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COMMANDER DAN

Welcome to September.

The weather has cooled a little bit
and | hope it will continue. | hope
everyone is in good health.

On Aug 27, a Veterans

Benefit Fair is being held 10 AM
to 3 PM at VFW Post 2866, 66
VFW Lane, St Charles, MO.

Sep 10 is our Family Picnic at
the Post from 1 PM to 6 PM.

The next Post and Auxiliary
meetings are Sep 12.

At the August meeting, the
membership voted to have NFL
Football return and be shown in
the Foxhole.

Thank you to all who took part
and helped with August activities.
| count on and need volunteers for
functions at the Post. Please
consider helping when you can.

On July 23, Installation of Officers
was held at the Post. Thank you
to all who attended and special
thanks to the Auxiliary who had a
wonderful dinner for everyone.

Dave Eckhoff has volunteered to
take charge of our Family Dinners
and we have scheduled a
Spaghetti Dinner for Sep 27. If
you would like to join the team,
the next planning session will be
Aug 24 at 6 PM.

We will be meeting soon to plan
future events. If you have
suggestions for an event, please
let me know.

It is membership renewal time
again. We now have the
membership cards and will get
them mailed as soon as possible.

Post 636-947-7666

John Gonzales has accepted the
appointment to serve as Legion
Judge Advocate.

| ask everyone to continue with
the Buddy Checks. These checks
show that you truly care.

Please keep all our Legion family
in your daily thoughts and
prayers. Please keep our active-
duty Military, our First
Responders and their families in
your thoughts and prayers.

Remember that we live in the
greatest country in the world and
as always

GOD BLESS AMERICA
Commander Dan

Daniel Sauer, Post Commander
314-808-8438 dsauer@aol.com

POST CHAPLAIN

Since my last report, Terry
Slattery passed, but no Legion
Service was requested. We
learned Richard Rogers passed
in March 2022.

Please remember these Post
members in your prayers.

Contact me at (636) 328-6996 to
be added to the Funeral Call List.

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain
middendorf802@gmail.com
636-328-6996
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LABOR DAY

Hall Rental 314-952-8833

POST FAMILY PICNIC
Saturday, Sep 10, 1 PMto 6 PM
Beer Garden 1 PM to 6 PM
Bingo 2 to 3 PM
Food served 3to 4 PM
Special Events for Children

St Charles Police and Fire Dept
vehicles on display

If planning on attending, please
advise no later than Mon, Sep 5.
You can sign up in the Foxhole or
call and leave a message at the
Post at 636-947-7666 OR call Joe
at 314-913-9597.

Please leave your first and last
name and the number of adults
and children in your party.

For those who are interested
Mike Feldman will be supplying
music in the Foxhole starting at 7
PM.

Joe Diel, Post 15t Vice/Historian
Forbes1941@charter.net

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION
No September Meeting.

John Leonard, Squadron Commander
314-303-6665

Foxhole 636-724-9712

www.alpost312mo.org
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

Greetings Auxiliary Members and
Post Family!

Our last meeting was a full one,
and an important one. For some
time now, we have not been able
to have commitments from
Auxiliary members to work the
kitchen. It has been a continual
struggle, often not knowing until
Thursday if we can be open on
Friday.

As a result of this and the fact that
we no longer have a cook, it was
decided by membership to resign
our sponsorship of the Friday
night Bingo kitchen.

We will be putting together a
detailed inventory of food items
we still have for the Bingo kitchen,
and we will decide the disposition
at our next meeting.

If you have any keys to the
Auxiliary cabinets or fridge in the
kitchen, please turn them back in
to me so | can keep track of these
items after inventorying them.
Thank you!

It is definitely the end of an eral
BUT... onward and upward we
shall go! When one door closes,
another will open, especially when
our cause is as great as
supporting our Veterans and
active Military and their families!!

We are now on the lookout for
some new fundraising ideas. They
can be small ones, large ones, in-
between ones, we just need to
start getting some ideas together.

