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COMMANDER DAN 

Hello to one and all, hope 
everyone is doing well. It is hard 
to believe the year is almost gone, 
hope next year will be better. 

The new roof should be finished 
by the time this issue of the 
Clarion goes out. There were 
some issues with metal rusted 
through and rotted wood, which 
added to the cost of replacement, 
but it had to be done. 

I wish to thank the SAL and 
Legion members who gathered on 
October 11 to replace ceiling tiles 
and make drywall repairs. Some 
painting now needs to be done. 

The cell tower sale is moving 
forward.  A letter of intent has 
been accepted by both parties. 

I ask you to attend the next 
Executive and Legion meeting on 
Nov 9. I would like to see some 
new faces in attendance (and I 
hear we’re having homemade 
vegetable soup after the meeting). 
The members of the Post are very 
important to the functioning of 
your Post.  

I received two photo albums from 
Past Commander Roger Brimeyer 
containing photos from Post 
functions from 1984 to 1986. I will 
make these available for viewing. 

The Post is currently at 62 
percent renewal. Please renew 
and help us reach 100%.  

Our Adjutant sent out letters 
inviting local members of Post 
1000 (members-at-large) to 
transfer to Post 312. We have had 
a good response with 10 transfer 
requests so far. 

November activities include: 

Nov 3 Election Day 

Nov 9 Post & Auxiliary Meeting 

Nov 11 Veterans Day 

Nov 26 Thanksgiving 

Our Color Guard has been invited 
to participate in the St. Charles 
Veterans Day Ceremonies at 
Bishops Landing at 11 AM on Nov 
11. In the case of inclement 
weather, the ceremonies will be 
held here at Post 312. 

The Buddy Supper has been 
rescheduled for January 23 and 
Post Everlasting for January 31.  

No more Spaghetti Dinners this 
year, but we are having a 
Meatloaf Dinner on Dec 8. A 
flyer is attached to this Clarion. 

Call the Post and listen to the 
recorded messages for any 
additions or changes to our 
schedule. 

I want to thank the VFW Post 
4219 Auxiliary for a $500 
donation.  

Congrats again to our Post 312 
SAL Squadron on their recent 40th 
Anniversary. 

I am asking all members to call a 
fellow member for a Buddy Check 
and invite them to attend a 
meeting or function at the Post. 

Until then, thank you and God 
Bless America. 

Daniel Sauer, Post Commander 
314-808-8438 dsauer@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

I would like to thank everyone 
who attended the First Annual 
Paint & Sip Party.  It was so nice 
to see everyone, share a 
beverage and see everyone’s 
artwork on display. I’ve heard 
nothing but positive comments 
and have had some inquiries as 
to when our next event will be.   It 
is this type of positive feedback 
that encourages us to continue to 
look for new opportunities to 
gather and to fundraise and enjoy 
each other’s company. 

Hopefully by now you have seen 
the 2020 Poppy Campaign 
online.  Please feel free to share 
our link with anyone and 
everyone.   

The Auxiliary Christmas Party 
will remain as planned, in place of 
our Dec 14 Meeting.  Just a 
reminder that you must be a 
member in good standing to 
attend the party.  More details and 
sign-up will be made available at 
the Nov 9 Auxiliary Meeting. 

I do not think it a coincidence that 
we celebrate Thanksgiving and 
Veterans Day in the same month.   

“Thanksgiving is a day we pause 
to give thanks for the things we 
have.   Veterans Day is a day 
when we pause to give thanks to 
the people who fought for the 
things we have”. 

THANK YOU. 

Laura Diel, Auxiliary President 
lauraldiel@gmail.com   636-219-7091 

mailto:dsauer@aol.com
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POST CHAPLAIN 

Legionnaires Ardin E Trippe, 
William Brown and Oliver ‘Ollie’ 
Goetges passed since my last 
report. No Legion services 
requested. 

Don Lauer has moved to Garden 
View Care Center in O’Fallon MO. 

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain 
middendorf802@gmail.com 

636-328-6996 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION 

Thank you to all Squadron 312 
SAL members who have paid 
their dues for the 2020/2021 
membership year.  

National sent out notices last 
month and many of you have 
responded before and since.  
Again, Thank You! 

If you have not yet paid, it is still 
$20.00 if you are over 21 or 
$10.00 if you are under 21 or a 
dual member. 

Please stop by your Foxhole 
Lounge or put in the mail to: 

American Legion Squadron 312, 
2500 Raymond Dr, St. Charles, 
MO 63301 or: 

Jay Marsden, 4109 Faredale 
Lane, St. Charles, MO 63304. 

