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COMMANDER TONY As Legionnaires, this story reminds us why The

As | was thumbing through some old
American Legion Magazine issues, |
came across an article titled "The
Forever Promise."

It tells the remarkable story of Robert Edsel's journey
to connect American families with the Dutch citizens
who have adopted the graves of U.S. service
members buried at the Netherlands American
Cemetery in Margraten. Edsel's extensive research
also led to the critically acclaimed film The
Monuments Men, which tells the story of Allied
personnel whose mission was to recover stolen works
of art, books, religious objects, and historic treasures
taken by Nazi Germany. One story in particular stood
out to me—that of Frieda Gumn (formerly Frieda
van Schaik). Nazi Germany occupied the
Netherlands for five long years until the southern part
of the country was liberated in September 1944. At
just 19 years old, Frieda befriended Captain Walter
J. Huchthausen, one of the American officers
helping liberate her homeland. Whenever he passed
through Maastricht, Captain Huchthausen would stop
to visit Frieda and her family. Tragically, during the
fierce fighting that followed, he was killed in action
and became one of the 17,800 American service
members laid to rest at Margraten. Determined that
his sacrifice would never be forgotten, Frieda wrote to
Captain Huchthausen's alma mater, hoping to contact
his family and let them know where he was buried
and that she was personally caring for his grave.
Although the U.S. government, out of concern for
privacy and possible exploitation, could not release
next-of-kin information, Frieda never gave up on
honoring those who had given everything for her
country's freedom. More than 40,000 Dutch citizens
attended the first post-war Memorial Day ceremony in
1945. By the following year, every grave in the
cemetery had been adopted by a Dutch citizen—a
tradition that continues to this day. Frieda made it her
life's mission to ensure that the men and women who
liberated her country would always be remembered,
and that their families would know their loved ones'
sacrifices had not been forgotten.

American Legion's Four Pillars remain as important
today as they were when our organization was
founded.

Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation reminds us that
our responsibility to veterans does not end when they
leave the battlefield. Caring for those who served—
and preserving the memory of those who never came
home—is a lifelong commitment.

National Security is reflected in the courage of
Captain Huchthausen and the thousands of
Americans who answered the call to defend freedom
far from home. Their service secured liberty not only
for our nation but for countless others around the
world.

Americanism lives in the values of patriotism,
service, honor, and remembrance. The Dutch people
have shown extraordinary gratitude by caring for the
graves of American heroes for more than 80 years.
Their commitment is a powerful reminder that the
ideals our veterans fought for continue to inspire
people across the globe.

Children & Youth teach future generations the price
of freedom. Stories like Frieda's help ensure that our
children and grandchildren understand that liberty is
never free and that every name on a white cross or
Star of David represents a life given in service to
others. The story of Frieda Gumn is more than a story
of remembrance—it is a promise. A promise that
sacrifice will never be forgotten. A promise that
gratitude can span generations and oceans. And a
promise that, as members of The American Legion,
we will continue to uphold our Four Pillars by
honoring our veterans, defending our nation,
promoting Americanism, and educating the
generations that follow. As Legionnaires, we are
called to make that same Forever Promise: Never
forget those who gave everything and never let
future generations forget the cost of freedom.

Tony Rumbo, Post Commander
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683

Post 636-947-7666
www.alpost312mo.org

Hall Rental 314-952-8833

Foxhole 636-724-9712
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POST CHAPLAIN
CHAPLAINS CORNER:

SICK BAY:
Larry Barngrover, our sergeant-at-arms, is at
home recovering from a broken back in a fall. He
says he is in a lot of pain. Our prayers are for his
quick recovery and may God give him relief from
his pain.
Warren E. Kneemiller answered his final roll call.
May he and all our departed legionaries rest in
peace. Amen

We pray for good health and happiness for our
entire Post 312 members.

Say something nice to someone. It will make you
feel good.

Respectfully,

Larry DuFour Post Chaplain 636-441-7102

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

- Can you believe summer vacation is
g ' almost over and soon it will be back
to school! | hope everyone has been
busy making memories this summer.
We installed our 2026-2027 Officers and
Executive Committee members during our July
meeting. Executive Committee Members: Kris
Marsden, Lucille Armbruster, and Mary Fairley
Historian, Mary Bandini; Chaplin, Bam Kelly;
Treasurer, Lestine Echele; Secretary, Jeanne
Steinhoff; Parliamentarian, Lori Millam; First Vice
President, Judi Sovanski; and Second Vice
President, Marilyn Rufkhar. | have been installed
as the 2026-2027 President for Unit 312. | am
looking forward to working with you all during the
next year to continue the great work of American
Legion Auxiliary Unit 312. Congratulations to ALL
of the newly installed officers in all our Post 312
families.