Please remember:

All fundraisers done using the
name of the Auxiliary MUST be
approved by the membership at a
meeting.

Each fundraiser must have a
designated recipient of the funds
— it can be for something specific
like Adopt-A-Vet or Wreaths
Across America, or it can be for
General Funds to pay for
Memorials, bills, etc.- but what the
funds are to be used for MUST be
clearly marked on all posters and
flyers.

The person bringing forth the idea
will be involved in the fundraiser. |
look forward to hearing ideas from
everyone!!

We still have a need for a few
Chairpersons. Americanism and
Legislative are still open, as
well as Poppy Chair. Please,
please, please consider these
opportunities.

You will not be alone. We all work
together to support one another.
Please let me know if you would
like to give it a go!

Be sure to mark your calendar for
these events!

Sep 10 - Post Family Picnic.
Make sure to sign up so we know
how much food to buy. Even if
you do not plan to eat there, come
on by and sit a spell!

Sep 11 - District meeting in St
Clair.

Sepl2 is our next Auxiliary
meeting at 7:30.

Jan Irwin, Auxiliary President
636-699-9577

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE

As | stated last month, dues are
now due. Our “Key to Success” is
to renewal, recruit and rejoin. Our
goal this year is 277.

Renewal notices will be going out
sometime this month. These
come from National so if you have
already paid your 2022-2023 dues
just disregard it. If not, you can
pay either by sending to me at 8
Alma Dr., St Charles, MO 63304,
pay online to the National website
or leave it at the Foxhole.

If you have any questions about
your dues, please let me know.

Remember to fly your flag on
VJ Day (1945) Sep 2,

Labor Day Sep 5,

Patriot Day Sep 11,

POW/MIA Recognition Day Sep
16 and

every day throughout the year.

Sep 25 is Gold Star Mother’s Day!
We have one Gold Star Mother
that we know of. If you are a Gold
Star Mother, please let us know.

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary

15t Vice & Membership Chairman

8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304
636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell
lucillera@charter.net

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

September meeting 8 Sept 6 PM

Tony Rumbo, ALR Director
tone_nav@yahoo.com
314-707-4683
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AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN beginning of the game, it makes it
Greetings from your Auxiliary a little easier to swallow.
Chaplain. The membership cards are being

If you know of anyone who is sick
or has had a death in their family
or just needs a word of
encouragement, please call me
so | can send them a card.

Also, | will have a sign-up list at
the next meeting for funeral
services and funeral lunches.

| appreciate you all!

Bam Kelly, Auxiliary Chaplain
314-795-0283

sent out this month. Look for
yours soon.

We are now sponsoring a bowling
league. More information to
follow.

American Legion National has an
Emergency Fund, some
restrictions apply, up to $3,000

Thank you and more updates
soon.

Brian Bush, 1st Vice
bbush2005@gmail.com 636-698-5495
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POST FIRST VICE

Wow, it is amazing how fast the
Month passes. Here we are into
Month 2 of the regime. We are
working on several items, 1 food
for Bingo. | have contacted the
St. Louis Food Truck
Association. | am working to see
if it is possible to get a food truck
or more. Will keep you informed
as | hear more.

| am currently working on a text
message app. This will allow us
to contact multiple people about
events or other issues. Once
again, | will have to defer for

now. Will keep you posted as we
move forward. Will most likely
test on small number of folks then
expand.

| did not know the American
Legion Baseball was 100 years
old. Congratulations.

NFL is back in the Fox Hole.
conflicted, but as they have
changed their approach to the
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COLLECTING FOR THE USO

The items listed are the most
needed items at the USO. You
can either bring the items to the
September meeting or place in

the box that will be in the Foxhole.

Tuna packets (any flavor)
Applesauce cups

Chips (small bags)

Slim Jim’s

Ramen soup cups (all flavors)

Bags of bite-sized candy bars
(they are going through 10-12
bags a week)

Pudding cups

Nutella snack cups

Also, the USO is looking for

volunteers. If you are interested,
please contact me.

