
The Clarion 
St. Charles American Legion Post 312 

APRIL 2024 

Post 636-947-7666  Hall Rental 314-952-8833  Foxhole 636-724-9712  www.alpost312mo.org    

COMMANDER POST 312 

In last month’s newsletter I advised 
that the Post was continuing the submission for 
Rich Middendorf as the Department 
Legionnaire of the Year award, and I am 
pleased to announce that Rich has indeed been 
named the Department of Missouri Legionnaire 
of the year. It is bittersweet that this is awarded 
posthumously but I am sure Rich is proudly 
looking from above. Mary Middendorf will 
accept this award at the Department Conference 
on July 13th at the Hilton, St. Louis Airport. 
Please attend the Convention, even if for this one 
day to show your support. 

Sadly, I must also report that Ron Hueffmeier 
and Ben Stockamp II have passed away since 
the last newsletter as well. Ben is the Father of 
Ben Stockamp III, our Bingo Chairman. Our 
prayers are with both families. 

We have so much going on this spring. I 
understand the electronic portion of the new sign 
has been delivered to the local sign shop who 
will now build the case and base to prepare it for 
installation. The electrical service is already 
installed for this much needed addition. 

Elections will take place in June, and we have an 
immediate need to fill the position of Chaplain, 
Service Officer, Facilities Manager and the 
Business Manager. Please see me for details. I 
will also not be running for reelection for 
Commander so there is an urgent need for 
members to consider serving in such capacities. 
The Post is on a roll with great attendance at 
Bingo and we need to keep that up to grow this 
Post. District 9 is reporting continued growth in 
the various locations and Post 312 can be a 
beacon if we just get that support from its 
members. On the Last Saturday of April, we will 
have the 2nd annual Legion Day which is an 

open house event to showcase our post. Let’s 
get together and make this an ever-growing 
event meant to grow membership and support 
the Be the One campaign. See our 2023-2024 
planning calendar on the Events Calendar on our 
webpage. Stay updated on the website, 
www.alpost312mo.org, at our meetings and 
through flyers at the post. We have also 
published a new Facebook page, see the 
Foxhole article for details. Visit 
missourilegion.org. and legion.org websites 
for the Department and National site respectively 
to obtain expanded 
information of the American Legion outside of 
Post 312. 

Larry Carron    Commander    636-345-6106  
ljcarron1@charter.net 

POST CHAPLAIN 

The Family of Rich Middendorf, we are so 
grateful and humbled by the outpouring of love 
and support we received from the American 
Legion Family during our time of loss. I would 
like to share this poem with you because it fits 
Richard so well. 
Mary Middendorf 

 Remember me with love and joy, 
 Let gratitude fill your heart. 
 Thankful for the time we had,  
 Gone … yet not apart. 
 If we measured life in moments, 
 Not in months or years, 
 I lived a hundred lifetimes,  
 Loved by all who hold me dear. 
 I hope you’ll find your smile, 
 And generously speak my name. 
 Share stories and my heart,  
Your love for life unchanged. 
 Celebrate the life I lived,  
I will be watching from above. 
I am always with you, 
 Sending you my light and love 
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We are sorry to pass on that Ron Huffmeier, 
and Ben Stockamp have passed away recently. 
Please keep them and their families in your 
prayers. 

 

 

POST FIRST VICE 
 
Welcome, Spring, kind of. I 
guess we’re in Missouri 
because we can’t determine if we are coming or 
going. 
Baseball is ramping up, BBQ is looking great, 
and we are working diligently. However, I’m 
afraid I have some bad news. Due to lack of 
participation in BINGO (our major fundraiser), we 
are going to have to shut it down. That’s ok we 
have a solution, simply raise the dues to $100 
per month and we can make up the shortfall. 
Until then Boys and Girls state will have to do 
without. We will not be able to support the Fox 
Hole, building rent may become a challenge, 
keeping the lights on and maintenance of 
the building will also have to stop. American 
Legion Baseball will be a thing of the past. 
Did you ever think how much our BINGO 
revenues means to our post. We are at a critical 
stage of our post needs. I am asking, no I am 
pleading, some help would be appreciated. It’s 
nice to enjoy all the benefits of this program. So, 
we can either support it or have it failed due to 
lack of support. We have other needs also, but 
let’s start with the most beneficial. I think you will 
find that once you commit to the POST you will 
find out how much you enjoy and rely on the 
post. We are a proud group of Veterans and as 
for myself I would like to continue that legacy. 
So, find a Friday night, we have one every week, 
and come by and visit. You can learn so much, 
not only about BINGO put your fellow comrades 
as well. 
 
