
The Clarion 
St. Charles American Legion Post 312 

October 2022 
 

 Post 636-947-7666                   Hall Rental 314-952-8833                   Foxhole 636-724-9712                 www.alpost312mo.org                                           

      
 
     COMMANDER DAN 

 

 
Welcome to the month of October. Hope that 
everyone is doing well and in good health. Fall is 
one of my favorite seasons of the year. Warm 
days and cool evenings. Hayrides, Halloween 
and pumpkin patches. 

On September 10 we held our Post Family 
Picnic. I hope that everyone who attended 
enjoyed themselves and had plenty to eat and 
drink.  

Thanks to the St Charles Fire Department for 
displaying their equipment for all the kids, young 
and old who even got to spray some water. 
Thanks to everyone that made the event a huge 
success. 

At the September meeting, a motion to increase 
Legion dues passed and will take effect January 
2023. The State and National Legion are 
increasing fees to cover costs which each Post 
pays. Post 312 dues will increase dues to $50 
per year. You can still pay your dues before 
January at $35. 

A special thank you to the Post Color Guard who 
took part in several events recently including a 
graveside service for Ben Nothstine, member of 
VFW Post 4219 and American Legion Post 312, 
the Watch Fire at Bishops Landing and the 
Amvets Post 106 Flag retirement service. Good 
job and thank you. 

I attended District 9 meeting at Saint Clair Post 
347 on Sep 11. The next District 9 meeting will 
be held on Dec 4 at 9 AM at Post 370, 420 Kelly 
Lane in Louisiana 9 AM. District 9 consists of 28 
Posts. 

The next Legion and Auxiliary meetings will be 
October 10. Executive Boards at 6 and 6:30 PM. 
Members meetings at 7:30 PM. Please attend 
and let your voice be heard. 

The next Family Dinner will be October 25. 
Please order a dinner or two and support the 
Post. The dinner is $10. Call or text 636-328-
6996 to order your dinners by October 20. 

On October 16 Military Moms of Missouri is 
holding a Halloween Trunk and Treat in the 
parking lot here at Post 312 to benefit Wreaths 
Across America for Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery. More info in the article at the end of 
this Clarion.  

October 21 - 23 is the American Legion 
Department of Missouri Fall Conference in 
Jefferson City. 

November 6 is our Buddy Supper 4 PM Social 
Hour, 5 PM Dinner, 6 PM program. Signup sheet 
will be available in the Foxhole or call the 
Post at 947-7666 to leave message if you will be 
attending. 

November 8 Election Day 

November 11 Veterans Day 

November 13 Post Everlasting 2 PM  

November 24 Thanksgiving Day 

NFL football is back on TV at the Foxhole. 
Sunday hours are now noon to 6 PM. Please 
stop by to catch a game and have a refreshment.  

Friday night Bingo is going well. Please think 
about volunteering. We can always use extra 
help. I am always looking for suggestions to 
improve your experience at the Post.  

Please remember to continue your Buddy 
Checks in person, by a visit or phone call or even 
a card in the mail to let someone know you care. 

Remember to keep all our Legion family in your 
thoughts and prayers daily including our active 
military and first responders and their families. 

Remember that we live in the greatest country in 
the world and as always GOD BLESS AMERICA 

Commander Dan 

Daniel Sauer, Post Commander 
dsauer@aol.com 314-808-8438 
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    POST CHAPLAIN 

 
Since my last report, Charles Schneider and 
Gary Lowery passed, but no Legion Services 
were requested. Please remember these Post 
members in your prayers. 

Five Post members and our Color Guard 
supported Orchard Farm VFW Post 4219 on Sep 
6 in a graveside ceremony for Ben Nothstine, 
who had passed in April 2022. 

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain 
middendorf802@gmail.com 636-328-6996 

 
POST FIRST VICE 

  PRESIDENT 

Hello fellow Vets.  BTW, congratulations for 

making it another month. This is your First Vice, 

Brian Bush, here with some new information.   As 

you all know or should know, District 9 is raising 

its dues.  We are raising our dues as well simply 

to encompass the current raise from district and 

a pending raise from National as well.   

We are moving from $35 to $50 annually so we 

will not be raising dues multiple times in near 

succession.  Once this goes into effect Jan 2023 

there is no turning back.  However, here is some 

good news.  We all can pay in advance to lighten 

the annual burden. PUFL (Paid Up for Life) 

information is available by calling 800-433-3318. 

A one-time payment to avoid the rate changes 

forever.  Darn taxes, I mean everything just 

keeps going up so why not invest now before the 

next rate change. We appreciate you always.  

Please find a way to make each day count. 

Together we can perform great things.” Blessed 

is he who plants trees under whose shade he will 

never sit.”  Which is to say, let us leave a legacy 

which others will strive to surpass.   