At our July meeting we discussed the possibility
of the Auxiliary resuming kitchen responsibilities

during Friday night bingos. Regrettably, we did
not have enough volunteers to commit to that
type of schedule and | informed Commander
Rumbo that we had to decline. That being said,
at the bingo kitchen meeting it was suggested
that the Post be in charge of the kitchen and we
attempt to use the legion family members to
serve as volunteers each week. That idea was
well received and | look forward to seeing what
the Commander is planning.

At this writing, we still have vacant committee
chairs available. Please consider volunteering as
a committee chair. The committees are one of
the many ways we are able to show our
Community, State, and Nation what the ALA
mission is. The work can be as big or as small as
you can make it. There are online materials at
ALA National web site (https://www.legion-
aux.org) to help anyone who might be interested
and TONS of Facebook pages filled with ideas
and support.

This year’s convention in Springfield Missouri
was filled with moments to remember and all
attendees fulfilled their “steps goal” each day.
Unit 312 was well represented and as far as
awards...... well, that will have to wait until after
our September District 9 meeting in Washington,
MO on the13th of September.

Please keep our enlisted men and women in
your thoughts and prayers during these unstable
times. May we fill the hearts of all of our Veterans
with the utmost gratitude, love, and respect. May
God bless each of you and God bless the

USA.

God’s Blessing Laura L. Diel Auxiliary President
lauraldiel@gmail.com 636-219-7091

SAVE YOUR TAB
TOPS

( Don’t forget to save your tab
tops for the Auxiliary. The
Auxiliary uses them in support the Ronald
McDonald House. Drop them off anytime at the
Foxhole.
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AUXILIARY FIRST VICE

Membership! 2026-2027
I's a new year! Our year begins
August 1, yes that means your dues
are due again. Your renewal is $40.00 for senior
member and $5.00 for a junior member. We did
have a lot of new members for the 2025-20206
year lets try and double it. | challenge everyone
to get a least one new member. Don’t forget
about those juniors! They count in our numbers
and they are our future. Please mail your renewal
along with your name and address to Judi
Sovanski, 2345 Federalist PI, O’Fallon, MO
63368. You may also drop off your dues at the
foxhole or you can renew online at
www.ALAforVeterans.org. Please feel free to
give me a call if you have any questions. Thank
you.

= il

You are eligible if you are a direct descendent of
the veteran, grandmother, mother, spouse
(female or male),

sister, daughter, granddaughter, self. You cannot
join if you are a niece, cousin, friend, sister-in-
law, daughter-in-law etc.

Judi Sovanski, Auxiliary 15t Vice President &
Membership Chair 314-413-8883 cell

AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN

Did you know that one of your greatest
strengths is simply being kind? If you
see someone falling behind, walk beside them. If
you see someone being ignored, find a way to
include them. And yes, you can change a life by
just being kind. So, please choose to always be
kind because kindness is free. SPRINKLE IT

Always end your day with a positive thought and
grateful heart.

We send our thoughts and prayers to the family
of our friend and Auxiliary sister, Shirley
Sanders. October 31, 1933 — July 08, 2026.

Bam Kelly Auxiliary Chaplain terikkelly@aol.com
314-795-0283

VETERANS HOME BINGO
The next Veterans Home Bingo will
be Thursday Sept 17th. We must

‘ leave the Post promptly at 6 PM.

Please call us ahead of time if you want a ride.
Join us for a fun time!

Mary Bandini, VA&R Chair 314-707-2680
mpbandini1@yahoo.com

FISHER HOUSE

Thank you to everyone who donated items to
Fisher House. Your

generosity is greatly appreciated. The items will
be delivered soon

and when we deliver them to Fisher House, we
will be preparing a

meal for the families who will be staying there at
that time.

Mary Bandini, VA&R Chair 314-707-2680
mpbandini1@yahoo.com

7-=NF SONS OF THE AMERICAN
»" LEGION

4 ' We are smoking pork butts again and
1 selling pulled pork. The flier is in this

addition of the Clarion and on the
board in the Foxhole. Please see your bartender
for the sign up sheet, all sales are prepay at the
time of sign up.

Since we have so much to do in September, we
WILL have a meeting on Labor Day, September
7th at 7:00. Please plan on attending, we'll have
a lot to cover. Thanks

Next meeting is September 7th at 7:00 pm

John Leonard Squadron Commander 314-303-
6665
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AMERICAN LEGION
RIDERS

A

Military Motorcycles: Two Wheels

\ 4 That Helped Win Wars Long before
Humvees and tactical vehicles became the
standard, military motorcycles were an essential
part of America's armed forces. Throughout the
early and mid-20th century, motorcycles provided
speed, mobility, and reliability when every
second counted.

