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POST  312 COMMANDER 
 

On October 22, The National 
Commander visited Post 312. It was a great 
meeting and I have to say the National 
Commander was personable and his speech was 
very emotional and motivating. His message was 
that The American Legion is changing lives and 
saving lives under the Be The One initiative. For 
his gift, he was presented with a framed print of 
our Foxhole Mural, and he seemed quite 
impressed. Thanks to all who helped put this visit 
together, it was well received. I and several 
members of the Post, Auxiliary, Sons and Riders 
attended the Department Convention in Jeff City. 
During that meeting, The Post received a past 
due award from the Department for first place for 
our newsletter in 2022. A clerical error had us in 
a different category and they made sure we 
received the award. I want to thank Mary 
Middendorf for her work on the newsletter, we 
will present the award to Mary at the Buddy 
Supper, and it will be placed on a wall to be 
determined. For the current year, the Post also 
received the first-place award for posts with over 
201 members for Americanism, an award that 
rests squarely with Larry Dufour for his tireless 
efforts to keep our programs moving forward and 
growing. Finally, we met the requirements for the 
“Toot Your Horn” award for the fifth year in a row. 
This award is given when certain criteria are met 
by the Post, for instance, conducting Buddy 
Checks, Producing a Newsletter, etc. On Nov 18,  
we will have our annual Buddy Supper, but this 
year it is to recognize our members of the Legion 
Family that have stepped up for the Post. The 
Post has elected Rich Middendorf as the Post 
312 Legionnaire of the year award, and his name 
will be submitted to District and Department for 
the next award cycle. Larry Dufour will also 
have the fifth graders present their essays that 
are part of the award-winning Americanism 
Program. 

At the November meeting, I appointed Elizabeth 
Carron the Kitchen Manager. She will resume 
her duties from the past to ensure the kitchen 
continues to operate in a safe manner and to 
coordinate the Posts event meals. I want to thank 
the Color Guard for continuing to represent The 
Post during Veterans Day activities. They 
marched during the City’s Parade and presented 
colors during the County’s ceremony. Your 
dedication is really appreciated. Finally, after a 4-
month non-smoking trial period, the data was 
presented to the membership and the vote was 
made that there will be no smoking in The 
Foxhole, making Post 312 a smoke-free facility. 
A motion was also made to explore the possibility 
of constructing a smoking area for members. 
Please come on up and support The Foxhole, 
see what we are all about. This was not a 
financial decision, so your patronage is needed. 
Our 2023-2024 planning calendar is now entered 
Events Calendar on our webpage. Stay 
updated on the website, www.alpost312mo.org, 
at our meetings and through flyers at the post. 
 
God Bless America. 
Larry Caron  
Post 312 Commander 636-345-6106 
 ljcarron1@charter.net 
 

    
 POST CHAPLAIN 

 

 
Since the last report, no Legionnaires have 
passed. 
Post Everlasting was held Sunday, November 
12, for the 20 Legionnaires who passed during 
the last 12 months.  About 32 people attended. 
Have a safe, happy, and blessed holiday season. 
 
Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain 
middendorf802@gmail.com 636-328-6996 
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POST FIRST VICE 
 
 

Busy, busy, busy.  This time of year is so busy. Let 
us not forget our fellow service men and women 
in this season of fellowship.  I was overjoyed to 
see all of you at the monthly meeting and would 
like to see you more often.  We need your time, 
talents and if you wish, money- lol (laugh out loud).  
As you can tell from the meeting, we have a lot of 
items we are working on and more to discuss.  We 
are currently working with other not-for-profit 
helping our fellow VETS.  Please take time this 
season to call someone you care about and 
perhaps someone who needs a call. I am happy 
to announce the release of our new poker chips.  
We are selling them for $5.00.  I will be using them 
as a recruitment tool.  They are great looking and 
if you share with someone, they will likely come 
visit our POST. Please let me know how many you 
want and how many you want to pass out.  We will 
have several items out soon so check back for 
holiday gifts. 
Holidays can be a fun time, but it can also be very 
trying.  So, let’s make it a time of fun and frivolity. 
 
