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COMMANDER DAN 

Greetings one and all, hope 
everyone is doing well. The month 
of August is almost gone and 
soon we will be into the Fall 
months. Hopefully the weather will 
start to cool down with a little less 
rain. 

I wish to thank all who helped out 
with the First Responders Lunch. 
More than 100 lunches were 
picked up or delivered to the St. 
Charles City and County Police, 
Sheriff, Prosecutor and Fire Dept. 

The turnout for our first Curbside 
and Carryout Spaghetti Dinner 
in July was better than expected 
and sold out at 120 dinners.  We 
hope everyone returned in August 
to see our improved packaging 
and will be back again on 
Tuesday September 29 with their 
family and friends.. Please call to 
order your dinners several days in 
advance so we know how much 
food to cook. 

The next Post and Auxiliary 
meetings will be September 14. I 
urge everyone to attend and have 
your voice be heard and be 
informed on the issues we face in 
these unprecedented times. 

The Post Picnic has been 
postponed.  It was a difficult 
decision for the Executive Board 
and members-at-large and we 
thank you for understanding. We 
will try to hold an event for the 
membership later. 

I have been advised that 
attendance at the Foxhole is way 
down. We need your support and 
appreciate your attendance when 
you can join us.  

I presented JJ’s Restaurant with a 
replacement American flag on 
August 15. 

 We are moving forward on the 
roof issue and hopefully can get 
started on the new roof by early 
September. Once the new roof is 
in place, we can hold events in 
the large hall again. 

Until the next issue of the Clarion, 
thank you and God Bless 
America. Remember to check on 
your fellow members. 

Commander Dan 

Daniel Sauer, Post Commander 
314-808-8438 dsauer@aol.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PAINT & SIP PARTY 

AUXILIARY FUNDRAISER 

There is a flyer on the back page 

of this Clarion with details about 

the Auxiliary Paint Party. 

It will be held on Sunday, 

October 18 from 1–4 PM. 

Registration will open on 

September 18 and close on 

October 8.  

If you registered earlier for the 

original March 29 date, you do not 

have to register again. I have a 

list of those already registered if 

you don’t remember.  

 Please make note of the deadline 

information. You must be 

registered by October 8 to 

participate. Contact me with any 

questions. 

Jeanne Steinhoff 
Steinhoff50@att.net 

636-219-4311 

 

POST CHAPLAIN 

Blaine ‘Jinx’ Henkel passed. No 

Legion services were requested. 

Auxiliary member Elizabeth 

‘Betty Lou’ Short passed. 

Dale Johnson is moving into a 

full-time care facility. You may 

remember Dale as a Foxhole 

bartender before he retired to 

Arizona. 

Don Lauer continues in rehab 

and Bud Watts is recovering at 

home. 

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain 
middendorf802@gmail.com 

636-328-6996 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

“I love deadlines. I like the 
whooshing noise they make as 
they go by.” Douglas Adams 

And may I say last month’s 
Clarion deadline went by at record 
speed!!  I wish I had some 
grandiose story to tell you about 
how my dogs ate my article or I 
was captured by aliens; alas, I 
have nothing but my sincere 
apology. 

As I reflect on this past year as 
President of our American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 312, I am awestruck 
by our accomplishments.   

Now ... before you say anything 
… yes we still have lots to do and 
yes, at times, this was an 
exceptionally challenging year, 

mailto:dsauer@aol.com
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1726?ref=deadline
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1726?ref=deadline
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1726?ref=deadline
https://www.azquotes.com/author/79-Douglas_Adams
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but our volunteers are few and 
our goals are many.   

We DID run a bingo kitchen albeit 
for fewer months than normal; we 
DID award scholarships even 
though we did not have a Spring 
Luncheon and we are still trying to 
figure the best way to distribute 
Poppies so we can continue to 
help serve Veterans in need. And 
we did all of this with fewer 
meetings than usual.   WE ARE 
AWESOME!   

In these challenging times, it is 
easy to list the things that we 
have had to cancel.  We miss our 
friends and the fellowship that 
comes with being a member of 
this unit and working together as 
a group side by side to 
accomplish the missions of our 
organization.   

But this challenge has given us a 
reason to recreate some of our 
traditions in nontraditional ways.  
It has presented us with 
opportunities to "think outside the 
box" and perhaps create what 
may become new traditions, not 
necessarily at the cost of the old 
but in addition to.    

