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COMMANDER JOE

GOOD NEWS! By the time you receive this
newsletter the Foxhole will be open. The official
date of opening was Fri, Dec 13 as Foxhole and
all four bathrooms were finished. If you are in the
area, | encourage everyone to stop by and look.
After being closed for approximately 10 weeks it
became apparent that the Foxhole is a primary
source for getting the word out to our members
about what is going on around Post 312.

Once again thanks go out to our Business
Manager, Larry Carron and Facilities Manager,
Brad New and his assistants for the many hours
they put in to ensure that everything was done
right. Thanks also to the Foxhole staff who had to
clean everything due to the cement dust.

As a reminder, the postponed Buddy Supper as
well as the First Responders Awards Dinner will
be on Sat, Jan 11. Social Hour 4pm, Dinner 5pm,
Program 6pm. Signup sheet for attending will be
posted in Foxhole. Need name and number in
your party attending.

At the District 9 meeting on Dec 8, it was
announced that the Adjutant at Post 55 is looking
to get an All-Women Veterans Honor Flight to
Washington DC. They need to have 30 people
sign up for it. This would be a first All-Women
Honor Flight. You can contact the Post 55
Adjutant for more information.

If there are any members who spoke to me about
volunteering at the Post and you have not heard
from me, please call me at 314-913-9597.

WISHING EVERYONE A MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Joe Diel Post Commander
joediel1941@agmail.com

314-913-9597

POST CHAPLAIN

Good news is that there are no sick or
injured members at this writing. However, it's my
sad duty to report that Cletus "Clete" Friedman,
a WW Il veteran and a 42-year member of our
Post 312 and Geret R. Hunter a Korean War
veteran and a 31 year member of our Post 312
have both answered their final roll call and
reported to the high command of us all.

Also, SAL member Mark Wooldridge's mother
Mildred Wooldridge has passed away. May their
souls and all souls of the faithfully departed "Rest
in Peace".

Larry DuFour Post Chaplain 636-441-7102

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

HAPPY NEW YEAR! My sincere hope is that
everyone had a happy healthy holiday and that ole
St. Nick was good to you all.

| was delighted to see so many members at our
annual Christmas Party. | tried to visit each table
to wish everyone happy holidays and put names
with faces.

As we begin 2025, | want to remind everyone to
follow our Facebook page and to please share
the “Throw Back Thursday” photographs. It is
fun to look at the older photographs and by
sharing them on your page the community will be
able to share those memories as well.

Conversation is good regardless of if we agree or
disagree it all begins with conversation so | want
to remind you that | am always available by email
or text to talk about any ideas or concerns you
may have for our Auxiliary. We have many
opportunities for volunteers in committee work.

Post 636-947-7666 Hall Rental 314-952-8833

Foxhole 636-724-9712 www.alpost312mo.org
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Understand that working with a committee does
not necessarily mean coming to the Post. There
are plenty of tasks that can be done from home
including phone calls, mailings, craft work, etc. so
please do not let mobility prevent you from
helping. Not every committee has these
opportunities, but we can certainly exam or re-
exam how we do things. | know we have new
members looking to help with committees so
please contact the committee chairperson or
myself with your interest.

Speaking of committees...... thank you to all our
chairpersons for getting your reports to District 9.
| take great pride each time a District Chairperson
reads a list of reports, and | hear “Unit 312" as part
of their reporting. We do great things with few
people, and we all work hard for our Unit to
succeed, and you all deserve all the credit at these
District Meetings.

We will begin planning our Annual Spring
Scholarship Luncheon scheduled for Tuesday
May 6 here at Post 312. This is our largest
fundraiser with funds dedicated to our Girls State
Awards and High School Scholarships. We will be
working by Committee this year with hopefully
subcommittee assignments depending on the
number of volunteers we get. Our first committee
meeting date will be announced at the January
meeting.

A huge thank you to Brenda Richard and Jen
Slater, co-chairs of our Children and Youth
Committee, for planning another successful
Children’s Christmas Party. The Children’s
Christmas Party is for the children and
grandchildren of Post 312 family ages 0-10 yrs. |
was unable to make the party, but it received great
reviews from my six-year-old grandson. That must
have taken some real work to convince Santa and
Mrs. Claus to attend our party at their busiest time
of their year! Thank you, ladies, to your entire
committee.

God’s Blessing

Laura L. Diel Auxiliary President 636-219-
7091]auraldiel@gmail.com

,‘ AUXILIARY
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As we start the new year 2025, | would like to
thank all who have paid their dues. We are at
76.34%. We have 200 paid. We need 62 more to
reach our goal. So, if you have not paid it is time
to do so. By paying your dues we can continue to
work our programs, such as Girls State, Children
and Youth, National Security, VA &amp; R.
Poppies, Education, Community Service etc.; You
have three ways to pay: Online at National
Website, bringing it to the Foxhole now that it is
open again or sending to the membership
chairman, address below. Thank you in advance
for taking care of this.