May God Bless this Post and may God Bless the 
United States of America. 
 
Brian Bush 1st Vice Commander  636.698.5495 
 
Bbush2005@gmail.com  
http://www.alpost312mo.org/ our Post 312 web 
site now includes the Clarion and our current 
calendar. 
mylegion.org place to pay your dues (reminder as 
of January 2023 are $50) 

'Every day the clock resets. Your wins don't matter. 
Your failures don't matter. Don't stress on what 
was, fight for what could be.' -Sean Higgins 

 

Dec Post Meeting moved to Dec 18 

 

 

 AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 
December is upon us and with it 

comes a flurry of activity, both at home and for 
the Auxiliary! Our calendar is full! Children’s 
Christmas Party is set for December 3, Noon - 
2pm 
District Meeting is December 10 at Elsberry 
Post 226. Registration begins at 9am; meeting 
begins at 9:30. 
December 11 - Auxiliary Christmas Party 5pm 
– There will be a delicious meal and lots of fun to 
celebrate the Christmas Season! 
January 8, 2024, will be our next full meeting. 
As we begin this Christmas Season, I pray for 
understanding in this world; I pray for tolerance in 
this world: and I pray for peace in this world. Let 
us all remember those who are deployed and 
sacrificing for this great country; those who have 
already sacrificed for us; and their loved ones 
who pray for them every day. May the blessings 
of joy, peace, and love be with you now and 
always. Merry Christmas! 
 
Jan Irwin, Auxiliary President 636-699-9577 
 

 

AUXILIARY 

FIRST VICE 
 
“Let Freedom Ring – Because of Those Who 
Serve”, this is our theme for this year. 
Our Mission Statement is: In the spirit of Service, 
Not Self, the mission of the American Legion 
Auxiliary is to support The American Legion and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by 
enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and 
their families, both at home and abroad. For God 
and County, we advocate for veterans, educate 
our citizens, mentor youth, and promote 
patriotism, good citizenship, peace, and security. 
As we enter the last month of our calendar year if 
you have not paid your dues, you will be 
considered delinquent after the first of the year. If 
you have any questions, please contact me. 

mailto:Bbush2005@gmail.com
http://www.alpost312mo.org/
https://d.docs.live.net/808e675a938a1e2a/Documents/Post312/POST312/Sept20221stvice.docx
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We have 194 paid as of this date. The next target 
date is December 7 Pearl Harbor Day which is 
75%. We need 16 more to reach it. We can do it! 
I would like to welcome our new members: 
Teresa Steinhoff, Barbara Shaw, Barbara 
Ehlmann, Dorothy Myslak, Mary Kubiak and 
Anne Lau. Please make them welcome. 
Above all please remember our veterans during 
the holiday season and all those who are less 
fortunate than ourselves. 
I wish for all to have a Very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. Please be safe. 
 
Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 1st Vice & 
Membership Chairman lucillera@charter.net 
8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304 636-441-6419 
or 314-238-6330 cell  

 

AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN 
 
 
The light of the Christmas star to you 

The warmth of a home and hearth to you 
The cheer and good will of friends to you 
The hope of a childlike heart to you 
The joy of a thousand angels to you 
The love of the Son and God’s peace to you 
Many blessings to you and yours this holiday 
season. 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Bam Kelly   Chaplain   314 795 0283 
 
 

Auxiliary Christmas Party 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone who 
signed up to attend our annual Christmas party. 
For those who took an ornament off our Giving 
Tree, please return the unwrapped items by 
Friday, December 15. If you are unable to 
purchase a gift, we will be happy to apply any 
donation you may wish to give to fulfill a need of 
the families.  
Mary Bandini 2nd Vice    
 
 

Giving Tree 2023 

We are adopting two struggling active military 
families again this year to make their Christmas a 
little brighter. If you wish; please pick an 
ornament or two from the tree located in the 
Foxhole with the item(s) to purchase. If you do 
not want to purchase a gift but would like to 
make a donation we would be happy to apply 
that donation to something the family is in need 
of. Please return the UNWRAPPED item(s) by 
Friday, December 15. Please attach the 
ornament to the gift but please DO NOT WRAP – 
we will have some elves help with that! If you do 
not want to purchase a gift but would like to 
make a donation, we would be happy to apply 
that donation to something the family is in need 
of. In addition to presents, we will also be 
providing a Christmas meal and other necessities 
as the budget allows. Merry Christmas to all and 
thank you for helping make our 2023 Giving Tree 
a success this year! 