Remembering our Veterans every 
day and especially on Veterans 
Day Nov 11. 

Our next meetings are Monday 
Nov 2 and Dec 7 at 7 PM. 

For God and Country. 

Jay Marsden, 636-219-5029 
Squadron 312 Adjutant 

 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 

The Legion Riders are hosting the 
Army/Navy game in the Foxhole 
on Sat Dec 12. Please plan on 
joining us to root for your team 
and share some food and fun. 

Our next meeting is Thursday 
Nov 5 at 6:30 PM.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

POST FIRST VICE 

It’s that time of year again, 
pumpkins and American Legion 
recruiting season. What more 
could you ask for?  

Legion recruiting for 2020-2021 is 
actively underway. Ron Neff, the 
American Legion Membership 
Engagement Coordinator recently 
said ”every Legionnaire is a 
recruiter” and put out a challenge 
for every Legionnaire to bring 
in one new member.  

Bring in that one and then mentor 
them to be your replacement. Be 
prepared to answer the question 
of what does the Legion do for 
them? We are an organization of 
givers. We volunteer our time 
because we believe in the cause.  
It is not what we receive but about 
what we give. 

Be confident and knowledgeable 
about the organization. Take the 
Legion’s online Basic Training 
course at legion.org/training.  

Passively recruit. The most 
important thing we can do is 
thank every Veteran you see for 
what they have done for our 
great nation. Ask if they are a 
member or consider continuing 
their service by joining. 

Show pride. Display your pride in 
the organization by what you 
wear, what you say and what you 
do in public. Set an example by 
demonstrating the highest degree 
of professionalism and patriotism.  

Have a business card with an 
American Legion application 
printed on the back. Check that 
out with Emblem Sales. 

Overcome objections. Nine times 
out of ten, whatever the objection 
is it’s a falsity. These are 
generally easy to overcome 
because there is a misperception 
about who we are and what we 
do.  

As long as we understand our 
organization, we can walk them 
through the misinformation. That 
one objection that may be valid 
you can say “well join me and let’s 
make it better”. 

You can have the new prospect 
sign up online to join at legion.org. 
They can print a temporary 
membership card at that time and 
when the Post is notified the new 
Legionnaire will receive their 
official card in the mail. 

I want to thank all of you for 
working hard at keeping Post 312 
viable for the 2020 year. We are 
at 68.51% of our goal at the time 
of this publication. Although we 
are ahead of our current target, 
the goal for Nov 11 is 75%. We 
can’t stop now just because we 
are ahead of the game. Please 
just ask! 

For God and Country. 

John Gonzales, 1st Vice Commander 
314-707-3758 

 

 

 



Post 312                                                     The Clarion                                                     November 2020 

3 

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE 

In the spirit of Service, Not Self, 
the mission of the American 
Legion Auxiliary is to support The 
American Legion and to honor the 
sacrifice of those who serve by 
enhancing the lives of our 
Veterans, military and their 
families, both at home and 
abroad.   

For God and Country, we 
advocate for Veterans, educate 
our citizens, mentor youth, and 
promote patriotism, good 
citizenship, peace and security. 

The above is our mission, and we 
can fulfill this by renewing our 
dues.  If you have not already 
paid your 2021 dues, now is the 
time. We can meet our goal if 
everyone will sign up a new 
member.  Our goal this year is 
274 members.  At the time of this 
writing we have 181 paid. THANK 
YOU! 

Please remember all our Veterans 
living and deceased during the 
month of November, especially on 
Veterans Day/Armistice Day 
WW1 Nov 11. 

Remember Daylight Saving 
Time ends on Sunday, Nov 1. 

Happy Thanksgiving!   

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 
1st Vice & Membership Chairman  

636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell  
lucillera@charter.net 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

COLOR/HONOR GUARD 

Our Color Guard has been invited 
to participate in the St. Charles 
Veterans Day Ceremonies at 
Bishops Landing at 11 AM on 
Nov 11. 

Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102 
Color/Honor Guard Captain 

AUXILIARY SECOND VICE 

Happy November everyone! This 

year and all its weirdness are 

going by quickly. We are already 

getting ready to celebrate the 

holidays.  

While there are many changes 

going on in the world right now, 

there are still some things you can 

count on. Our Annual Auxiliary 

Christmas Party is being 

planned right now, so mark your 

calendar! YOUR DUES FOR 

THIS YEAR ($28) MUST BE 

PAID IN ORDER TO ATTEND. 

We will have a delicious meal, 

games, raffle baskets, and more 

fun than you’ve had since last 

year. As usual, our party will take 

the place of our December 

meeting – Dec 14 - and will start 

at 5 PM to make sure we can get 

all the fun and merriment in! 

