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POST COMMANDER 

Hello to our Legion Family.   

Our October meeting was well-
attended with 34 members 
present.  The following 
appointments were made: 

Julie Spradling as Adjutant 
Tom Foley as Judge Advocate 
Ben Stockamp as Bingo Chair 

It looks to be a busy November 
and December. 

November 9 is our Buddy 
Supper.  Social Hour begins at 4 
PM, Dinner at 5 PM, followed by 
the Program and Awards 
Ceremony. Please sign up in the 
Foxhole or call if you plan to 
attend. 

Veterans Day is November 11. 
Numerous events and 
ceremonies are scheduled in this 
area. Wherever you go, wear 
something to identify yourself as a 
Veteran.  

The St. Charles County 
Veterans Day Ceremony will be 
held 1-3 PM at Veterans Tribute 
Park at 1031 Kisker Road in 
Weldon Spring.  

There will be patriotic children’s 
activities, a ‘Support our Troops 
Care Package Drive’ and the 
opening of the Veterans Memorial 
Garden. Call 636-949-7535 for 
more information. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church at 
2800 Elm Street in St. Charles will 
hold a Veterans Day service at 
9:30 AM. There will be a special 
collection for Veterans Relief. 

Our annual Post Everlasting 
Ceremony is November 17 at 2 
PM to remember members of our 
Legion Family who have passed 
since October 2018.  

We extend a special invitation to 
the friends and families of those 
deceased members to attend this 
solemn and moving service.  
Arrive early, you will not be able 
to enter after the ceremony 
begins. 

Thanksgiving is November 28.  
Take time to reflect on things for 
which you are thankful and enjoy 
some family time.   

There will be no bingo on the 
Friday after Thanksgiving, 
November 29. 

Since Veterans Day falls on our 
normal meeting day, our next 
meeting has been moved to 
November 18.  

The Post Children’s Christmas 
Party is scheduled for December 
8. Please sign up your children or 
grandchildren to attend so 
appropriate gifts can be provided 
for each child. 

Our December meeting has 
been moved to December 16 so 
the Auxiliary Christmas Party 
can be held in the Hall on 
December 9. 

The Glenn Remington Memorial 
Christmas Dinner will be held 
again this year at the Post on 
December 25. Neal Lang and 
Loretta will co-chair the event this 
year. 

Cash donations are always 
welcome as are donations of 
hams, turkeys and other food 
items. Lots of volunteers will be 
needed on both December 24 and 
25. Call 314-808-1828 for more 
info. 

Our New Year’s Eve Party at the 
Post on December 31 will be held 
in the Foxhole and the Small Hall 
this year. Planning is currently 
underway, perhaps a pot luck 
where everyone brings food to 
share, with drink specials and 
music for dancing. 

Please volunteer whenever you 
can. We always need help for 
Post functions. 

See you at the Post meetings on 
November 18 and December 16. 
Please make a note of these 
dates as both are a week later 
than usual. 

Daniel Sauer, Post Commander 
314-808-8438 dsauer@aol.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

POST 1ST VICE COMMANDER 

In a recent letter from our National 
Commander, Bill Oxford, he 
pointed out this year’s theme is 
“Building the Foundation for the 
Future”.  

The all-time high in membership 
for the Legion was 3.3 million in 
1946. 2019 membership was a 
little over 1.8 million members.  

The Legion recruited 63,815 new 
members in 2019 with a 
membership retention rate of 
86.3% for the whole organization.  

mailto:dsauer@aol.com
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If we are going to have success 
and grow over last year’s totals, 
we must increase our retention 
rate and step up our new 
recruiting efforts.  

The two goals set by National 
are as follows:  

(1) Increase our overall 
retention rate to 90% (as of 
September 18, the National rate is 
48.3%). 

(2) Increase our traditional 
recruiting to bring in 100,000 
new members. With the passage 
of the Legion Act, there are an 
additional 4.2 million Veterans 
now eligible to become 
Legionnaires. We must ask these 
Veterans to join and educate 
them on what we do. 