If you haven’t already received 
your membership renewal, it is 
that time of year again.  I would 
like to challenge all our members 
to look around at your friends and 
your family and take this 
opportunity to share our 
"awesomeness" with those who 
may qualify as members.  

Membership in the Auxiliary is not 
about who comes to the most 
meetings or who volunteers the 
most hours.  It is about sharing 
the vision of the American Legion 
Auxiliary 'to support The American 

Legion while becoming the 
premier service organization and 
foundation of every community 
providing support for our 
Veterans, our military, and their 
families by shaping a positive 
future in an atmosphere of 
fellowship, patriotism, peace and 
security'. 

I want you, right now, to take a 
moment to stand up ... put your 
hands on your hips … oh come 
on now, I’m not even watching 
you!   

Stand up, put your hands on your 
hips and a smile on your lips, 
spirit in your heart and get ready 
to start another amazing year 
together.  Because it is through 
our membership that ideas are 
created and through our 
volunteers that we accomplish our 
many goals and through our 
fellowship that friendships are 
forged.  

I want to remind everyone of the 
Paint and Sip Fundraiser for the 
Auxiliary which, at the risk of 
sounding desperate, we could use 
some funds and some fun and 
some ‘sipping’! 

I hope your calendar will allow 
you to join us on Sunday October 
18 at the Post to craft a wooden 
decoration for your home, office 
or a gift.  This event is open to all 
so invite your friends and your 
family to join us. 

The District Meeting that was 
scheduled for September 13 in 
Union has been canceled.  

Our next Auxiliary meeting is 
Monday September 14. 

Laura Diel, Auxiliary President 
lauraldiel@gmail.com 

636-219-7091 

 

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION 

We will not have a September 
meeting because of the Labor 
Day holiday. Hope to see you at 
our next meeting on Monday 
October 5 at 7 PM. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY SONS OF 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 

SAL Squadron 312 was 
chartered at Post 312 August 
29, 1980. Do the math yes, they 
are a 40-year-old organization 
right here in St Charles MO. 
Nationally, they have been in 
existence since 1932.  

Thank you to Donny Newman for 
organizing this band of young 
men and to great men like Dale 
Johnson, Steve Sanders, Jay 
Marsden, Tim Cudd, Justin 
Marsden, Jeff Kull, and current 
Commander John Leonard for 
leading the way. 

I know there were more 
commanders in the 40 years, so 
please, if you have any 
information (names and year(s) I 
will do an update. Thanks. 

The SAL locally, across the state 
and nation exists to honor the 
service and sacrifice of 
Legionnaires.  

We as a Squadron are proud of 
our Dual Members. Thank you to 
those who served our country and 
continue as Veterans serving 
Veterans. Thank you, Gentlemen, 
for your service. 

SAL members include males of all 
ages whose parents or 
grandparents served in the US 
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military and are eligible for 
American Legion membership. 

Membership cards for the 
2020/2021 year are available and 
dues are $20.00, $10 if you are 
a dual member or under age 21. 

Please keep Dale Johnson in your 
prayers. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jay Marsden Adjutant 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AMERICANISM/ 
CHILDREN & YOUTH 

The September 2020 - June 2021 
school year has just started. 

This year’s 5th Grade 
Americanism Essay is titled 
‘Why I Like Police Officers, 
Firefighters, EMTs, Doctors and 
Nurses’. This contest is held in 
cooperation with the St. Charles 
School District and private 
schools in the City of St. Charles.  

Part of American Education Week 
November 16-20, it is co-
sponsored nationally by The 
American Legion and Auxiliary. 
Awards and recognition are 
presented in November at the 
Post and a St. Charles City 
Council meeting. 

I’m back in the high schools 

promoting our High School 

Oratorical Scholarship Program 

in which high school students 

receive scholarships by speaking 

on the US Constitution. 

Stay tuned for updates and 

exciting news about Today’s 

Youth and Tomorrow’s Leaders. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102 

Americanism/Children & Youth/Public 
Relations/Law & Order and Public 

Safety/Color & Honor Guard Captain 

 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 

All American Legion national 
events have been canceled 
throughout the Summer including 
the 15th annual American Legion 
Legacy Run – the primary 
fundraiser for The American 
Legion Legacy Scholarship 
Fund.  