During World War |, Harley-Davidson and Indian
Motorcycle supplied thousands of motorcycles to
the U.S. military. These machines carried
dispatch riders who delivered critical messages
across dangerous battlefields, often under
enemy fire. Before modern radios became
widespread, these riders were the
communication link that kept units coordinated.

By World War I, the legendary Harley-Davidson
WLA, affectionately known as the "Liberator,"
had become one of the most recognizable
military motorcycles in history. More than 90,000
WLAs were built for the Allied forces between
1940 and 1945. Equipped with blackout lights,
heavy-duty luggage racks, leather scabbards for
rifles, and rugged tires, these motorcycles served
on roads, trails, and battlefields around the world.

Military motorcycles were used for:

Carrying dispatches and intelligence
Escorting military convoys.

Military police patrols.
Reconnaissance missions.
Transporting small equipment and
supplies.

Although advances in communications and
vehicle technology gradually reduced their role
after World War I, motorcycles continue to serve
specialized military and ceremonial purposes
today.

For American Legion Riders, these historic
motorcycles represent more than mechanical
ingenuity. They symbolize courage, duty, and

sacrifice. Every veteran who rode one accepted
risks to ensure missions were completed and
fellow service members were protected.

As we ride this September, we honor those
military motorcyclists who came before us. Their
dedication paved the way for today's American
Legion Riders, whose mission continues to
embody service above self. Whether supporting
veterans in need, raising funds for the Veterans
& Children Foundation, or participating in
community events, we continue a proud tradition
of using two wheels in service to others.

"Freedom isn't just something we ride—it is
something generations of veterans fought to
preserve."

Ride safe, watch out for one another, and
continue to be ambassadors for The American
Legion and the Four Pillars that guide our
mission

Tony Rumbo, ALR Director
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683

AMERICANISM
p CHILDREN & YOUTH
A | COLOR GUARD

AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK
I'll be back in the elementary schools promoting
our Americanism Essay Contest with the fifth (5t")
graders in September, leading up to “American
Education Week” November 16 through
November 20. 2026. Our Americanism/Children
& Youth committee and myself will read each
(5™) graders teacher's top three choices from
each classroom and then select a final top three.

THE AMERICAN LEGION HIGH SCHOOL
ORATORICAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
‘A CONSTITUTIONAL SPEECH CONTEST”

In September I'll also be back in high school
promoting our American Legion High School
Scholarship Program, where high school
students receive scholarships by speaking on the
U. S. Constitution.
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COLOR/HONOR GUARD NEWS POST 312 LEGION
As of now August 3, 2026 there are no duty BASEBALL NEWS

assignments for your Post 312 Color/Honor
Guard team in September.

Respectfully submitted, Larry DuFour 636-441-
7102 Americanism/Children & Youth/ Law and
Order/Color Guard

SALISBURY STEAK
DINNER

~ Tuesday, Sept 29, 2026
4:30pm-6:00pm

8 Cost: $15.00

Dine In or Carry Out! Come join us for Salisbury
steak, Mashed Potatoes & gravy, Green beans,
Dinner roll and dessert!

Text or call Bam Kelly, 314-795-0283, to reserve
your dinner no later than September 24th. Invite
a friend along or order a carry out meal for a
neighbor!

NEW FAMILY DINNER CHAIRMAN
NEEDED

In April 2007, | and the late John Zike
resurrected the family dinner. When he passed
away, an amazing group of volunteers pitched in
and carried the ball. It has been a great 19 years
for me, and |, (and the Post), need to see it
carried on. After all this time, it is time for me to
step down as chairman, and | would like
someone, (Legion Member), to step up and take
the reins. It does not involve much in the way of
time, 1 day a month, some phone calls, and the
ability to count money. The AMAZING team of
volunteers make this more of a Sunday picnic,
than a job. | will even donate my Family Dinner
shirt to you. The dinner, in those 19 years, has
grossed over $250,000, and made a profit of
over $134,000 for the Legion. | will stick around
to help you, train you, and work with you to
insure a successful turnover. I'm sure someone
can find the willingness, and the time to head up
this most worthwhile endeavor.

Larry Reighard

Hello everybody,

The 2026 baseball season is in the
books and we are very proud of our
teams for what they were able to do this

year. While rainouts did cause an abundance of
scheduling challenges, we were still able to have
a great season on the field. All of Post 312's
teams qualified for the zone tournament, with the
17u squad falling just short of qualifying for the
state tournament. This year saw Post 312 get
some representation in the Missouri vs lllinois All-
Star game, with Max Kelch (OFHS) and Landon
Stirrett (FHNHS) representing the state at the
19U level, and Ryan Steimel (Veritas Christian)
representing the 17U team. Our tryouts for next
season are nearly complete and we've added
some talent at every level. We appreciate the
hard work from the players who have moved on,
and welcome in the new crop of baseball
players. We are hoping that our offseason is
productive and we get these young men
prepared for their high school seasons and
beyond.

