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COMMANDER’S CORNER Any time you can spare will be a | Our Post Commander and

| wish to thank all who made our
Post installation ceremonies so
memorable. A special thanks to
Liz Carron and her family for a
great dinner and the Ladies
Auxiliary for the hall and table
decorations.

Our annual Family Picnic will be
September 14 starting at 11 AM.
We will be requesting a $2 per
person donation for lunch which
will be served at 2 PM.

A sign-up sheet will be available
in the Foxhole or you can call the
Post at 636-947-7666 and leave
your name and the number of
people attending.

| got my first meeting under my
belt with 34 members and officers
in attendance. Post business
discussed included the need for
an additional computer and a new
floor scrubber.

We held a planning session with
all Post Family organizations
represented to schedule events
for the coming year. The Post
calendar is available on our
website: alpost312mo.org.

An increase in annual dues to
$35.00 was approved by Post
membership, but the first mailing
of renewal notices by National did
not reflect this change. Hopefully,
this will be corrected before the
next notices are sent.

We are always in need of
volunteers for bingo, the spaghetti
dinner and other Post functions.

great help to the Post and our
mission of supporting our military
and assisting veterans in need.

If you have ideas or suggestions,
please call or text or email me.

Hope to see you at our next
meeting on September 9 and
the Family Picnic on September
14.

Dan Sauer, Commander
314-808-8438 dsauer@aol.com

FIRST VICE COMMANDER

On July 30, President Trump
signed into law the Legion Act -
and our National Charter was
immediately changed to expand
eligibility to include veterans
who served from April 6, 1917 to
November 11, 1918 and from
December 7, 1941 until the
United States is no longer at
war, as determined by Congress.
No other restrictions are changed.

Veterans who were honorably
discharged, but whose service did
not fall into the seven previously-
defined war eras, may now join
The American Legion.

Many relatives of new American
Legion members are now eligible
to join the SAL or the Auxiliary
based on the membership
requirements of those
organizations.

This presents an opportunity to
invite potential new members into
The American Legion and Post
312.

officers encourage all members to
extend an invitation to newly
eligible veterans and their families
to join The American Legion
Family.

New membership materials will
be developed and provided as
quickly as possible. It is
recommended that prospective
members for previously
undocumented war eras write
"Other Conflicts" in the eligibility
date section.

Additionally, The American
Legion charter was amended with
the clause: 36 USC Section
2170A : Nondiscrimination: The
requirements for holding a staff
position in the corporation [The
American Legion] may not
discriminate on the basis of race,
color, religion, sex or national
origin.
John Gonzales, 15T Vice
314-707-3758

~—— ~ ~ ~

SERVICE OFFICER REPORT

A short article to re-introduce
myself as the Post 312 Service
Officer, per the recent Post
meeting in August.

As the past Service Officer
stated, call me at home 636-947-
1050 or on my cell at 636-896-
6013.

I’m here to assist for questions or

financial concerns.
Don Lauer, Service Officer
636-947-1050 or 636-896-6013 cell

Foxhole 636-724-9712

Post 636-947-7666
www.alpost312mo.org

Hall Rental 636-634-0403
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POST CHAPLAIN

No Legion members have passed
since my last report.

Please let me know if you would
like to be on the call list to be
notified when we are asked to
participate in a funeral service.

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain
636-328-6996

~ ~ ~ ~—~

HONORABLE MENTION

Our Post custodians retired
effective July 31 after many years
of service. Cynthia and Al
Escobar assumed these duties
more than 14 years ago, in June
of 2005, handling those heavy
tables we just recently replaced
with lighter plastic ones.

Everyone in the Post Family
knew we could depend on them
to have everything set up for any
Post function or rental occasion.

For the past dozen years, Cindy
did most of the work; she always
had a big shine on the hall floors
and all the chairs were lined up
‘at attention’.

Thanks to both of you for all your
devoted attention, we really
appreciate all of your time and
effort!

Jeff Kull, a SAL member, has
assumed these duties and is off
to a running start and things
continue to look good.

For over six years now, Jeff
Denker, another SAL member,
has been taking care of the grass
cutting/trimming at our Post
home. Jeff supplies all labor,
material and equipment without
charge to the Post. Thank you,

Jeff. We appreciate all that you
do.

Lestine Echele is now helping
Jim Rau, our Finance Officer, with
the financial records. She is the
spouse of Paul, who is a 30+ year
Legion member. We appreciate
her stepping forward to assist.

