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COMMANDER DAN 

Welcome to the month of December. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
too. I hope that everyone is doing well 
and good health. The weather has turned 
cooler, and we got a dusting of snow. 
The furnace is running again. I hope all 

had furnace checked, filters changed and all 
important to do.  I hope all had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving with family and friends.  
I hope everyone has seen improvements made to 
our parking lot. The sealing, crack repairs and new 
striping has been completed.  
December 10th is the Army and Navy game in 
Foxhole. 
December 11th Kids Christmas party at Post. The 
time 11:00 AM till 1:00 PM. The contact person for 
the event is Jennifer Slater 636-734-5503. A signup 
sheet will also be posted in the Foxhole. 
December 11th High School Oratorical will be 
held at the post 1:30 PM till 3:00 PM 
December 12th Auxiliary meeting and Christmas 
party no Legion meeting. 
December 13th Legion meeting with Executive 
board at 6:00 PM and members meeting at 7:30 PM 
December 31st New Year’s Eve. 
A reminder there are no family dinners planned for 
the months of November or December. the weather 
might determine when dinner will restart. I will try to 
keep everyone informed on the post phone message 
number 636-947-7666. 
Friday Bingo is doing well. Please 
consider volunteering. We can always use the extra 
help. No bingo on December 23 or December 30. 
NFL football games are on at the Foxhole Sundays. 
The Foxhole hours for Sunday are 12:00 PM till 6:00 
PM  
I am always looking for ideas to improve your 
experience at the post. 
 
If you wish to continue receiving the Clarion 
newsletter via mail, contact Rich Middendorf at 636-
328-6996. 
 

A final reminder Legion dues will increase January 
1st from $35.00 to $50.00 so please get your 
renewals in. 
 
Remember to keep our legion family, active military, 
first responders and families in your daily thoughts 
and prayers. 
 
Remember your buddy checks and be the one to 
visit, a phone call or a card in the mail. Let someone 
know you care. 
 
Remember until next month say an extra prayer for 
our country and the world. We still live in the 
greatest country in the world. 
 
God Bless America. 

Commander Dan Daniel Sauer, Post Commander 

314-808-8438 dsauer@aol.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

POST CHAPLAIN 

Since the last report, three Legionnaires have 
passed: Glen Floden, Chet Mika, and Gerald 
Varker passed, but no Legion services were 
requested.  Keep these deceased members in your 
prayers. 
Attendance at the Post Everlasting on November 13 
was a mere 32 persons. This was very 
disappointing. 
 
Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain  
middendorf802@gmail.com 636-328-6996 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY  
A WINTER WONDERLAND 

When: Sunday, December 11 
Time:  11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Ages: Children 11 or under (must be a child or 
grandchild of a Legion member). Please sign up in 
the Foxhole or call Brenda Richarz at 636-288-1250 
or Jennifer Slater at 636-734-5503 

DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 7 
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

 

Merry Christmas everyone!. December is such a busy 

month for everyone, and the Auxiliary is no exception, 

starting with the District Meeting on December 4. 

Registration starts at 9:00, meeting starts at 9:30. It 

will be held at the Haney-Pennock Post, Unit 370 in 

Louisiana.  

December 11 will be the Children’s Christmas Party. 

There are lots of fun activities planned for our children 

and grandchildren. 

December 12 at 5 pm is our Annual Auxiliary 

Christmas Party. Dinner will be served, games will be 

played, you get to see all your friends… it will be a 

fun-filled, wonderful evening! This year, instead of 

bringing socks, we have a “Giving Tree” in support of 

two struggling active Military families. Please stop by 

the Foxhole and grab an ornament showing an item 

from their wish list and bring the item to the party 

(along with the ornament). We will be making 

Christmas happier for these children and showing 

these parents how much we appreciate their sacrifice 

while serving this great Country of ours.   

Fundraisers – no one wants to do them, but that is 

how we are able to do the things we do to support our 

Veterans and active Military and their families. We 

were fortunate to have had an ongoing income 

through these past years, but now we are looking for 

other ways. They can be big or small, from raffles to 

events, just let us know what your idea is. All I ask is 

that you be involved with it, be willing to help work it if 

you are able. Bring your idea to a meeting or tell 

someone who is coming to a meeting. YOU do not 

have to run it or be the point person. For those who 

would like to give chairing an event a try, Sherry 

Opich and Glenda Reed have volunteered to 

become our Fundraiser Advisors. They will help you 

plan, get donations, calendar, and follow all the rules 

for fundraising. Now let’s hear those ideas! 

See you at the Christmas Party!! 

Jan Irwin, Auxiliary President 636-699-9577 
 

 

   POST FIRST VICE 

 

Hello fellow Vets. We just elected another group of 
representatives. I guess by now you realize that they 
will be no better than the last group. If we want 
things to change for the better, it is up to us. So, let’s 
get busy.  