Wreaths Across America 

Saturday, December 16 is wreath laying day. A 
ceremony will be held at 11am on the 16th. 
anyone is interested in helping lay wreaths, 
please contact Mary Bandini at 314-707-2680. 
 
 

Christmas Dinner 
 
Christmas is coming fast, and 5280 Walk A Mile 
wants to make it good for our 
local veterans and their families. 
We are still looking for some volunteers and are 
asking everyone if they can donate the following: 
(Turkeys, Cash). 
If you have a little free time to volunteer, it will be 
greatly appreciated, as we always welcome the 
extra hands. 
Please call the foundation at 636-214-8688 or 
Email at: 5280wam.foundation@gmail.com 
 
Michael A Robinson 
Albert St Clair 
 
 

mailto:5280wam.foundation@gmail.com
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POST SERVICE 

OFFICER 

 

 
 
VA St Louis Coat Drive. Donate new men’s 
coats or make a monetary donation to help 
Veterans stay warm! 
Contact 314-289-6393 or 314-894-6530 to make 
arrangements. Or VHASTLVolunteer@va.gov 
 
Don Newman Jr, Service Officer 636-949-0440 
 
 

 

*ATTENTION AUXILIARY MEMBERS* 

At our Fall Conference in Jefferson City our 

Department Historian presented a challenge to all 

Unit and District Historians.  She wants to know 

about our Auxiliary Unit.  So, at our January 

meeting I will be collecting the answers to the 

following questions: 

(1) Why did you join the Auxiliary, or why 

have you remained a member? 

(2) What is your favorite Auxiliary memory? 

(3) What was a project you participated in that 

made a big impact? 

(4) What was the biggest disaster you had 

during an event and how did you solve it 

or turn it around? 

(5) Do you have a historic item in your or your 

Unit’s possession? 

(6) Any other memorable experiences in the 

Auxiliary? 

If you are unable to attend the January meeting 

you may send the answers to me at 

lauraldiel@gmail.com   

Thank you in advance for your participation. 

Laura L. Diel 

Unit 312 Historian 

 
 

 
 

 VETERANS AFFAIRS & 

REHAB 
We are accepting donations of new white men’s 
and women's socks for Jefferson Barracks V.A. 
Hospital. See the sock box at the post or bring to 
the Auxiliary Christmas Party on Dec. 
11th.Thanks to all 312 members for your support. 
and I wish you a happy & healthy new year. 
 
Mary Diel, VA&R Chair 314-910-2992 
mdiel1943@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 VETERANS HOME BINGO 

 

The next Veterans Home Bingo will be 
Thu 18 Jan. We will leave the Post at 6 PM. 
Please call us ahead of time if you want a ride. 
Join us for a fun time! 

Mary Diel and Rich Middendorf Veterans Home 
Bingo Co-Chairs  
Mary 314-910-2992 or Rich 636-329-6996 

 

Benefit Dance 
 
Orchard Farm VFW Post 4219 and American 
Legion Post 312 are cohosting a benefit dance to 
support the Superhumans Project which is a 
state-of-the-art rehabilitation center which gives 
Ukrainian Veterans, women, and children the 
critical care and prosthetics that they need. 
It will be held Jan 27 at the legion hall 2500 
Raymond, St. Charles, Mo. 7:00-11:00 
Tickets are 30.00 per person. Beer and soda 
provided, cash bar no outside alcohol allowed. 
Music provided by the Yard Darts.  
For tickets call Gordy Steinhoff  636-389-7362 
or Teresa 636-389-7361.  