We will again be collecting 
socks, gloves, and hats to 
donate to local Veterans.  Keep 
an eye out for more information 
regarding ticket price.  

Jan Irwin, Auxiliary 2nd Vice 
636-669-9577 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AMERICANISM/ 
CHILDREN & YOUTH 

The winners of this year’s 5th 
Grade Americanism Essay 
Contest titled ‘Why I like Police 
Officers, Firefighters, EMT, 
Doctors and Nurses’ are: 

1st Place is Lilliana Wiederkehr, 
Immanuel Lutheran Elementary. 

2nd Place is Isaac Horenkamp, 
Immanuel Lutheran Elementary. 

3rd Place was a tie between 
Marcella and Maeve both from 
St. Cletus Elementary. 

These students will be recognized 
for being good citizens 
representing their schools and 
community by Mayor Dan 
Borgmeyer at the St. Charles City 
Council meeting on Nov 12 at 7 
PM, filmed on City Cable TV. 

Mayor Borgmeyer will also 
present a proclamation declaring 
Nov 16-20 American Education 
Week, nationally co-sponsored by 
The American Legion and 
Auxiliary. 

All essays submitted will be 
posted in the rotunda of St. 
Charles City Hall for public 
viewing during American 
Education Week. 

The winners will also be 
recognized on January 23 at the 
Post 312 Buddy Supper. 

I’m still working with the St. 
Charles County High Schools 
promoting our Oratorical 
Scholarship Program in which 
high school students earn 
scholarships by speaking on the 
US Constitution.  

All students wishing to enter the 
contest must be certified by their 
school and the Oratorical 
Chairman by Nov 30. 

Stay tuned for more exciting news 
about today’s youth and 
tomorrow’s leaders. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102 

Americanism/Children & Youth/Public 
Relations/Law & Order and Public Safety 

 

mailto:lucillera@charter.net
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Foxhole Open in November 
Wednesday through Saturday 

and Meeting Nights 

Boston Dave & Karaoke, Nov 7 

Jackie D & Bart, Nov 21 

November Birthdays, Nov 28 

Greetings from your Foxhole!!  
Once again, I want to give a big 
“THANK YOU!” to all of you for 
your cooperation in maintaining 
the guidelines to keep everyone 
safe in the Foxhole from the 
Covid-19 pandemic!!  It makes 
our being able to stay open SO 
much easier and safer!! 

By the time you get this Clarion, 
we will have had our Annual 
Halloween Party on October 31.  I 
hope that you enjoyed the party!! 

It is our pleasure to be able to put 
on these parties and we 
appreciate your cooperation.  I will 
post in next month’s article who 
were the costume winners. 

The weekly bowling, shuffleboard 
and darts competitions are doing 
great and help the Foxhole ring a 
whole lot!!  I invite you to come 
join in on the fun to bowl, play 
shuffleboard or throw darts!!  

The cost is minimal, and the fun is 
terrific!! Hope to see you join us 
for these events! Thanks in 
advance!! 

At the Bar Committee meeting in 
October, I raised the issue that 
there are times, later in the 
evening, when we have NO 
customers for 45-60 minutes or 
longer.  

Since our stated OPEN time was 
until at least ten o’clock, we really 
could not randomly close earlier.  

It has been decided that a 
bartender who has had no 
customers for more than 45 
minutes should call Kris or myself 
for the okay to close early. 

Therefore, if you want to go to the 
Foxhole after 8 PM, I 
recommend you call first at 636-
724-9712 to confirm we are still 
open.  Thank you for your 
cooperation.  

I want to tell each of you how 
much we appreciate your 
patronage and support of the 
Foxhole, but especially during this 
very trying & difficult period that 
the entire country is going thru!   

Cheers! 

Dean Irwin, Bar Chairman 
636-926-0793 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

 Nov 2 SAL Mtg   

 Nov 3 Election Day 

 Nov 5 Riders Mtg 

 Nov 9 Post & Auxiliary Mtg 

 Nov 11 Veterans Day 

 Nov 26 Thanksgiving 

 Dec 8 Meatloaf Dinner 

 Dec 12 Army/Navy Game 

 Jan 23 Buddy Supper 

 Jan 31 Post Everlasting 

 Feb 27 40&8 Night at the Races 

 

FOXHOLE SPORTS 

Bowling, Wed Nov 4 & 18 

Shuffleboard, Thur Nov 12 & 19 

Darts, Wed Nov 11 & 25 

  9/30 bowling results: 

