm 
SAL Meeting 7pm 
 
Foxhole Open 5pm 

8 9 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

10 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

11 
 
Bingo 
6:30 pm in the Hall 
DOORS OPEN 3:00 

12 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 
 
Mike Feldman 
In The Foxhole 

13 
 
Foxhole Open 
Noon-6pm 

14 

 

Post Meeting 7:30pm 

Auxiliary Mtg 7:30pm 
 
Foxhole Open 5pm 

15 16 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 
 
Xbox Bowling 
6:30pm in the 
 Foxhole 

17 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

18 
 
Bingo 
6:30 pm in the Hall 
DOORS OPEN 3:00 

19 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 
 

20 
 
Foxhole Open 
Noon-6pm 

21 22 23 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

24 
Foxhole Open 3pm 
 
Last Day to Order  
Pasta from Tony’s  
Dinner  
314-795-0283 

25 
 
Bingo 
6:30 pm in the Hall 
DOORS OPEN 3:00 

26 
Foxhole Open 3pm 
 
Boston Dave 
In The Foxhole 

27 
 
Foxhole Open 
Noon-6pm 

28 29 
PASTA by TONY’s 
On MAIN Dinner 
 
Dine-In or Curbside 
4:30-6pm 

Foxhole Open 3-8pm 

30 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

31 
 
Foxhole Open 3pm 

  
SAVE THE  DATE 
 
SEPT 16 
FAMILY PICNIC 

American Legion Post 312 St. Charles MO 

August 2023 

Post 636-947-7666    Hall Rental 314-952-8833      Foxhole 636-724-9712       
www.alpost312mo.org              