The following is a four-step 
recruiting process:  

(1) Know the history of the 
organization. The history of each 
military branch of service formed 
the foundation of its culture and 
that culture is one of the many 
facets that appeals to us.  

It therefore seems obvious that 
knowing the rich history of the 
American Legion is a minimum 
requirement for a successful 
recruiting drive.  

(2) Sell the history but paint a 
vivid picture of the future. In the 
process of searching for new 
members, identify Veterans with 
the same interests and passions 
that will move us forward. Then 
paint a picture of what the future 
of the American Legion could be 
with their talents in our ranks.  

If a prospective member can 
visualize themselves working with 

their Post, giving back and finding 
purpose in life, they will join. 

(3) Satisfy the real needs of a 
prospective member. The 
Legion needs to satisfy the needs 
of the prospective members that 
believe in the organization and 
can truly deliver on its promises to 
Veterans and communities. 

There may be a need for 
camaraderie, a need to belong, a 
need to fulfill a purpose, a need to 
help fellow Veterans, a need to 
share burdens and demons, a 
need to advance community 
relations. 

The more accommodating we can 
be to the real needs of the 
members, the more confident we 
can be that we are selling the 
truth. 

(4) Under promise and over 
deliver! The simple reality is this: 
the biggest threat to recruiting is 
selling an untruth. Selling the rich 
history of the collective body can 
help to inspire not only to join, but 
to be the necessary agent of 
change to advance us into our 
next Century.  

The foundation for being 
Legionnaires is serving others 
before self. Show the potential 
member how their participation in 
our organization can improve us 
while also helping them with their 
own personal and professional 
growth   

With Veterans Day coming up, 
let’s conduct a “Buddy Check”. 
This is not a membership drive, 
but solely a health and welfare 
check on current, past and 
potential members.  

It is an opportunity to get back to 
taking care of our fellow 
Veterans. Can you imagine if 
everyone would call one person 
they have not seen in a while, 
check on them and invite them to 
the next meeting? We would 
have attendance like 20 years 
ago! 

John Gonzales, 1st Vice Commander 
314-707-3758 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

POST CHAPLAIN 

Legionnaires Joseph Buehrle 

and Bill Birch passed since my 

last report. Legion Services were 

conducted for both. Please keep 

their families in your thoughts and 

prayers. 

Each of these services was 

attended by just 14 members, 

which is the lowest attendance in 

recent memory. In an attempt to 

stem these declining numbers, we 

have invited the Auxiliary and SAL 

to participate in future funeral 

services.  

The idea has been well-received 

and we will jointly work out the 

details as we go along.  I will keep 

you posted.                                                          

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain 
636-328-6996 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DECEMBER EVENTS 

Children’s Christmas Party, Dec 8 

Auxiliary Christmas Party, Dec 9 

Army Navy Game, Dec 14 

Glenn Remington Memorial 
Christmas Dinner, Dec 25 

New Year’s Eve Party, Dec 31 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

“How important it is for us to 
recognize and celebrate our 
Heroes and She-rose” Maya 
Angelou 

Driving home from Jefferson City 
after attending the Fall 
Conference in Jefferson City, we 
could not help but notice the 
vibrant colors on the trees.  
Autumn seems to be in full bloom. 
November is always a very busy 
month filled with many important 
dates and honored traditions at 
Post 312. 

It was my privilege, with the help 
of the officers of American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 312, to participate in 
my first member initiation 
ceremony.   

 

We welcome and appreciate each 
of you. If you EVER have any 
questions, concerns or 
suggestions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  

November 9: Buddy Supper:   
This event honors our First 
Responders who have gone 
above and beyond the call of 
duty.  

The 5th-grade essay contest 
winners will present their papers 
on “Why I Like Police Officers and 
Firefighters”.  Social Hour will 
begin at 4:00 pm, followed by 
dinner at 5:00 and the program 
after dinner.   

November 10: The 100th 
Birthday of the American 
Legion Auxiliary: to be 
celebrated on November 18, see 
below. 

November 11: Veterans Day: 

NO MEETING!: Take this 

opportunity to honor our Veterans 

and their service and sacrifices.   

Did you know that in 2016 the 

“Veterans Day Moment of 

Silence Act” became law?  It did!  