If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact me.

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 15t Vice President &
Membership Chair lucillera@charter.net
636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell

8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304-5512
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AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN

As the world fights to figure everything out, I'll be
holding doors for strangers, letting people cut in
front of me in traffic, saying good morning,
keeping babies entertained in grocery lines,
stopping to talk to someone who is lonely, being
patient with salesclerks, smiling at a passerby.
WHY? Because | will not stand idly by and live in
a world where love is invisible. Join me in showing
kindness, understanding, and judging less. Be
kind to a stranger, give grace to friends who are
having a bad day, be forgiving of yourself — today
and every day. Join me, won’t you?

BE the change this New Year! BE THE ONE!
Happy New Year!

Bam Kelly Auxiliary Chaplain 314-795-0283
terikkelly@aol.com




| hope everyone is having a safe and happy
holiday season. Remember to check in on friends
and family because this time of year can be
stressful for some, and a buddy call can make all
the difference.

| wanted to update everyone on our current
membership numbers. As of our last meeting, we
have 63 paid members with a goal of 113. That
puts us at 56% to date. If you have paid your dues
already, | thank you. If you haven't yet, please
think about getting it in sooner rather than later.
Now that the Foxhole is open again, feel free to
put it in my SAL Commanders mailbox or go
online.

Mark, your calendar ... SAL will be hosting the
Superbowl Party on Sun Feb 9. We will provide
hot dogs and wings. If you can, we ask that you
bring your favorite tailgate snack to share. We will
have a bottle raffle or two and keep an eye out for
the squares that will be posted in the Foxhole
starting in early January. Look for a flyer with more
info going up in the Foxhole in early January and
additional info in the next Clarion. We would love
to see you there.

Our next meeting will be on Mon Jan 6 at 7pm.

John Leonard Squadron Commander
314-303-6665

|| ;| VETERANS HOME BINGO

The next Veterans Home Bingo will be on Thu
Jan 16. We must leave the Post promptly at 6
PM. Please call us ahead of time if you want a
ride. Join us for a fun time!

Mary Diel, VA&R Chair 314-910-2992
mdiel1943@agmail.com
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SONS OF THE AMERICANISM
AMERICAN LEGION CHILDREN & YOUTH

¥ | | COLOR GUARD

"A Constitutional Speech Contest" The American
Legion high school constitutional speech contest
for the Ninth (9th) District Department of Missouri
will be held at 1:30 P.M. on Sun Jan 12, at
Wentzville American Legion Post 323. Saint
Charles County, Warren County and
Montgomery County will be represented. The
winner of the 9th District contest will enter the
Zone one (1) contest at 1:30 P.M. on Sun Jan 19
in Mark Twain’s hometown of Hannibal, Missouri
at American Legion Post 55. Stay tuned for
updates as these youth of today are

becoming tomorrow’s leaders.

LAW & ORDER AND PUBLIC SAFETY

Our First Responders Awards Dinner will be held
at 5pm on Sat Jan 11. St. Charles City Police and
Fire Department, St. Charles County Sheriff's
office and St. Charles County Police Department
will all be represented. We will learn what these
first responders have been doing for all
the citizens of our community.

Respectfully submitted,

Larry DuFour 636-441-7102
Americanism/Children & Youth/
Law and Order/Color Guard Captain

Find your DD214 or discharge paper and put a
copy with your important documents.

Don’'t make your passing any harder on your
family than it already is. No DD214 means “No
Missouri Honors”. The funeral home hands are
tied. No Taps, No Rifle Squad, and no Military to
fold the Flag. When was the last memorial service
you attended?

Don Newman Jr. Past Commander Post 312
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Our construction is complete, and the Foxhole and
the front hall restrooms are back in operation. |
have yet to total all the hours it took to replace the
tile and reinstall the partitions. It is a lot and was
accomplished by Brad New, a new member and
now a new Rider, Darryl and the official future
Son-in-law of Brad New, “John Boy” and also Brad
2. Brad had the willing cooperation from everyone
even though this work was completed on
vacations, after work and during weekends.

Thank them all for their efforts in that. It was a
great pleasure working with this team and | was
fortunate to see the care and pride in craftmanship
they put into this project.

Now, get back in here and get your Bartenders
some tips, they miss you and have been out for
over 2 months and have put a lot of work in
cleaning on 3 different occasions during that time.