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

“Don’t let what you can’t do stop
you from doing what you can do”
-John Wooden

It was certainly good to see
everyone who joined us at our
August meeting and for those
who were unable to come. . .we
did miss you!

Girls State participants sponsored
by Unit 312 and our co-sponsors
attended the August meeting to
report on their experiences.

Pictured left to right is Marie
Lindquist-Francis Howell North,
Rachel Buenger-Duchesne, Emily
Hood-Francis Howell North, Iris
Guerrero-St. Charles West, Emily

Richardson-St. Charles West,
and Maria DelGiudice-
Duchesne. Not pictured is

Elizabeth Kleitz-Duchesne and
Stephanie Johnson-Francis
Howell High.

We still have Committee Chair
positions available for
consideration. If you are thinking
about  volunteering for a
committee, but you don’t know
where to begin or what type of
time commitment it will take, rest
assured the Officers are here to
help you any way we can.

Remember, a committee can
have two chairpersons, so if you
have someone who would like to
share the job, “WE WANT YOU!”

If “Committee Chairperson” isn’t
your thing, but you would like to
serve on a committee or get a

better understanding of our
committees, PLEASE PLEASE
PLEASE reach out to a

committee chairperson or give me
a call/text/email.

Auxiliary Committees
Audit
Denise Pallardy/Judy Sovanski

Cavalcade of Memories
Denise Pallardy
Chaplain/Mortuary
Jeanne Steinhoff

Community Service
Lori Millam

Post 636-947-7666

Hall Rental 636-634-0403

Foxhole 636-724-9712

www.alpost312mo.org
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Constitution & Bylaws
Lori Millam

Girls State
Lucille Armbruster/Lori Millam

Membership
Lucille Armbruster

National Security
Kris Marsden

Poppy

Brenda Richarz/Mary Bandini
Public Relations

Laura Diel

Scholarships
Lucille Armbruster/Georgia Davis

Open Auxiliary Committees

Americanism

Children & Youth

Education

Juniors

Leadership

Legislative

Music

Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

We need two kitchen volunteers
for the Family Picnic on
September 14 to help with setup
and food prep from 11 AM to 1
PM. If you would like to join the
fun and frolic with KP Duty, we
would love to have you. Please
contact me if you are available.

B-1-N-G-O The Bingo kitchen was
closed the last two Fridays in
August, while our new Kitchen
Manager Elizabeth Carron has
been diligently working to revise
the menu and the duties to ease

the tasks at hand for our
volunteers.
Our “Dream Teams” for the

bingo kitchen would be teams for
each week of the month. Can
you work one Friday each

month? The beauty of this plan
is, in the event of schedule
changes, we would have other
volunteers to trade days and we
would never be short-handed.

We are still looking for volunteers
to work in the kitchen starting at
4:00 PM on Friday afternoons
and volunteers to help with
cleanup starting at 5:30 PM. If
you are interested, please let us
know.

For those of you on Facebook,
please join our Facebook page:
“‘American Legion Auxiliary Unit
Post 312 St. Charles, Missouri”.

Mark your calendars now to join
us at our next meeting on
September 9 at 7:30 PM.

Laura Diel, Auxiliary President

Lauraldiel@gmail.com
636-219-7091

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE

The LEGION Act expands
membership eligibility in The
American Legion Family. It was

signed into law by President
Donald Trump in July and
declares the United States has
been in a state of war since
December 7, 1941.

For the American Legion
Auxiliary, there are now two
eligibility periods: April 6, 1917
to November 11, 1918 and
December 7, 1941 until the
United States is no longer at
war, as determined by Congress.

While new membership
applications are being created,

prospective members can write
“other conflicts” in the eligibility
date section of existing
applications.  This is a great
opportunity to invite those who
are newly eligible to join.

Email renewals have been sent, if
Department has your email on file
in their database. Paper
renewals will be mailed on
September 15.

If you have received your 2020
membership card, please
disregard any further notices you
receive.

To all other members, your 2020
dues are now due. You can
renew online at
ALAforVeterans.org or send to
Lucille Armbruster, Membership
Chairman, at 8 Alma Dr., St.
Charles, MO 63304 or drop it off
at the Fox Hole, but please make
sure your name is on the
envelope. Thanks in advance!

Remember our theme 5
‘KEEPING OUR PROMISE, Past,
Present and Future”. Let’s try to
be 100% this year. Our goal is
292 members.

Keep looking for new members!