BASEBALL

We would like to sincerely thank the post for the
financial support, and the post members who
came out to the games to support the

team. Thank you so much.

Brandon Baker, Post 312 Baseball Manager
Brandonbaker236@gmail.com 636-288-3533

é‘iﬁ%foxm,
Announcement- The Post Picnic will be
September 12th at 1 pm. Sliders and Hotdogs

are on the menu, please come out, open to all
Members of the Post 312 Family.

The Foxhole will be closed on Labor Day, the last
Holiday before school is back on.

Jukebox Nights are on Saturday’s and Boston
Dave, Karaoke on September 26th.
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Music Bingo is set for September 19th in The
Foxhole at 6:30 PM, a new Jackpot starts since
we had a winner in July.

Thursday nights are karaoke night in the Foxhole
and Boston Dave will be there every week.
Please stop by, lend your voice, enjoy the night
and support The Foxhole.

Join us for bowling, (on a gaming console) is on
the first and third Wednesday in The Foxhole. It
is low impact on the body while being competitive
as you face your opponents. We draw names

to pair up with a teammate or play head-to-head
if we have only 4 people participating.

Please, come in often, drink responsibly and
don’t drive while intoxicated. We want everyone
to be safe while still enjoying what we have to
offer in The Foxhole.

Captain Larry Carron Bar Chairman
LarryCarronRealtor@outlook.com 636-345-6106

SAVE YOUR TAB
TOPS

Don’t forget to save your tab
tops for the Auxiliary. The
Auxiliary uses them in support the Ronald
McDonald House. Drop them off anytime at the
Foxhole.

Bring your friends and join us for an evening of
Bingo!

Friday Night Bingo Kitchen Volunteers
Needed Hello, Post 312 members!

We need your help with the Friday Night
Bingo Kitchen! We all use the kitchen in one
way or another- for meetings, picnics, holiday
parties, ceremonies, and other events - so we
are asking members to help keep it running.

Brandon is no longer managing the kitchen on
Friday nights. | have offered Commander Tony
my assistance as the kitchen coordinator
specifically for Friday Night Bingo.

We plan to keep the menu simple, but volunteers
are essential. You do not have to work every
Friday or even once a month. We are looking for
members who are willing to help when called
upon. You may also sign up for a specific “Friday
night. Volunteer Opportunities”

Cake Makers- We need two people to make
cakes at the Post on either Wednesday or
Thursday evening. For food- safety reasons,
cakes must be prepared at the Post.

Friday Night Cook- We need one cook each
Friday night. Food may be prepared on Thursday
if it is safely stored and properly labeled. The
cook may use the kitchen grill, stove, or small
barbecue grill out back. The cook is welcome to
prepare a special, such as sloppy joes, soup, or
another simple dish. The cook must help clean
the kitchen afterward.

Food Servers- We need three servers each
Friday night. One person will take orders and
collect money at the kitchen window. Two people
will assemble orders and serve food at the
window. Duties may include heating soft pretzels,
preparing nachos, or cooking TJ’s 9-inch pizzas.

All servers must help clean up afterward. Cake
and Popcorn Table We need two people to
work at the cake and popcorn table. These
volunteers will pop popcorn and sell cake.

How to Sign Up- To add your name to the
volunteer list: Call or text Judi Sovanski 314-413-
8883 or sign up on the bulletin board in the Fox
Hole. Choose a particular Friday night, if
preferred. Please consider giving two to three
hours on a Friday evening. Your help will keep
our bingo players happy and encourage them to
continue supporting Post 312!
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SAL selling pulled pork

Let us do all the work for you!
But don't wait, we only have so much room on our
smoker and sales could be shut down early!

+ $50 - Full (Approx 6 — 8 pounds)
+ Feeds 12-16 people

+ $25 — Half (Approx 3 — 4 pounds)
+ Feeds 6-8 people

+ $10 - One pound
+ Feeds 34 people
+ Prepay in the Foxhole — Sign up by Sept 14" (Pay at sign-up)
+ Pick up (Behind the building) on Sunday Sept 20th from 1:00 - 3:00
+ Pork will be pulled and vacuum sealed (Not sauced but will be available for purchase)

Tuesday, September 29, 2026
4:30pm to 6:00pm
Cost: $15.00

Salisbury Steak, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
Green Beans, Dinner Roll and Dessert
coffee and 1ced tea included ~ cash bar available

RESERVE YOUR MEAL COME ONE-COME ALL!
by texting or calling Bam Kelly, Thank you for supporting
314-795-0283 by September 24th the American Legion!
Dine-in or Carry out Cash raffle drawing at 5:45pm

@ St. Charles American Legion Post 312
2500 Raymond Drive