The Foxhole will be closed on Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day. We will open on New
Years eve from 6-1 with Boston Dave
providing entertainment. We will also open on
New Years Day Noon to 6 PM for National
Bloody Mary Day.

We are resetting the entertainment schedule with
Jackie D on Dec 14, Boston Dave on Dec 28 and
New Years Eve.

January 2025, we have Mike Feldman on Jan 4,
Jackie D on Jan 11 and Boston Dave on Jan 25.
You can check our schedule on the Foxhole tab
on the website or on our new Facebook Page, the
link is just below the photo of our Post on the
website. www.alpost312mao.org.

Larry Carron Bar Chairman 636-345-6106
LarryCarronRealtor@outlook.com

Masters Twosome Par 3,

Pheasant Run O’Fallon

$75 a person includes beer on the course and
lunch at the clubhouse. Watch for a flyer in next
month’s Clarion.

Proceeds Benefit Greater St, Louis Honor Flight
and American Legion Riders Chapter 312

Phil McHenry 314-443-3009
Foreloveofthegames@yahoo.com

GREATER ST.LOUIS
HONOR FLIGHT

OO0 NATIONAL WREATHS

WREATHS
vieica ACROSS AMERICA DAY
American Legion Auxiliary Unit Post 312

partnered with Wreaths Across America this year
to Remember and Honor our Veterans by laying
Remembrance wreaths on the graves of our
country fallen heroes at Jefferson Barracks
National Cemetery.

We set a goal of 300 wreath sponsorships and
surpassed that goal with 338!

These sponsorships not only honor our fallen
Veterans, but they also raised funds for the
Auxiliary to be used for local Veteran causes. For
every $17 wreath sponsorship, we received $5.00,
totaling $1,690. We look forward to another
successful year in 2025 and we thank you for your
support and generosity!

Elaine Vollmar 314-440-2780
elainevollmar@gmail.com
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Did you

know? /) POST HISTORY

Due to the length of the following article, it will be
done in three parts which will be published in the
January, February, and March issues of the
Clarion. This information was recently found in a
1986 history book completed by 1986
Commander Roger J. Brimeyer.

PART ONE

The two most often asked questions regarding the
American Legion are what is the Legion and what
do you do?

In answer to the first, the American Legion is an
organization composed of Veterans consisting of
approximately 2.7  milion members in
approximately 16,000 Post. This organization
was started in Paris France during a caucus held
March 15-17, 1919. The first caucus to be held in
the United States was held in St. Louis May 8-10,
1919. Chartered by Congress on September 16,
1919, the first National convention was held in
Minneapolis, Minn. November 10-12, 1919. At this
meeting, the decision to place the WNational
Headquarters in Indianapolis, Ind was made. The
final form of the Preamble to the Legion
Constitution was adopted. The American Legion
is an organization dedicated to the defense of our
great country and the welfare of others. What do
we do?? We don’t all sit around and drink and tell
old war stories. Most of us work for the betterment
of others, through our Veterans’ hospital efforts,
child welfare.

Part 2 in February Clarion: What does our Post
do for the Community?

Joe Diel, Historian 314-913-9597
joediel1941@agmail.com

M

SAVE THE DATE

Jan 01 Happy New Year Fox Hole Open
Jan 11 Buddy Supper and
First Responders Awards Dinner
Jan 12 District 9 Oratorical Speech Contest
Wentzville American Legion Post 323
Jan 16 Veterans Home Bingo
Jan 28 Spaghetti Dinner
Feb 01 Legion Baseball Trivia
Feb 09 Super Bowl Party
Feb 15 Loyal Order of the Squirrels
Feb 25 Family Dinner
Mar 01 40 & 8 Night at the Races
Mar 02 District Meeting at Post 297 in Union
Mar 15 American Legion Birthday Celebration
Mar 15 St. Patrick’s Day
Mar 20 Veterans Bingo
Mar 25 Spaghetti Dinner
Apr 12 Golf Tournament

AUXILIARY CHRISTMAS PARTY

Having fun planning and preparing for the
Auxiliary Christmas Party flowed over to the party.
Everyone enjoyed the dinner and had fun playing
the games. The raffle baskets were great, as
always. The twelve members who participated in
the skit can’t deny it because we have a video for
proof. They had just as much fun doing the skit as
everyone did watching them.

Auxiliary Christmas Party Committee
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Children’s Christmas Party was held on Sun
Dec 8 from 12-2.

There were 26 children in attendance along with
parents, aunts, uncles, and Grandparents. They
all were able to enjoy food, crafts, games and of
course the guests of honor Santa Clause and
Mrs. Clause.

Thank you all for coming and see you next year.

Chairpersons Brenda Richarz & Jennifer Slater.