If you have any questions, please
let me know at the phone number
or email address below.

We are looking forward to a great
year!!
Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary

15t Vice & Membership Chairman
636-441-6419 lucillera@charter.net

Post 636-947-7666
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SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION

There will be no SAL meeting in
September. We hope you will join
us at our next meeting on
Monday, October 7 at 7 PM.

John Leonard, Squadron Commander
314-303-6665

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

The Riders will be hosting a Taco
Night at the Post on Saturday,
September 28. Three tacos for
$5 from 6 to 8 PM.

Come join us and stay for
Karaoke in the Foxhole at 7 PM.

The 2019 Epic Ride for Dignity
and Remembrance stopped at
Post 312 on Sunday, July 14 on
their cross-country motorcycle
ride and presented us with a
signed KIA flag.

The mission of the Epic Ride is to
raise awareness and money for
the continued development of the

California Central Coast Veterans
Cemetery (CCCVC). In particular,
to fund in-ground burial for those
veterans who desire it or whose
faith or culture requires it.

We hope to see you at our next
meeting on Thursday,
September 5 at 6:30 PM.

Paul Rodgers, Legion Riders Director
314-800-8318

AMERICANISM/
CHILDREN & YOUTH

St. Charles Fire and Police
Departments will again be
participating in our Family Picnic
on September 14 with a fire
truck and police horse or K9
dog for kids of all ages.

This year's 5" Grade Essay
Contest is titled “Why | Like
Police Officers and Firefighters”.
Winners will be invited to our
Buddy Supper on November 9 for
awards and recognition.

American Education Week,
November 18 to 22, is co-
sponsored by the American

Legion and the Ladies Auxiliary.

We are promoting our High
School Oratorical Scholarship
Program. This constitutional
speech contest will be held in
December for St. Charles County.
Larry DuFour, Americanism/Children

& Youth/Law & Order & Public Safety
636-441-7102

~ ~ ~ ~

SPAGHETTI DINNER

Don’t forget the next Spaghetti
Dinner on Tuesday, August 27
and the last Tuesday of every
month through October.

Thanks to all of you who come
out and support this Post
fundraiser. Bring your friends and
neighbors this month!

Spaghetti Dinner Committee

Larry Reighard, Dan Sauer

& Rich Middendorf
314-808-8438 & 636-328-6996

VETERANS HOME BINGO

The next Veterans’ Home Bingo
will be Thursday, September 19.

Come join us for a fun evening
entertaining the residents of the
Missouri Veterans Home.

Rich Middendorf, VA&R Chair
636-328-6996

~—~— ~ ~ ~

Epontion

FOXHOLE EVENTS

9/14 - Music by S&G - 7 PM
following the Family Picnic

9/28 — Karaoke - 7 PM
with Legion Riders Taco Night

As | transition into the role of
Foxhole Committee Chairman, |
want to thank Dean Irwin for his
years in the position and for his
continued help in the transition.

| will be calling for a Bartenders’
meeting and will also hold a Bar
Committee meeting soon to
address the NFL, membership of
the committee and other topics.

| appreciate all the great
suggestions | have received so
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far and will work to implement the
ones that the committee lands on.

Soon we will be starting up

Saturday entertainment again,
details to follow.
One notable change is Kris

Marsden has been named Bar
Manager, while | will be the Bar
Committee Chairman. Kris will
continue with her normal duties
and some added responsibilities
as well. This is imperative as |
still hold a full-time job and much
work needs to be done during the
day.

| look forward to seeing you in the
Foxhole whether you are enjoying
a drink or just visiting.

Larry Carron, Foxhole Committee Chair
636-345-6106

Foxhole 50/50 Raffle

$1 or 6 for $5

Drawing 7 PM
Last Day of The Month

You Do Not Need to Be
Present to Win

—~————

SAL Liquor Basket Raffle
$1 or 6 for $5
Drawing at the Family Picnic

Tickets on Sale Now
in the Foxhole

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION

| am looking forward to the
upcoming year as Commander.
Thanks in advance for the help
and guidance | will receive from
everyone.

Please note there is no SAL
meeting September 2 since it
falls on Labor Day.

We will need volunteers for the
Family Picnic on September 14.
We will set up at 9:00 AM, do
some cooking for lunch and clean
up around 5:00 PM. Mark your
calendars.

Lastly, we are running a Liquor
Basket Raffle from now until the
Family Picnic. We will draw the
winner on that day. Tickets are
$1.00 or six for $5. See the
Foxhole bartender for tickets.