Through the efforts of the 
American Legion Family, 
spearheaded by the Legion 
Riders, five of the previous six 
Legacy Runs have raised more 
than $1 million for a fund that has 
awarded $3.6 million in aid to 401 
military children of the fallen and 
disabled since 2004. 

In order to continue raising money 
for the Legacy Scholarship Fund 
during these times, The American 
Legion has created a tiered 
donation program to provide an 
alternative way for individual 
American Legion Family members 
to contribute to the fund.  

Donations start at $15, signifying 
the 15th year of the Legacy Run. 
For details on tiers and souvenirs 
available, please see legion.org.  

Or you can mail a donation to: 

The American Legion Legacy Run 
PO Box 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

Thank you for your continued 
support. 

Our next meeting is Thursday 
September 3 at 6:30 PM. Hope 
you can join us. 

 

 

POST FIRST VICE 

Post 312 thanks you for your dues 
paid in a timely manner to ensure 
The American Legion remains the 
most powerful voice in America 
on behalf of Veterans, their 
families and communities. 

I encourage you to use the online 
renewal feature to submit your 
payment. You can also set your 
account for automatic renewal 
using a debit or credit card. 

If you see someone wearing 
apparel with military logo, ask 
them if they are a Veteran. If they 
are, ask them if they are a Legion 
member. Don’t forget that 
eligibility requirements include 
more Veterans than ever before.  

The torch has been passed down 
to us from our WW1 and WW11 
members to ensure we have the 
benefits we earned. Let’s not let 
down this generation of Veterans 
that have bravely defended our 
great nation. Hopefully we can 
instill in them the need to keep 
our legacy going strong for 
generations to come. 

For those of you that would like to 
learn more about the Legion, I 
encourage you to visit legion.org 
for training and general 
information. If anyone would like 
to join a membership committee, 
please reach out to me for more 
information. 

Thanks again for all you do to 
make Post 312 a successful 
partner in the community and the 
American Legion. 

For God and Country, 

John Gonzales, 1st Vice Commander 
314-707-3758 
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AUXILIARY FIRST VICE 

Membership is everyone’s job!!  
Remember the three R’s! 

RENEW:  Dues now due.  
Renewal notices will be coming 
out by the middle of the month.  

RECRUIT: Sign up new 
members.   

REJOIN:  If you know anyone 
who is a past member, please try 
to rejoin them. 

We are happy to have several 
new members. Two are women 
Veterans. 

We have two new Junior 
members who have transferred 
from another Unit.   

Keep up the good work and keep 
those dues coming in. 

If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me. 

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 
1st Vice & Membership Chairman  

636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell  
lucillera@charter.net 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
VETERANS HOME BINGO 

Our Bingo nights at the Missouri 
Veterans Home have not 
resumed due to continuing 
restrictions on visitors.  

We are working on arranging gift 
packages which can be delivered 
safely to the residents. 

Rich Middendorf & Mary Diel, 
 Post & Auxiliary VA&R Chairs 

636-328-6996 

 

 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

Heartfelt thanks to our volunteers 
at the first curbside and carryout 
dinner. They hit the ground 
running and figured it out as we 
went along.  

Please come see our progress 
and new packaging at the next 
dinner on September 29.  

We are continuing with Curbside 
and Carryout Only at this time. 
We encourage you to call in your 
order a couple days in advance 
so we know how much food to 
cook. 

Please join us and invite your 
friends and neighbors. This is our 
only active Post fundraiser until 
Bingo resumes.  

Larry Reighard, Spaghetti Dinner Chair 
636-751-0174 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

  Sep 3 Legion Riders Meeting 

  Sep 14 Post & Auxiliary Meeting 

  Sep 26 Foxhole Birthday Party 

  Sep 29 Spaghetti Dinner 

  Oct 18 Aux Paint & Sip Party 
  (must register by Oct 8) 

  Foxhole Closed Labor Day 

  No SAL Meeting in September 

  Post Picnic Cancelled 

  District Meeting Cancelled 

 

Foxhole Open in September 
Wednesday through Saturday 

and the 2nd Monday 

Bowling, Sep 2 & 16 

Shuffleboard, Sep 3 & 17 

Darts, Sep 9 & 23 

Sept. Birthdays Party, Sep 26 

Closed Labor Day 

Hello to our Post 312 Legion 
Family!  I hope everyone is doing 
okay and staying healthy!  It is not 
easy by any means but if we work 
together, we CAN do this!!  