Please continue recruiting. Poker chips are a 
great conversation starter. Within the next six 
weeks or so additional T-Shirts will be available 
for sale. If you are wearing a hat or shirt and 
someone says “Thank 

you for your service” chances are they are a 
veteran also, so pass a coin and talk about us. 
Part of our commitment is to support other 
brothers and sisters’ veterans and their families.  
 
We all like and need help from time to time so 
let’s continue to do what we can for them. 
May God Bless this Post and may God Bless the 
Veterans that support it. 
 
Brian Bush   1st Vice Commander POST 312 
Bbush2005@gmail.com 636.698.5495 
http://www.alpost312mo.org/  
Our Post 312 web site now includes the Clarion 
and our current calendar. 
 
mylegion.org is a place to pay your dues 
(reminder as of January 2023 are $50) 
 
It is literally true that you can succeed best and 
quickest by helping others to succeed. 
– Napolean Hill 
 

 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 
Bring on Spring and warmer weather 
and SOOO many things to do! 
First, Unit Chairpersons - all reports are due to 
your District Chairperson before April 15. It needs 
to include a narrative along with any numbers 
you report. 
Please, please REPORT! The strength of the 
American Legion Family comes from 
the information from YOUR reports. These 
numbers give our leaders the strength they need 
to continue to stand up for our Veterans and 
Active Military in congress. If you need any help 
or have any questions, please contact any of the 
officers and we will be happy to help. One more 
request: Please also send a copy of your report 
to me at janirwin@hotmail.com. Thank you! 
 
Keep an eye out for information regarding the 
Spring Luncheon that is coming in May. The 
committee is hard at work hammering out all the 
details. It’s going to be a great time! 



Post 312                                              The Clarion                                         APRIL 2024 

3 

Our Poppy Chairperson, Tricia is working on 
some new and exciting ideas to increase our 
Poppy Distribution. I can’t wait to see all she has 
in store!! 
I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting 
April 8! 
 
Jan Irwin, Auxiliary President 636-699-9577 

 

AUXILIARY 

FIRST VICE 
 
I hope everyone had a Happy and Blessed 
Easter. Happy Spring! 
We have 245 paid members; we need 36 more 
to reach our goal. 
If you know of someone who has not paid, think 
about asking them. Remember Membership is 
everyone’s job. 
Please welcome our new member, Gayle 
Gilliland. We also have a new Junior member 
Ellis Greene. 
 
Letters will be going out to the ones who have 
not paid. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me. 
 
Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 1st Vice & 
Membership Chairman lucillera@charter.net 
8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304 636-441-6419 
or 314-238-6330 cell  
 

 

AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN 
“May your home be filled with laughter, 
May your pockets be filled with gold, 
And may you have all the happiness, 
Your heart could ever hold,” 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful Easter and a 
Happy Spring. 
Do an act of kindness today!!! It will make a 
difference. 
Blessings, 
 
Bam Kelly    Chaplain   314-795-0283 
 

 

AUXILARY LUNCHEON 

 
Mark your calendars, it is time for the Auxiliaries 
Annual Spring Luncheon May 7th. 
Tickets will be available April 1st by visiting us at 
the legion or calling Mary B. at 314- 
707-2680. The flyer is enclosed for the details 
but a reminder that this is for the public, 
the more the merrier. So, invite your neighbors, 
your church group, friends etc. This 
luncheon is a fundraiser for our scholarship 
program and Girl State. Hope to see you 
there! 
2024 Spring Luncheon Committee 
 
 

VETERAN’S FAIR 
 
The Veteran’s Community Resource Fair 
mentioned in the Clarion is one of the 
biggest Veteran’s Resource event ever held 
in St. Charles, will be held April 17 from 3-7 pm 
at the Foundry Center. {see flyer} 
 The St. Charles City Veteran’s 
Commission is working with the city to pull 
this off. The St. Charles VA has promised 
over 20 tables and booths. A lot of it is still 
in the planning stage, but it was mentioned 
there may be VA nurses, doctors and 
dentists. The city of St. Charles is working 
with other resources that will benefit Vets, 
too, such as agencies and business 
committed to serving Veterans.. We hope 
to see you there. 
 
Larry Reighard 
 
 

VETERANS HOME BINGO 

 

The next Veterans Home Bingo will be in May. 
We will leave the Post at 6 PM. Please call us 
ahead of time if you want a ride. Join us for a fun 
time! 

Mary Diel  314-910-2992  
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AMERICAN LEGION 

 RIDERS 

 

Next meeting on Mon 1 Apr at 6 
PM. 