Mary Bandini
314-707-2680

Spaghetti Dinner
Tue Sep 27, 4:30 - 6 PM
Dine-In or Curbside
Text or Call 636-328-6996

by Thu Sep 22 to order

$10 for spaghetti & meatballs,
salad, bread, and your choice of
homemade desserts including
carrot cake, cherry cobbler, and
bread pudding.

The Foxhole will be open 3-8 PM.

COLOR GUARD NEWS

Your Color Guard will take part in
the POW/MIA Watch Fire
Ceremony at Bishops Landing at
6:30 PM on Fri Sep 16.

We will also take part in a Flag
Retirement Ceremony to be held
at 6 PM Sat Sep 17 at AM VETS
Post 106 in St. Peters along with
other American Legion and VFW
Posts in the area.

AMERICANISM/
CHILDREN & YOUTH

SCHOOLS ARE OPEN!!!

| am back in the high schools
promoting our American Legion
High School Oratorical
Scholarship program in which
high school students earn
scholarships by speaking on the
U.S. Constitution.

| am also back in the elementary
schools promoting our
Americanism Essay Contest with
the 5™ graders leading up to
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American Education Week which
is the middle week of November.

Respectfully submitted,

Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102
Americanism/Children & Youth/
Public Relations/Law & Order/
Honor Guard Captain

~—— ~ ~ ~
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The big news this month is that
NFL is back in the Foxhole due
to a membership vote at the
August meeting.

To accommodate, the Foxhole will
change its Sunday hours to
Noon - 6 PM starting Sep 9, the
first Sunday of the regular
season. You can catch
preseason games now. We will
remain closed on Mondays with
the exception meeting nights
open at 5 PM.

After the Post Picnic on Septl0,
we have Michael Feldman
playing from 7-10 PM for your
entertainment.

Jackie D will perform on Sept 17
and Boston Dave is back with
Karaoke on Sept 24 the last
Saturday of the month, just after
the collective September
Birthday Party which starts at
5:30 PM.

The Foxhole committee welcomes
Tony Rumbo to our group. Tony
is heading up the monthly
birthday party on the last
Saturday of each month and is a
great asset for the Post and the
Bar Committee.

Do not forget our monthly 50/50
drawings, proceeds will be
earmarked to help fund a new
digital sign for the Post.

Congrats to Rich Middendorf,
winner of the July 50/50 raffle.
The August raffle winner will be
drawn on Aug 31.

Halloween will be celebrated on
Sat Oct 29, so plan your costume.
Details to follow.

The Foxhole Committee invites
you to come often, drink
responsibly and tip well.

Kris Marsden, Bar Manager
636-219-5282

Larry Carron Bar Chairman
636-345-6106

BLUE STAR MOTHERS

Gateway Blue Star Mothers will
unfurl the American Flag before
the St Louis Cardinal game vs.
Cincinnati Reds 1 PM Sep 18.

For more information call Mary
Bandini at 314-707-2680

~ ~ ~ ~ ~

POST 312 BASEBALL NEWS

This month, we want to recognize
Mike Scoles, Mike has done
everything for Post 312 baseball
from playing and coaching to all
the back-office and front-office
things it takes to run our program.

He mentors us with everything
from game strategies to training
plans to administration. Mike is
well respected across the State.

We are very fortunate to have him
and hope he continues helping us
for years to come.

The 2022 season has ended. Our
players did an amazing job. The
Junior team finished in 4th place.
The Senior team finished on the
bottom, but this had a lot to do
with injuries that sidelined key
players for most of the season.
Both teams played up into their
next higher levels. This means
both teams played against teams
with players that were a year or
two older than them.
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2022 highlights include a wood
bat grand slam by Nolan Taylor
(Sr Team, Duchesne HS), an
error-free opening game by the Jr
team, and lots of great fielding
and hitting.