John Leonard, Squadron Commander
314-303-6665

FOXHOLE SPORTING EVENTS

September Bowling
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
9/4 & 9/18

September Shuffleboard
Sundays at 3:30 PM
9/8 & 9/22

7/17 bowling results:
15t place — Kevin & Betty
2"d place — Stan & Sean
3d place — Mary B & Jeanne
4" place — Dean & Norm
51 place — Rich & Jay

7/28 shuffleboard results:
15t place — Royce & Diane

2"d place — Mike & Rosanna
3" place — Rich & Marie
4 place — Mary M & Betty

8/7 bowling results:
15t place — Jay & Dean
2"d place — Kevin & Rich
3 place — Mary B & Sean

8/11 shuffleboard results:
15t place — Dan & Marie
2"d place — Diane & Mary M
3 place — Mike & Rosanna
4" place — Royce & Rich

8/21 bowling results:
15t place — Kevin & Stan
2"d place — Jay & Mary B
3 place — Rich & Betty
4t place — Jeanne & Dean

RETIREE’S CLUB

When: 15t & 39 Wednesday
Where: Legion Hall

Fare: $5.00

Starting @: 10:00 AM
Lunch @: 12:00 Noon

September 4

KP
Cletus VanBooven
Barney Vaughan
Bud Watts

September 18

KP
Jim White
Bill Williams
Dallas Barteau

Bill Reilly, President
636-328-2340
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Post 312 Calendar
Highlights

Riders Meeting, Sept 5
District Meeting, Sept 8
Post Meeting, Sept 9
Auxiliary Meeting, Sept 9
Freddy’s Night, Sept 12
Family Picnic, Sept 14
Music by S&G, Sept 14
Clarion Articles Due, Sept 16
Veterans Home Bingo, Sept 19
Spaghetti Dinner, Sept 24
Taco & Karaoke Night, Sept 28

SAL Meeting, October 7

A Proud Year of
American Legion Successes

Dear American Legion Family
and Friends,

Nearly one year ago in my
acceptance speech, | talked
about how this centennial year
would be more than just a
celebration. It would also be
about “charting the course for our
future and remaining strong and
relevant. Strength, my friends, is
paramount,” | said when | was
elected national commander in
the year of our 100th anniversary
as an organization.

Without a doubt, The American
Legion is strong, relevant and
poised for another influential
century of service to
communities, states and nation.

The influence of The American
Legion was felt on Capitol Hill
where lawmakers approved the
LEGION ACT. This legislation
means that more than 1,600
servicemembers who were killed
or wounded in  previously
undeclared war eras now truly get
the recognition they deserve. It
also opens up all benefits of
American Legion membership
to an additional 4.2 million
veterans.

Also notable is that American
Legion-supported legislation won
the long fight for Blue Water
Navy veterans to receive VA
disability benefits for illnesses
linked to exposure to Agent
Orange during the Vietnam War.
The law, signed by President
Trump in June, will extend
disability benefits covering
medical conditions associated
with Agent Orange exposure to
those who served on ships off the
coast of Vietnam.

The American Legion also came
to the aid of active-duty Coast
Guard members when their pay
was held up amid the government
shutdown in  January. We
provided more than $1 million in
expedited Temporary Financial
Assistance (TFA) grants that
assisted 3,120 children of 1,173
Coast Guard servicemembers.

True to our core mission, The
American Legion also fought to
preserve the memories of our
comrades from past wars.

On June 20, in a landmark
decision, the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled 7-2 in favor of The
American Legion, allowing the
Bladensburg World War |
Veterans Memorial to remain
where it has stood since 1925.
The  cross-shaped memorial
honors 49 World War | veterans
who never returned home to their
community in Prince George’s
County, Md.

Perhaps the most-watched
centennial event was when The
American Legion was featured
near the start of the Rose Bowl
Parade on New Year's Day in
Pasadena, Calif. An estimated
4.7 million people viewed the
parade in person or on television.
“‘People were very supportive as
we passed,” | said at the time. “A
lot of ‘God bless the USA’ and
‘thank you for your service.” And
they never stopped. The crowds
just went on and on and on.”

And that is what The American
Legion will do. We will go on and
on and on. Our organization has
a bright future and so do our
fellow veterans, today’s
servicemembers and America’s
children. And that is thanks to you
and your dedication to The
American Legion.
By Brett Reistad,

National Commander
excerpted from www.legion.org
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