We are making changes to the post. If you want to 
help, great, if you want them to stay the same, great, 
either way, you must include yourself in the process. 
This post is for us Vets and no one else. Similar to a 
lack of voting, if you do not vote, you do not get a 
say in the way we progress. So, come out and let us 
know. We can always use your support pro or con. 
We are making changes to The Clarion and the web 
site. If you have an opinion, please feel free to let us 
know. 

 We have already made some changes to the post, 
like the parking lot. Looks great, by the way. We 
have more changes in store, so stay tuned. We now 
have a cook for BINGO, our bingo family is enjoying 
fresh, hot food. We appreciate and miss our auxiliary 
folks, but as you know the show must go on. Our 
customers demanded fresh reasonable food and 
after several tries, I think we have reached a 
successful reliable group.  

Part of my responsibility, as 1st Vice is recruiting, so 
here’s my pitch. Lots of hands make light work. 
Anyone who has worked with me at BINGO knows 
we work but we have lots of fun. The Adjutant and I 
have been working to recruit those folks out of Post 
1000. Basically, members without a home. We want 
to provide them with a home. Let’s make our home, 
theirs too. As we all know, we have Legion Riders, 
Sons of the Legion, Auxiliary, and Legion Baseball 
which are some groups for them to get involved with. 

Brian Bush,  
1st Vice President  
bbush2005@gmail.com 636-698-5495 
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AUXILIARY CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone who 

signed up to attend our annual Christmas party. For 

those who took an ornament off our Giving Tree, 

please return the unwrapped items by Friday, 

December 16th. If you are unable to purchase a gift, 

we will be happy to apply any donation you may wish 

to give to fulfill the needs of the families. 

Mary Bandini Auxiliary 2nd Vice 314-717-2680 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE 

We now have 207 paid members; we need 70 more 
to reach our goal. If you have not paid, please think 
about paying before the end of the year. We would 
like to welcome our new members, Glenda Reed, 
Sherry Pouch, and a new Junior member Riley 
Kelly. Also, welcome to our transfer member Sandy 
Grainier. Remember to keep signing up new 
members. 

I wish all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 1st Vice & Membership 
Chairman 636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell 
8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304 
lucillera@charter.net     

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN 

May you be blessed with the spirit of the season, 

which is peace, the gladness of the season, which is 

hope, and the heart of the season which is love. 

Merry Christmas and blessings to all. Be kind. Pay it 

forward, and don’t forget to contribute to the “giving 

tree in the Foxhole. 

Bam Kelly Auxiliary Chaplain 314-795-0283 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

CAKE WALK FOR A CAUSE 

January 9, immediately following the Auxiliary and 
Legion Meetings. 

Join us for some fun & a chance to take home a cake. 
$1 a ticket per Cake Walk round. 

Members helping members – that’s the American 
Legion Auxiliary’s mission of Service Not Self in 
action. Hard times can fall upon us at any moment. 
The Auxiliary Emergency Fund is a national grant 
assistance program that provides temporary 
emergency assistance to eligible members of the 
American Legion Auxiliary who endured a significant 
financial setback as the result of an act of nature or 
other personal crisis.  

*If you want to donate a cake, please contact Tricia 
Casper 801-258-1744*  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 

 

Next meeting on Mon Dec 5 at 6 PM. 

Tony Rumbo, ALR Director 
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION 

 

Next meeting on Thur. Jan. 5 at 7 PM. 

John Leonard, Squadron Commander 

314-303-6665 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

VETERANS HOME BINGO 
The next Veterans Home Bingo will be Thursday, 
January 19, 2023 (weather permitting). We leave 
the Post at 6 PM. Please call ahead of time if you 
want a ride. IF YOU HAVE LAP ROBES OR 
WHEELCHAIR BAGS to donate, please let us 
know. 

JOIN US FOR A FUN TIME! 

Veterans Home Bingo Chairs, Mary Diel & Rich 
Middendorf 314-910-2992 or 636-328-6996 
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VA&R REPORT 

On Thursday, October 20, six volunteers traveled to 
the Missouri Veterans Home in St. Louis. We 

 constructed 10 bingo games (using the machine we 
had donated), fed 22 residents’ snacks, and raffled 
off 6 lap robes, 2 large mugs, 4 camo bags, books, 
puzzles, and posters. The residents enjoyed 
themselves. Thanks to the volunteers: Mary Diel, 
Joe Diel, Mary Bandini, Don Newman, Herb Echele, 
and Rich Middendorf.  
 
Mary Diel   314-910-2992 
Rich Middendorf 636-328-6996 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 

The day for laying wreaths is December 17. There will 

be a ceremony at 11am and wreath laying will begin 

at Noon. The week prior there will be trucks delivering 

wreaths and help will be needed unloading trucks. If 

anyone is interested in helping unload trucks or laying 

wreaths, please contact Mary Bandini at 314-717-

2680 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

AMERICANISM/ CHILDREN & YOUTH 

 
AMERICAN LEGION HIGH SCHOOL ORATORICAL 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM ‘’ A CONSTITUTIONAL 
SPEECH CONTEST’’  

The St. Charles County High School Oratorical 
Speech Contest will be held at 1:30 P.M. on 
December 11, on a Sunday here at our Post 312 
home.  The winner of the county contest will move 
on up to the Ninth District contest to be held on 
Sunday January 8, 2023, at the Wentzville American 
Legion Post 323. 