Brian Bush, 1st Vice President 
bbush2005@gmail.com 636-698-5495 
 

  

  

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 
Fall is always a busy time as we start our new 

year. We do have most of our Chairmanships 

filled, so we can make plans for the year. It would 

be wonderful if each Chairperson come up with at 

least one project to promote your purpose. It 

doesn’t have to be something huge, just 

something we can do for our Veterans and their 

community.  

Our mission is to honor the sacrifices of those who 

serve by enhancing the lives of our Veterans, 

Military, and their Families. We advocate for 

Veterans, educate our citizens and mentor youth. 

We promote Patriotism, good citizenship, peace, 

and security. Yes, these words are taken directly 

from the ALA mission statement, but every once 

in a while, we need to hear it again. We need to 

remember that it isn’t about Unit 312, but Unit 312 

is about something so much bigger and so 

honorable. In the spirit of Service, Not Self…. I 

can’t think of one member who doesn’t follow that 

mantra.  

Remember to keep thinking about fundraisers. If 

you have an idea, jot it down on paper, think of a 

good date to do it, who might help and how much 

it might cost to do it. Bring it to the next meeting. 

We’ve got some good ideas started, let’s keep the 

ball rolling. 

Can’t wait to see everyone on October 10 for 

Initiation. Come and say hello to our newest 

members! The Buddy Supper and Post 

Everlasting will be coming up in November, so 

mark your calendars! 

See you on October 10 at 7:30. 

Jan Irwin, Auxiliary President 636-699-9577 
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AUXILIARY FIRST VICE 

PRESIDENT 
 

Welcome to Fall!  

Our goal this year is 277. At this writing we have 

96 paid. 

We would like to welcome our new members, Kay 

Watts, Janice Mauricio, Diane Spencer-

Otersen, Connie Garner, Holly Effinger, 

Barbara Hutchison and Brigette Strange. 

Please keep sending in your renewals.  Also, sign 

up new members.  This will be the only way we 

can reach our goal. Remember this is our “Key to 

Success”. The renewal notices should have been 

sent from National by now. 

Our next meeting is October 10.   

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 1st Vice & 
Membership Chairman lucillera@charter.net 
8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304  
636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330  
 

 
VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHAB 

 
FOOD DRIVE We will be accepting 

food donations starting Sep 23 and ending on 
Oct 7 for the Jefferson Barracks Food Pantry.  

ALL donations go to military families. If you are 
unable to bring items to the Post or have 
questions, please call Mary Diel at 314-910-
2992. I will be happy to pick up from you.  

We need lap blankets, books, crossword puzzle 
books and puzzles (must be new). 

Thanks to all the ladies who made lap blankets 
and theme based pillowcases. 

Mary Diel, VA&R Chair 
314-910-2992 mary1943@charter.net 

 

 

 

  VETERANS HOME BINGO 

 

The next Veterans Home Bingo will be Thu Oct 
20. We will leave the Post at 6 PM. Please call 
ahead of time if you want a ride. Join us for a fun 
time! 

Mary Diel & Rich Middendorf Veterans Home 
Bingo Chairs 314-910-2992 or 636-329-6996 

 

AUXILIARY 

COMMUNITY 

SERVICE 

In the spirit of Service not Self, the mission of the 

ALA is to support the Community, our Veterans, 

Active Duty, Military, and their families. 

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 312 has over 

260 members and not everybody wants to sit in 

on the meetings, but that does not mean you are 

not active in your community. 

Community service is an outreach program 

through the ALA so anything you do to support it 

can be reported to me, Kris Marsden, as the new 

Community Service Chairperson for Unit 312. 

Community service is anything you do that you are 

not compensated for and benefits someone in 

need of service. A few examples are volunteering 

at a food pantry, USO, youth organizations, meals 

on wheels, taking food to first responders, or 

shopping for a neighbor who cannot do it 

anymore.  

Did I just hear you say you helped with Habitat for 

Humanity or that nice lady who needs a ride once 

a week? How about the little old lady that lived in 

a shoe, she had so many kids she didn’t know 

what to do. 

Please note your hours, miles driven and any 

money you may have spent for a project. If you are 

not sure where to report an activity, report it 

anyway and myself and the other chairpersons will 

sort it out and make sure it gets reported to the 
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right person aka the Veterans, community service, 

children and youth, Juniors, etc. 

Anything you have done or will do is reportable for 

this year from April 1, 2022, to March 31, 2023. 

Ideas and possibilities are endless. Contact me at 

ndtmann@yahoo.com or mail your hours etc. to 

ALA 2500 Raymond Dr, St Charles, MO 63301 

Attn KRIS or visit the Foxhole.  

Thanks in advance. 