AZN - dgad
RN T A
Grand Slam

Nolan Taylor Goes Yard!

St Charles, MO Legion, Wood Bat Tourney, 340" July 2, 2022

We had 3 players elected to the
Legion vs. SLABA all-star game.
It was to be played at Ronsick
Field in Washington on Tues July
26, but the game was rained out
due to the torrential flooding we
had the night before.

Representing our Post was to
have been Brady Reed (OF, St
Charles West), Matt Lambeck (P,




| Post 312

The Clarion

September 2022

St Charles West), and Clinton
Doza (DH, Orchard Farm).

Clinton Doza hit just under .500
for the season and he recently

attended a college showcase at
St Charles Community College.

Clinton is a catcher/third baseman
and at the showcase, where there
were several college scouts, he
recorded pop times of 2.1 sec, 2.2
sec, and 2.5 sec. He also went
3/3 in the scrimmage and threw
out a player stealing third

base. He should have ended the
showcase ranking among the top
players there.

Post 312 tryouts for 2023 were
held Sunday July 24 and Sunday
July 31. About 30 players from
other teams attended along with
about 15 returning players from
our Post.

We included a ‘Paint the Lines’
skills challenge open to all those
who tried out. It involved hitting
one ball down each line and the
distance to the lines was
measured from where the ball first
bounced. Brady McCormack from
our Sr Team won the contest and
will receive a new bat.

The turnout at tryouts continues to
improve and draw more interest.
This improvement is likely a result
of the many ways we are
advertising and reaching into our
community.

At the state level, Tom Rhoads
(MO State Baseball Chairman)
has contracted with Red Earth
Productions (REP) to help
promote Legion Baseball across
Missouri. This has also helped our
turnouts. REP is doing social
media, newsletters, and video
podcasts for the Legion. Here is
the link to the first Legion
Podcast https://youtu.be/TZ-

CWSgQW39s.

We continue to work closely with
our HS varsity coaches and with
others in our community including
Lindenwood College. These
relationships are essential to us
having a healthy program.

Post 312 officers have been very
supportive. Commander Dan and
Chaplain Rich spent a couple
hours of their time helping
prepare a mailing for our tryout
flyers.

We are glad to announce that
William Shanks has joined our
organization. He comes aboard
as a paid coach. This is a critical
part of our plan to provide the
best program possible.

William brings his playing,
training, and coaching experience
to our program. William was a
pitcher in the Blue Jays
organization, and he is in the
UMSL Hall of Fame. His youngest
son pitched for MO Baptist last
season. William will skipper the Jr
team in 2023 and he will provide
valuable input to our program.

We are continuing to work on
several additional things to further
adapt our program to the current
club-saturated environment here
in our metro area.

Three of the most important
things we need to do, the first you
can help us with:

1. We need to establish a
presence at the grade school
level. We need younger players to
experience our program and get
excited about Legion Baseball.

We want to sponsor or create a
couple of teams in the 12 to 14
age groups and get these players
into our system. Contact us if you
know of a team we can talk to.

2. We are also working to create a
more family-friendly schedule. We
need families and friends to
attend games and get more talk
going for Legion Baseball.

To do this we will be shifting from
the long weeknight drives by
consolidating those games on
weekends in a tournament-style
format. This will allow weeknight
games to be against the more
local teams.

3. Starting in 2023, players will
receive jerseys, cap, batting
helmet, and bat bag. All of which
will have our Legion logo and
become advertising for us. Our
fees will increase but will remain
well below club fees.

Overall, we continue to be the
best option for players thru HS
and 1st yr college who want to
improve, get more experience and
exposure.

Please contact Coach Russ

at 314-705-9147 for more
information, or if you have a
potential player (we have room for
a couple on the Sr team), or if you
know of a grade school team we
can sponsor and get into our
pipeline.

Russell Klicker, Post 312 Baseball Mgr
314-705-9147