 

 
 
 
   

mailto:lauraldiel@gmail.com
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 AMERICANISM/ 

CHILDREN & 

YOUTH/ COLOR 

GUARD 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO SAINT CHARLES 
AMERICAN LEGION POST 312 for having won 
FIRST PLACE AMERICANISM AWARD for the 
entire state of Missouri.  I thank all of our team 
members who participate in our 
Americanism/Children & Youth programs to 
make our home  St. Charles Post 312 the best 
AMERICANISM POST in the whole state of 
Missouri.  Today we reflect on the success and 
look forward to a bright new American Legion 
Americanism year with new hope and inspiration.  
May God Bless. 
AMERICAN LEGION HIGH SCHOOL 
ORATORICAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM ‘’A 
CONSTITUTIONAL SPEECH CONTEST’’ 
 
Our St. Charles Post 312 will host the SAINT 
CHARLES COUNTY high school oratorical 
constitutional speech contest at 1:30 P.M. on 
Sunday December 17, 2023.  The winner of that 
contest will move on up to the Ninth District 
contest to be held at 1:30 P.M. on Sunday 
January 14, 2024, at the Wentzville Post and the 
winner there will compete in the Zone One 
contest to be held at 1:30 P.M. on Sunday 
January 21, 2024 in Mark Twain’s home town of 
Hannibal, Missouri at the Hannibal American 
Legion Post.  Drury University in Springfield, 
Missouri awards a $13,000 scholarship per year 
for four years to all first and second place 
winners in our four zones for a total of eight high 
school students.  The four zone winners will 
compete in the state contest for a scholarship of 
$5,000, $2,500, $2,250. and $2,000. respectively 
to go to the college or University of their choice. 
Stay tuned as these outstanding youth of today 
are moving forward and upward on their path to 
success and leadership. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102 
Americanism/Children & Youth/Law and 
Order/Color Guard Captain 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
We have now completed the non-smoking trial in 
the Foxhole. The Post members have voted, 
and we will remain a non-smoking club room. A 
motion was made and passed to also pursue 
the idea of building a smoking area for our 
members who do wish to smoke while visiting 
The Foxhole. While leaving the Foxhole to have 
a smoke, do not take alcohol with you. 
The Army/Nave game will be aired in The 
Foxhole and presented by The Legion Riders 
again this year on Dec 9. We will open at 12 
noon, and we expect a great turn out, see the 
flyer, come on out and cheer on your favorite 
team. Well, cheer for Army, or Navy even if they 
are not your favorite. 
The staff would like to congratulate Jay Marsden 
on his retirement and the family for having his 
retirement party at The Foxhole. It was a great 
event with Jackie D providing the Karaoke show. 
For entertainment in December, we have 
Jackie D December 9 after the game of course. 
Michael Feldman on the 16. 
We will be open Christmas Eve, Dec 24, from 
noon to 6 PM. 
New Years Eve will be open on Sunday from 
6pm to 1 am. 
New Year’s Day we will open noon to 5pm for 
National Bloody Mary Day. 
Thank you all for your support of The Foxhole, 
don’t forget to sign your guests in, let’s close out 
the year in great fashion. 
 
 
Kris Marsden, Bar Manager 
636-219-5282 
Larry Carron Bar Chairman 
636-345-6106 
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SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION 

 

No Jan meeting due to the holiday  

Next meeting on Mon Dec 4 at 7 PM. 

John Leonard, Squadron Commander 314-303-
6665 
 
 

 

      AMERICAN LEGION 

 RIDERS 

 

 

Next meeting on Mon Dec 4 at 6 PM. 

Tony Rumbo, ALR Director 
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683 

 

 
 

 
 

 Family Dinner 

 

 

The next Family Dinner will be Tue Jan 
30.  Further details in Jan Clarion. 
 

 
 

 FRIDAY NIGHT 

BINGO AT POST 312 

 

                There will be NO Bingo Dec 22 
or Dec 29 due to the holidays. 