Kris Marsden, Auxiliary Community Service 

Chairman ndtmann@yahoo.com  

      

 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 
 

 

Our next meeting is Mon Oct 3 at 6 PM. 

Tony Rumbo, ALR Director 
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683 

 

  
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

 

Our next meeting is Mon Oct.3 at 7 PM. 

John Leonard, Squadron Commander  
314-303-6665 

 

AMERICANISM 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

 
The American Legion High School Oratorical 

Scholarship Program is a constitutional Speech 

Contest. I’m in the high schools promoting this 

program in which high school students earn 

scholarships by speaking on the US Constitution.  

All high school students wishing to enter the St. 

Charles County Contest must be certified by their 

respective high schools and oratorical 

chairperson no later than Nov 30. 

The title of this year’s Americanism Essay 

Contest for Fifth Graders is Why I Should Be a 

Good Neighbor and a Good Citizen. The top three 

winners will be invited along with their parents and 

siblings to our Buddy Supper for awards and 

recognition on Sun Nov 6. 

All essays submitted will be on public display in 

the rotunda of St. Charles City Hall during 

American Education Week Nov 14 - 18. 

LAW & ORDER/PUBLIC SAFAETY 

American Legion Police and Firefighter/EMT 

recognition and awards will be presented at our 

Buddy Supper on Nov 6. The agencies 

represented will be St. Charles Police 

Department, St. Charles Fire Department, St. 

Charles County Sheriff’s Office and St. Charles 

County Police Department. 

COLOR GUARD 

Your Color Guard/Honor Guard Team will take 
part in our Post Everlasting ceremony at 2 PM on 
Sun Nov 13. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102 
Americanism/Children & Youth/Law and 
Order/Color Guard Captain 

 

POST SERVICE OFFICER 

 

The PACT Act includes 23 illnesses and as of 
now legislation has removed the need to prove a 
service connection. That means Veterans won’t 
be required to confirm their illness was due to 
military service.  

The VA has added more than 20 burn pit and 
toxic exposure conditions established by the 
PACT Act.  

If you or any Veterans you know have been 
diagnosed with any of these conditions, you’re 
encouraged to contact the VA at 800-698-2411 
or Tracy Vawter American Legion Service Officer 
at 314-253-4460 tracy.davis1@va.gov  

Don Newman Jr, Service Officer 636-949-0440 
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Have you heard the news? NFL is back in The 

Foxhole and our Sunday hours were adjusted to 

12 – 6 PM to accommodate the games.  

Our monthly 50/50 drawings are still in play with 

proceeds going to help fund a new Digital Sign for 

the Post to replace the aged and worn-out manual 

sign in the parking lot.  

The Foxhole will continue the Bartender 

Challenge promotion from 3 PM to 6 PM on the 

odd days of the month we are open. This has been 

quite a hit. The Bartender picks a game, if you win, 

you get a half-price drink.  

Remember to celebrate the month’s birthdays on 

the last Saturday of every month. Come in for 

cupcakes befitting an adult and Karaoke.  

Entertainment for October is Jackie D on the 15th 

and Boston Dave hosting Scaryoke at this year’s 

Halloween Party The Haunted Cafeteria on Oct 

29. Acclaimed Chef Pierre will prepare all your 

favorite snacks, but you are welcome to bring 

some too. 

Kris Marsden, Bar Manager 636-219-5282  

Larry Carron Bar Chairman 636-345-6106 

 

 50/50 RAFFLE 

 

Congratulations to Mary D, winner of the Aug. 
50/50 Raffle. Another 50/50 Raffle is on sale 
now, drawing the last day of every month.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Spaghetti Dinner is Tue Oct 25, serving 
from 4:30 to 6 PM, Dine-In or Curbside. 

Text or Call 636-328-6996 by Thu Oct 20 to 
order your dinners. 

$10 for spaghetti & meatballs, salad, dinner roll 
and your choice of homemade desserts including 
caramel apple cake, pumpkin cake and wacky 
chocolate cake. 

The Foxhole will be open 3-8 PM. 

 

 

    TRUNK OR TREAT 

 

Military Moms of Missouri is sponsoring a Trunk 
or Treat on Oct 16 from 2 - 5 PM. It will be held 
in the Post parking lot.  

There is a costume contest and a car decorating 
contest. The cost to take part is $20 per 
vehicle.  There is no cost to trick or treat.  

For payment options and ticket email MMOMS@ 
MILITARYMOMSOFMISSOURI.ORG.   

Funds raised will benefit Wreaths Across 
America at Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery, placing a veteran wreath on Dec 17. 
Do not forget the treats to pass out. 

Mary Bandini 314-707-2680 

 

HALF-PRICE CAR WASHES 

Country Club Car Wash at Zumbehl & 94 is 
under new management. Now Royal Ozarks, 
they are offering half price car washes to 
veterans and first responders.  

 