It was designed to bring 

“Americans together and provide 

an opportunity to reflect on 

Veterans who have touched their 

lives”. All Americans are invited to 

participate in the observance 

based on their local time zone. 

Our moment of silence begins 

at 1:11 PM Central Standard 

Time. 

November 17: Post Everlasting 
2:00 PM sharp!: This event is to 
remember and honor those 
members we have lost over the 
past year.  Doors will close at 
2:00 PM. No one will be admitted 
once the ceremony begins.  There 
will be refreshments immediately 
following. 

November 18: Celebration of 
The 100th Birthday of the 
American Legion Auxiliary  and 
November Meeting.  Doors will 
open at 6:30; the meeting will 
start at 7:30 and festivities will 

resume immediately after. We will 
have displays, refreshments, 
games and a VERY brief 
business meeting.   

All members are encouraged to 
attend this meeting and bring a 
membership-eligible friend!    

If you haven’t attended a meeting 
in a while, this will be the one to 
revisit old friends, make new 
friends and share your memories 
of American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
312.  If you need more 
information, please contact me. 

Laura Diel, Auxiliary President 
Lauraldiel@gmail.com 

636-219-7091 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE 

Membership is coming in very 
well; at this writing we have 194 
paid and need 98 more to reach 
our goal. Please send in your 
dues as soon as possible. 

Your 2020 dues must be paid 
before you can attend our 
Christmas Party on December 9. 

 

We would like to welcome John 
Gonzales as our first male 
spouse member of Auxiliary Unit 
312.    

If you are a female Veteran, your 
spouse is eligible to join the 
Auxiliary.  Pick up an application 
in the Foxhole or from any officer. 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
mailto:Lauraldiel@gmail.com
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There are many ways to 
remember our Veterans this 
month. First, we have the Buddy 
Supper on November 9, and 
Veterans Day on November 11.  
Please don’t forget to thank them 
for their service. 

Post Everlasting, honoring 
members who have passed in the 
last year, is November 17 and let 
us not forget Thanksgiving on 
November 28.  

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary  
1st Vice & Membership Chairman  

636-441-6419  lucillera@charter.net 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CHILDREN’S  

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Our Children’s Christmas Party 
is quickly approaching and we 
can’t wait! This is for all children 
and grandchildren, ages 0-10 
years, of members of The Post 
312 American Legion Family. 

We have arranged for Santa to 
take time from his very busy 
schedule. Please save the date of 
December 8 from 2:15 to 4:00 
PM.   

Food will be provided, games will 
be played and Santa will have 
gifts, so it is important to sign up 
quickly so we can obtain an 
accurate head count.   

There will be a sign-up sheet in 
the Foxhole.  The deadline for 
sign up is December 1st.   The 
child must be present to receive a 
gift from Santa. 

Elizabeth Carron, 1st Vice President  
314-630-0745 

 
 

AUXILIARY 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Auxiliary Christmas Party 
preparations are underway. There 
will be raffles, games, activities, 
food and great company on 
Monday, December 9 at 5:00 PM. 
Admission is $10.00 per person. 

The deadline to sign-up is 
Tuesday, December 3. There are 
3 ways to make your payment 
and secure your spot at the 
Christmas Party.   

(1) Mail your admission fee of $10 
before November 25 to: 

American Legion Post 312, Attn: 
Liz Carron, 2500 Raymond Drive, 
St. Charles, MO 63301. 

(2) Attend the Auxiliary Meeting 
on November 18 and pay your 
$10 admission fee. 

(3) Stop in at the Foxhole and 
pay your $10 admission fee by 
cash or check made payable to 
ALA Unit 312.  

Please remember that your 2020 
membership dues must be paid 
before you can attend the 
Christmas Party. Membership 
dues are $28.00 and can be paid 
at the same time as your 
admission fee.  

We will be collecting men’s, 
women’s and children’s socks, 
gloves and hats. All proceeds will 
be donated to Veterans in need. 
We hope to see your there for a 
fun-filled evening!! 