     1st place –  Dean & Jeanne 
     2nd place – Mary B & Rich 
     3rd place –  Jay & Stan 

10/07 bowling results: 

     1st place –  Jay & Mary B 
     2nd place – Kevin & Sean 
     3rd place –  Jay & Jeanne 
     4rd place –  Dean & Rich 

     5th place –  Betty & Norm 

10/14 darts results: 

     1st place –  Joe 
     2nd place – Rich 
     3rd place –  Sean 
     4th place –  Frank 

10/15 shuffleboard results: 

     1st place –  Mary M & Don 
     2nd place – Royce & Diane 
     3rd place –  Rich & Sean 

10/21 bowling results: 

     1st place –  Kevin & Sean 
     2nd place – Jay & Dean 
     3rd place –  Rich & Kerry 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Congratulations to Mary Diel, 
winner of the September 50/50 
Raffle.  

Another 50/50 Raffle is on sale 
now, drawing on the last day of 
each month. You do not have to 
be present to win. 

 



Post 312                                                     The Clarion                                                     November 2020 

5 

 
MEATLOAF DINNER 

Join us for a Meatloaf Dinner on 
Tuesday Dec 8, For the safety of 
all, we will be serving curbside or 
carryout only. 

We will be serving meatloaf, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, green 
beans and a roll for $9 or $10 with 
dessert. 

Call Rich Middendorf at 636-328-
6996 to place your order. All 
orders must be placed no later 
than Saturday Dec 5. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

Thank you to all our customers 
and volunteers this year. A 
special thanks to Don and 
Darlene Newman and Shirley 
Sanders for grocery donations.  

We hope to be back with dine-in 
service next year, so watch for 
updates in coming months. 

Spaghetti Dinner Committee 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HELP NEEDED! 

If you have a couple hours one 
morning a month, we need your 
help assembling the Clarion for 
mailing.  

Call Bill Reilly at 636-328-2340 to 
volunteer. 

 
 
 

POST HISTORY 
DID YOU KNOW? 

The following information was 
taken from the Parker Collection 
on file at the St Charles County 
Historical Society. 

In July 1928, Post 312 was able 
to obtain a World War One 
German Mortar (150 mm mortar). 
It was shipped to St. Charles via 
railroad car.  

Due to its weight and size, the 
Post asked for help from the St 
Charles community to assist in 
removing the cannon from the 
railroad car and moving it to 
Blanchette Park. 

The cannon was presented to the 
St Charles Park Department and 
was placed at the entrance to 
Blanchette Park next to the Grand 
Army Stone Marker.  

NEXT MONTH:  WHATEVER 
HAPPENED TO THE CANNON? 

Joe Diel, Post Historian 

Forbes1941@charter.net 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BUDDY CHECK LEGISLATION 

I am honored that there is 
bipartisan support in Congress to 
establish a “Buddy Check 
National Week of Calling” that is 
modeled after our successful 
initiative.  

Sens. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa; Doug 
Jones, D-Ala. and Maggie 
Hassan, D-N.H. are joining forces 
to pass this legislation aimed at 
combating veteran suicide.  

The bill would require VA to 
establish a “Buddy Check Week,” 
as well as provide educational 
opportunities, materials and 
references for veterans to learn 
how to conduct personal wellness 
checks.  

Additionally, the bill compels VA 
to expand resources for the 
Veterans Crisis Line to handle 
any potential increased usage 
during the designated week.  

As a nation, our most sacred 
responsibility is to care for our 
fellow men and women who 
served this nation with honor. The 
American Legion strongly 
supports the passage and 
implementation of this program by 
VA. 

The American Legion launched a 
"Buddy Check Week" a few years 
ago. That has since been 
expanded and encourages 
Legionnaires to conduct veteran 
outreach as part of their daily 
routine. The idea is to reconnect 
with veterans who may need 
assistance but don't know where 
to go or who to ask. 

We’ve seen successful stories 
arise out of buddy checks, before 
and during the pandemic. Thanks 
to these efforts, older veterans 
have received assistance in 
getting food and medicine, as well 
as having a comforting voice to 
talk with even for a few minutes. 

Help make this a reality by 
contacting your senators and 
representative and tell them to 
cosponsor and support 
S.4657/H.R.2898 today. It takes 
just a few moments by visiting this 
link: https://votervoice.net/Amer
icanLegion/Campaigns/77447/ 
Respond. 

Thank you for your support of our 
American Legion programs, 
legislative agenda and, of course, 
our brothers and sisters in arms. 

For God and country, 

James W. “Bill” Oxford 
National Commander 

mailto:Forbes1941@charter.net
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