I put a Post on Facebook 
regarding social distancing, 
masks, etc. in the Foxhole. 

If you have been at a large party 
or gathering where social 
distancing, masks, etc. were NOT 
observed, “Please” do your fellow 
Legion Family members a HUGE 
favor and “SELF QUARANTINE” 
for the 14 days AT YOUR HOME 
BEFORE COMING BACK TO 
THE FOXHOLE!!  

The Post has been extremely 
lucky in our members taking care 
and observing guidelines to 
prevent the spread of this Covid-
19 virus. If you haven’t been in 
the Foxhole for some time, here 
are some of the guidelines:  

There can only be 23 
members/guests in the main bar 
area at any one time. Overflow for 
more than this number is provided 
in the small hall.  

 

mailto:lucillera@charter.net
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If you live together, you can SIT 
together.  Otherwise, please 
respect others and distance the 
recommended 6 feet!  

There is hand sanitizer for you to 
use at the front entrance, plus 
other bottles around the room.   

While you are sitting at the bar or 
the other chairs/tables, you do not 
need to “Mask up!” However, 
when you get up to move about 
the room, please put a mask on!  
The bar has one-time use masks 
available for our patrons.  

I am sure that everyone has 
heard all the above many times. 
We are only trying to keep all of 
us SAFE from this virus!  Thank 
you in advance as usual!! 

Congratulations to all our sporting 
contest winners!! Come out and 
join in on the fun!! There is lots of 
kidding around, etc.  in trying to 
“help” out the next participant 
which spells “FUN!” Please come 
and join us!!  

FOXHOLE SPORTS SCORES 

8/05 bowling results: 

     1st place –  Kevin & Norm 
     2nd place – Sean & Mary B 
     3rd place –  Jay & Betty 

  8/15 shuffleboard results: 

     1st place –  Royce & Diane 
     2nd place – Rich & John 
     3rd place –  Dave & Mary M 

8/19 bowling results: 

     1st place –  Kevin & Jay 
     2nd place – Betty & Stan 
     3rd place –  Rich & Mary B 
     4rd place –  Dean & Sean 

I am looking forward to seeing 
you in YOUR Foxhole very soon 
and until then, please continue to 

help us all to get thru this virus 
safely! Thank you!!   

 Dean Irwin, Bar Chairman 
636-926-0793 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Congratulations to Larry 

Reighard, winner of the July 

50/50 Raffle. 

Another 50/50 Raffle is on sale 
now, drawing on the last day of 
each month. You do not have to 
be present to win. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HOW YOU CAN TELL IT'S 
GOING TO BE A ROTTEN DAY 

 
• You wake up face down on the 
pavement 

 • You put your bra on backwards 
and it fits better 

• You call the Suicide Prevention 
Hotline and they put you on hold 

• You see a "60 MINUTES" news 
team waiting in your office 

 • Your birthday cake collapses 
from the weight of the candles 

 • Your son tells you he wishes 
Anita Bryant would mind her own          
business 

• You go to put on the clothes you 
wore home from the party,          
and there aren't any 

• You turn on the news and 
they're showing emergency routes        
out of the city 

• Your twin sister forgets your 
birthday 

• You wake up to discover your 
waterbed broke and then realize        
that you don't have a waterbed 

• Your car horn gets stuck as you 
follow a group of Hell's Angels on 
the freeway 

• Your wife wakes up feeling 
amorous and you have a 
headache 

• Your boss tells you not to bother 
to take off your coat 

• The bird singing outside your 
window is a buzzard 

• You wake up and your braces 
are locked together 

• You walk to work and find your 
dress is stuck in the back of your 
pantyhose 

• You call your answering service 
and they tell you it's none of your 
business 

• Your blind date turns out to be 
your ex-wife 

 • Your income tax check bounces 

• You put both contact lenses in 
the same eye 

• Your pet rock snaps at you 

• Your wife says, "Good morning, 
Bill" and your name is George 

Provided for your entertainment  
by Larry Reighard 

 
 