Elizabeth Carron, 1st Vice President  
314-630-0745 

 

 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 

Who will you be rooting for? Join 

us to watch the Army Navy 

football game in the Foxhole on 

December 14 at 3 PM. The 

Riders will be providing free food 

for the game. 

We hope to see you at one of our 

next meetings on Thursday, 

November 7 and Thursday, 

December 5 at 6:30 PM.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

POST SERVICE OFFICER 

There has been no new activity 
since my last report.  

To finalize October’s action item, 
Post 312 purchased a Schnucks 
food card with the excess money 
contributed by five Posts to help a 
Veteran in financial need cover 
his September mortgage.  

This was due to a critical cash 
flow while he was at home taking 
care of his wife and five children 
and not being paid during his 
absence from work. This card 
should be an additional help. This 
is what we do. 

Don Lauer, Post Service Officer 

636-947-1050 or 636-896-6013 cell 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
American Legion Auxiliary 
100th Birthday Celebration 

November 18, 6:30 PM  

Displays, Refreshments, Games, 
Brief Business Meeting 

Bring a Friend Eligible for 
Membership! 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
mailto:lucillera@charter.net
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3sJL9_bvXAhWK6oMKHafLBWcQjRwIBw&url=https://plus.google.com/104255498797000781371&psig=AOvVaw2Z8TBfIPo6bRK1EhXW2l57&ust=1510677319629980
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CHILDREN & YOUTH 
LAW & ORDER 

The winners of the 5th Grade 
Americanism Essay “Why I Like 
Police Officer and Fire Fighters” 
will be guests at our Buddy 
Supper on November 9 to receive 
their prizes.  

They will also be at the St. 
Charles City Council Meeting on 
November 19 for recognition and 
awards. 

Post 312 annual First Responder 
Awards will also be presented at 
our Buddy Supper to the St. 
Charles City and County Police 
Departments and the St. Charles 
Fire Department. 

The American Legion and 
Auxiliary are national co-sponsors 
of American Education Week 
November 18-22. 

All high school students wishing 
to participate in the Oratorical 
Contest must be certified by 
November 30.  

All high schools in St. Charles 
County are invited to participate in 
the local contest held Sunday, 
December 15 at 1:30 PM at Post 
312. 

Winners proceed from County to 
District, Zone, State and National 
contests competing for 
scholarships and cash prizes. 

Larry DuFour, Americanism/Children           
& Youth/Law & Order/Public Safety/ 

Public Relations 636-441-7102 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

HONOR GUARD REPORT 
Our Post Honor Guard 

participated at the following 

events: 

Memorial Service on Sept 15 for 

Post member Joe Buehrle at 

Baue Funeral Home on West Clay 

in St. Charles 

Flag Retirement Ceremony on 

Sept 21 at AmVets in St. Peters. 

Memorial Service on Sept 21 for 

Post member Bill Birch at Paul 

Funeral Home in St. Charles. 

Memorial Ceremony on Oct 5 for 

Sgt. Michael B. Dye at the U.S. 

Army Reserve Training Center in 

Weldon Spring. 

Larry DuFour, Honor Guard Captain 636-
441-7102 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

VETERANS HOME BINGO 

Veterans Home Bingo has been 

cancelled for November due to 

scheduling conflicts at the 

Missouri Veteran’s Home. 

The next Veterans Home Bingo 

will be Thursday, January 16, 

2020. Come join us for the fun. 

Rich Middendorf, Post VA&R Chair 
636-328-6996 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SAVE THE DATE 

Night at the Races 

March 14, 2020 

A 40 & 8 Voiture 1541 Event 

To be  held at Post 312 
 

 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

Our next Spaghetti Dinner will be 
January 28.  

We do not have dinners in 
November or December because 
of holiday conflicts. 

We hope you enjoyed this year’s 
dinners and will join us again in 
2020. 

Larry Reighard, Spaghetti Dinner Chair 
636-751-0174 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

WORLD SERIES FEATURES 

PLAYERS WITH LEGION 

BASEBALL EXPERIENCE 

American Legion Baseball was 

well-represented in the 115th 

World Series between the 

Houston Astros and the 

Washington Nationals.  