Tony Rumbo, ALR Director 
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683 
 
 

SONS OF AMERICAN 

LEGION 

Next meeting on Mon 1 Apr at 7 
PM. 

John Leonard, Squadron Commander 314-303-
6665 
 

 

POST SERVICE 

OFFICER 

 
 

 
The American Legion Service Officer is  
Tracy Vawter  
VA Regional Office 
9700 Page Ave  R1-103 
Overland, Mo 63132 
314-253-4460   
 
Contact their office if you are having problems 
with a VA claim. 
 
Don Newman has resigned the position of Post 
Service Officer. Anyone interested in filling this 
position please contact Larry Carron at 636-345-
6106. 
 
 

St. Charles city elections  

April 2, 2024. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AMERICANISM/ 

CHILDREN & YOUTH/ 

COLOR GUARD 
 
 
AMERICAN LEGION HIGH SCHOOL 
ORATORICAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM’’A 
CONSTITUTIONAL SPEECH CONTEST’’ 
 
JANA RAWASHDEH, a senior at Francis Howell 
North High School has now also won the State 
High School Oratorical Constitutional Speech 
Contest for the last two consecutive years 
winning a total so far of $14,000.00 in college 
scholarships from The American Legion 
Department of Missouri and our National 
Organization.  JANA will now compete in the 
national finals May 17 through May 19, 2024, in 
Hillsdale, Michigan with all expenses paid to 
travel for her and her mother by our national 
organization.   
The three top winners in the national high school 
oratorical constitutional speech contest will 
receive $25,000, $22,500, and $20,000 
scholarships, respectively. 
 
I will let everyone know how she did after the 
national contest is completed. 
 
This is another outstanding AMERICANISM 
PROGRAM of The American Legion!!! 
 
 
AMERICAN LEGION BOYS STATE OF 
MISSOURI, INC. 
 
We in the NINTH District are now in second 
place among the seventeen American Legion 
Districts in Missouri with one hundred ten 
Missouri Boys State applications.  In just ‘’ONE 
WEEK TO SHAPE A LIFETIME’’ June 22 
through June 29, on the campus of Lindenwood 
University high school juniors from across 
Missouri will recreate City, County and State 
government and earn two or three college credit 
hours for doing so. 
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These outstanding youth of today are the future 
leaders of America. 
 
This is another outstanding AMERICANISM 
PROGRAM of The American Legion!!!   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102 
Americanism/Children & Youth/Law and 
Order/Color Guard Captain 
 

 

 
 
 

 
I hope you can join us on Saturday March 16h for 
our St. Patrick’s Day celebration. Please see 
the flyer and call to reserve your plate of Corned 
Beef with all the fixin’s. There will be good times, 
drink specials and games. 
 
We are closed Easter Sunday, but we will host 
the Cardinals Opener on April 4 and check for 
other events. We are considering Music Bingo for 
Saturdays when we do not have live music. 
Let’s kick off a summer of fun at The Foxhole, 
making it a regular stop in your plans. 
For April, come and see Mike Feldman, April 6, 
Jackie D on April 13, and Boston Dave on the 
last Saturday, after our Legion Day, April 27.  
You can check our schedule on the Foxhole tab 
on the website or on our new Facebook Page, 
the link is just below the photo of our post on the 
website. www.alpost312mo.org. 
 
Kris Marsden, Bar Manager 
636-219-5282 
Larry Carron Bar Chairman 
636-345-6106 
 

 

Please note the new phone number 

to call for Family Dinner 

 

        314-795-0283  

 

 

 

FAMILY DINNER 

 

Our Family Dinner on Tuesday, April 30 will be 

provided by Tony’s on Main Street! The cost is 

$15.00 and includes Chicken Modiga with Penne 

Pasta in white sauce, garden salad, dinner roll, 

and your choice of a chocolate or vanilla cupcake. 

Reserve your meal by texting or calling 314-795-

0283 by April 25. Pre orders only !!!!! 

 We offer dine-In or curbside pickup from 4:30pm-

6:00pm. Come support your American 

Legion Post 312 and enjoy great food and 

fellowship! 

 
 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

BINGO AT POST 312 

Bring your friends and join us for an evening of 
Bingo. Doors open at 4 pm, Bingo starts at 6.30 
Bingo is the big money maker for the Post. Your 
help will be greatly appreciated. Come by one 
Friday evening and discover how you can help. 
You don’t have to spend the whole evening, if 
you can only help for a few hours that’s ok. 
Come out anyway, it’s entertaining! There are 
many types of jobs, and we will find one that you 
can perform.  