 

 

POST 312 LEGION 

BASEBALL NEWS 

 

 
Our posts are working together across the state 
as never before and players are coming back to 
American Legion Baseball (ALB).  
 
We develop over 1,500 players across Missouri 
each year and with 100 years of tradition as the 
original select/travel club, no club can come 
close to our size and experience.  We thank our 
players, families, alumni, fans, and coaches for 
their support and for choosing ALB. Our value 
proposition is only getting stronger. 
 
Post 312 Highlights: 
On Sat Nov 11, we joined several other vendors 
and businesses at a Lindenwood tailgating event 
to promote ALB. We had very positive 
interactions with prospective players and 
families. Several vendors and businesses 
committed to doing a similar event with us at our 
Memorial weekend freshman tournament (more 
below).  
 

Legion Baseball Trivia Night is Sat Feb 

3 at Post 312. To sponsor a round, buy 

a table, etc. call or text Russ 

Klicker (314) 705-9147 

 

Off-season player development starts the first Sat in 

January and runs through the end of Feb. 

Coaches Greg Matlach and Brandon Baker are 

working on a grade school age league. In 2024, we 

plan to at least sponsor and help develop a team or 

two. 

Our Memorial weekend freshman tournament at 

Blanchette Park will become a much bigger venue this 

year. In addition to our baseball tournament and the 

opening of the pool, we are helping to organize 

tournaments for horseshoes, pickleball, etc. There will 

be a tailgating type of tent area for local vendors and 

businesses including Lindenwood University, Military 
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recruiters, restaurants, etc. All this to increase 

community involvement. 

 

State Highlights: 

The Collegiate team of alumni players has begun the 

rostering process for 2024. We are interviewing for a 

head coach, someone with high level college or pro 

experience that can coach and mentor our players to 

help them move up. A golf scramble to lower costs for 

this team is planned for Sat May 11 at Bear Creek golf 

course in Wentzville. To sponsor a hole, closest to the 

pin, enter a foursome, etc. call or text Russ 

Klicker (314) 705-9147. 

The very successful Sr. MO Vs. IL game at Busch 

Stadium is being planned. We are working with the 

STL Cardinals to select a date that does not conflict 

with our post season tournaments. 

 

We are finalizing the Prep Baseball Report 

(PBR) event to evaluate and rank our players who are 

interested in playing at the college level.  These 

players will also play a couple MO Vs. IL showcase 

games. 

 

Several folks have contacted us to start new teams. 

Fourteen (14) high schools have approached us with 

interest in starting a legion team in the new D2 

(smaller rural schools) program. 

 

Synergies between ALB and the MLB RBI (revive 

baseball inner-city) programs are being discussed 

between us, the St. Louis Cardinals and University 

City Post 77 (first black post in the country) to get a 

baseball team(s) started. 

 

Thanks, Coach Russ 
Post 312 Baseball Manager 314-705-9147 

ogemah123@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SAVE YOUR TAB 

TOPS 

 
Please keep saving your tabs 

for the Ronald McDonald House.  We have an 
amazing amount so far. Drop them off at the 
Foxhole or bring them to a meeting.  
Children & Youth Co-Chairpersons 

Brenda Richarz   636-288-1250 

Jennifer Slater   636-734-5503 

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Dec 9 Navy-Army Game in the Foxhole 
Open at noon. 
 
Feb 3 Legion Baseball Trivia Night 
Call Russ Klicker for more information 
314-705-9147 
 
Feb 11 Superbowl 

 
VA Service Officer 

 
The American Legion Service Officer is  
Tracy Vawter  
VA Regional Office 
9700 Page Ave  R1-103 
Overland, Mo 63132 
314-253-4460   
 

VA CLINIC 
The St Charles County VA Clinic:  
2845 Veteran’s PKWY 
St. Charles Mo. 63303  
Phone 314-286-6988 
8:00-4:30 
Next to Walmart/Sam’s Club 
 
 
Everyone have a safe and happy holiday season! 

 

 

mailto:ogemah123@gmail.com
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