Washington Nationals star pitcher 

Max Scherzer played for Post 397 

in Creve Coeur, MO.  

Nationals second baseman Brian 

Dozier played for Post 49 in 

Tupelo, MS. Relief pitcher Sean 

Doolittle played for Post 426 in 

Tabernacle, NJ. 

Astros star pitcher Justin 

Verlander played American 

Legion Baseball at Post 201 in 

Powhatan, VA.  Astros manager 

AJ Hinch played Legion Baseball 

for Midwest City Post 170 in 

Oklahoma, which won the 2010 

American Legion World Series. 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
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If you haven’t been in the Foxhole 
lately, come on in and enjoy the 
freshly upholstered and 
cushioned bar chairs. Thank you 
Dean and Kevin for your work on 
that project. 

Starting in November, when you 
come in and purchase a drink, we 
will enter your name once a day 
for a drawing on the 1st and 16th 
of the month. The winner gets a 
small pizza and drink of their 
choice. 

Also, starting in November, we 
will hold a birthday party on the 
last Saturday of the month for 
all who had a birthday during that 
month.  

50/50 raffles continue for each 
month, open to members and 
guests of members who sign in on 
the guest book.  

The Army/Navy Game is coming 
up, Go Navy! or Army!  I was in 
the Coast Guard and the Army so 
it’s hard to decide. Come on in 
and enjoy.  

Larry Carron, Foxhole Committee Chair 
636-345-6106 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Foxhole 50/50 Raffle 

$1 or 6 for $5 

Winner Drawing 7 PM  

Saturday, November 30 

You Do Not Need to Be  

Present to Win 

September Winner 

Dean Irwin 

FOXHOLE EVENTS 

Music by Larry & Jake, Nov 2 

Music by Jackie D, Nov 16 

Boston Dave Karaoke, Nov 23 

Army Navy Game, Dec 14 

Foxhole Bowling 
1st & 3rd Wednesday, 6:30 PM 

11/6 & 11/20 

Foxhole Shuffleboard 
2nd & 4th Sunday, 3:30 PM 

11/10 & 11/24 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FOXHOLE SPORTS SCORES 

9/22 shuffleboard results: 
    1st place –  Royce & Mike 
    2nd place – Marie & Mary 
    3rd place –  Rich & Dave 
    4th place –  Diane & Rosanna 

10/2 bowling results: 
    1st place –  Kevin & Mary 
    2nd place – Rich & Dean 
    3rd place –  Norm & Betty 

10/13 shuffleboard results: 
    1st place –  Rich & Sean 
    2nd place – Dave & Marie 
    3rd place –  Mike & Rosanna 
    4th place –  Diane & Gilda 

10/16 bowling results: 
    1st place –  Kevin & Jay 
    2nd place – Mary B & Dean 
    3rd place –  Norm & Betty 
    4th place –  Sean & Rich 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Post Meeting Dates  

Changed to 

November 18 & December 16 
 

Auxiliary Meeting Date 

Changed to November 18 

100th Birthday Celebration 

 

RETIREE’S CLUB 

   When:  1st & 3rd Wednesday 
 November 6 & 20 
   Where: Legion Hall 
   Fare:    $5.00 
   Starting @: 10:00 AM 
   Lunch   @: 12:00 Noon 

November 6 KP 

Archie Counts  
Chuck Davidson 
Charlie Dinnella 

 

November 20 KP 

Paul Dunnerman 
Gene Fair 

Tom Goodnick 
 

Bill Reilly, President  
636-328-2340 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

POST 312 CALENDAR 
HIGHLIGHTS 

  Music by Larry & Jake, Nov 2 

  SAL Meeting, Nov 4 

  Riders Meeting, Nov 7 

  Buddy Supper, Nov 9 

  Veterans Day, Nov 11 

  Freddy’s Night, Nov 14 

  Music by Jackie D, Nov 16 

  Post Everlasting, Nov 17 

  Post Meeting, Nov 18 

  Auxiliary Meeting, Nov 18 

  Boston Dave Karaoke, Nov 23 

  Clarion Articles Due, Nov 25 

  No Bingo Friday, November 29 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/