 

 

POST 312 LEGION 

BASEBALL NEWS 

Our baseball program has seen an 
increase in growth, and we are 
needing to add a coach or two.  Please Contact 
Russ Klicker our post baseball chairman (314) 
705-9147. 
 
Next activity:  4-person golf scramble at Bear 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
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Creek GC in Wentzville on Sat May 11. This 
raises funds for our state level American Legion 
Baseball program. If you want to enter a team or 
support us by sponsoring a hole, food/beverage, 
or donating a gift for the winners, contact our 
state baseball chairman Tom Rhoads (314) 304-
6702. 
 
Blanchette Park Event, we are coordinating our 
Freshman baseball tournament with pickleball 
and horseshoe tournaments.  We are inviting 
Lindenwood, local businesses, veterans’ 
organizations, and military recruiters to set up in 
a tent area and bring static displays. The pool 
also opens this weekend. 
 
Read the St Charles Parks and Recreation (page 
42) magazine for more information. 
 

 
 
Russell Klicker, Post 312 Baseball Manager 314-

705-9147 

 

 

 
 

SAVE YOUR TAB TOPS 

 

 
Please keep saving your tabs 
for the Ronald McDonald House.  We have an 
amazing amount so far. Drop them off at the 
Foxhole or bring them to a meeting.  

  
Children & Youth Co-Chairpersons 
Brenda Richarz   636-288-1250 

Jennifer Slater   636-734-5503 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOME SHOW 

 
Veterans Community Project is looking for 
volunteers who are passionate about our mission 
to serve Veterans and willing to serve as an 
Event Ambassador for Veterans Community 
Project at the St. Charles Home Show. 
 
The St. Charles Home Show is from Friday, April 
5th to Sunday April 7th. The tiny home will arrive 
and be set up on Thursday April 4th by 5pm. The 
show is from 10am - 7pm on Friday, April 5th and 
Saturday, April 6th and from 10am - 5pm on 
Sunday, April 7th. The St Charles Home Show is 
located at the St Charles Convention Center. The 
address is 1 Convention Center Plaza St. 
Charles MO 63303. 
 
Veterans Community Project is looking for 
volunteers to help set up the model tiny home on 
Thursday, April 4th and to fill shifts for each day 
of the show April 5 - 7th. Veterans Community 
Project Event Footprint will be the model tiny 
home, a tent with table and Event Ambassadors 
remaining at the table while Roaming 
Ambassadors move throughout the convention 
center and parking lot. 
 
1 Convention Center Plaza 
St. Charles MO 63303 
St. Charles, MO 63303 
Contact Details 
 
Julie Golinghorst 
jgolinghorst@vcp.org 
314-501-2810 ext 3303 

 

 
 

  One flag, 

      One land, 

          One heart, 

             One hand, 

  On nation evermore! 

 

Oliver Wendell Holmes 

mailto:jgolinghorst@vcp.org
tel:3145012810
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Riders Mtg 6pm 

SAL Meeting 

7pm 

Foxhole Open 5pm 

2 

Foxhole Closed 

3 

Xbox Bowling 

6:30 in the Foxhole 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

4 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

CARDS OPEN 

DAY 

5 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

Bingo 6:30  

in the Hall 

6 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

MIKE FELDMAN 

7pm in  FOXHOLE 

 

 

7 

Foxhole Open 

Noon-6pm 

8 

Post-Auxiliary 

Mtg 7:30pm  

Foxhole Open 

5 pm 

9 

Foxhole Closed 

10 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

11 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

12 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

Bingo 6:30  

in the Hall 

13 

Foxhole Open 3 

Jackie D.  

Foxhole 7 pm 

14 

Foxhole Open 

Noon-6pm 

15 

Foxhole Closed 

16 

Foxhole Closed 

17 

Xbox Bowling 

6:30 in the Foxhole 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

18 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

19 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

Bingo 6:30  

in the Hall 

20 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

21 

Foxhole Open 

Noon-6pm 

22 

Foxhole Closed 

23 

Foxhole Closed 

24 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

25 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

LAST DAY TO OR-

DER DINNERS 

314-795-0283 

26 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

Bingo 6:30  

in the Hall 

27 

Foxhole Open 3PM 

Boston Dave  

Foxhole 7pm 

28 

Foxhole Open 

Noon-6pm 

29 

Foxhole Closed 

30 

FAMILY DINNER 

TONY’S 

430-600 

FOXHOLE OPEN 

31 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

  APRIL 27 

 Legion  Day 

Open House 

At the Post 

 

American Legion Post 312 St. Charles MO 

APRIL 2024 

Post 636-947-7666      Hall Rental 314-952-8833      Foxhole 636-724-9712   
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