High School students receive scholarships by 
speaking on the U.S. Constitution live before an 
audience without notes 

Stay tuned for updates as these young leaders of 
today move onward and upward to become our 
leaders of tomorrow. 

Respectfully submitted, Larry DuFour 
636-441-7102 Americanism/Children & Youth/ 
Public Relations/Law & Order/Honor Guard Captain 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

We have much to be thankful for as we will just be 
finishing up Thanksgiving when you receive this in 
November. We will be closed on Thanksgiving, and 
we will have our monthly Birthday party on the 26th. 
The annual Army/Navy Game is on 12/10/22. Be 
there, doors open at 1 PM. See the flyers for details. 
Other dates to remember, we are closed Dec 12th 
and open on Dec 13th, for the Post’s rescheduled 
meeting. For December’s entertainment, we have 
Michael Feldman playing 12/03, Jackie D will 
perform on 12/10. Music goes from 7-10 PM and 
Boston Dave is back with Karaoke on New Year’s 
Eve this year, details to follow.  

We have a Cookie Bake-off on Sunday Dec 4. 
Have 2 dozen of your favorite cookies here by 1 PM 
to share, judges will be happy to taste, and we will 
give awards.  

Winter is a good time to bowl, come on out, on 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday’s. We draw teams and bowl in 
the Foxhole. 

Don’’t forget our monthly 50/50 drawings, proceeds 
will be earmarked to help fund a new digital sign for 
the post. The Foxhole Committee invites you to 
come often, drink responsibly and tip well.  

Kris Marsden, Bar Manager 636-219-5282 

Larry Carron Bar Chairman 636-345-6106 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

No Bingo Dec 23 or Dec 30  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  

Ben Stockamp, Bingo Chairman 
636-219-5438 
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POST 312 BASEBALL NEWS 

Trivia Night will be Sunday Feb 5. Please contact us 
to register a table (8 people). Kevin Jett announced 
his retirement so this will be his last year as MC. 
Help us make this year’s Trivia Night a success as 
we honor Kevin for his years of service with 
baseball. 
Donations to Legion baseball is easier now. We 
have launched a ‘Donations’ button on our 312 
website. Your donations keep us going and allow us 
to provide our program at the lowest possible cost. 
 

St Charles Post 312 Baseball Website 
www.americanlegionbaseballstcharlesmo.com 

 
Results of fall-ball:  Coach William Shanks, our new 
Jr coach who played pro ball in the Toronto Blue 
Jays organization and is an UMSL Hall of Famer, got 
us off to a great start for next season. We played 3 
tournaments at the Woodlands. We played against 
club teams and Legion teams. Our Post 312 team 
was mostly 17u Jr players with a few Sr, so we had 
to play up to the 18U level. We played well enough 
to be the top seed in one tournament, taking 2nd 
place to a Elsberry/Washington team and 3rd seed 
in another tournament, taking 3rd place. 
Indoor off-season training at DTJ starts the first 
week of Jan and runs thru the end of Feb. 

Our State Baseball Chairman Tom Rhoads 
continues to make progress overseeing the creation 
of a D-2 league. Several rural posts asked for this 
new league with a smaller enrollment cap. 
Posts across the state are struggling to meet the 
challenges of club teams and what they are 
providing for players.  

But… we have evaluated this challenge and are 
about to exercise the unified power of our Legion 
posts across MO. With 75 HS teams and over 1K 
ballplayers across the state we can put real talent on 
the field and that is powerful! For starters, we will do 
more to recognize our best players and to promote 
them. Then we are going to leverage this talent like 

never before. Doing more to help our players move 
on to college and pro ball creates pride in Legion 
baseball and that pride extends across every Legion 
team in MO. 
 
Tom Rhoads and Russ Klicker met with the STL 
Cardinals front office to discuss promotions. 
American Legion Baseball has 100 years of 
partnership with MLB. The initiatives below outline 
what we are doing and include a few of the things 
that came out of this very good meeting: 
 
1. We are placing a legion team for our players aged 
18-22 into the highly scouted STL Metro Collegiate 
League a.k.a. ‘Gateway to the Bigs’. This gives 
Legion ballplayers graduating from HS a path to 
continue on to college and pro ball. This team is a 
joint effort between MO and IL Legion. 
 
2. In 2023 we will be doing more to honor our best 
players at the District and State levels with awards 
for best hitters, pitchers, and position players 
including all-district and all-state teams. These 
recognitions will help us identify our best players. IL 
is doing the same thing.  The STL Cardinals front 
office promotions are helping us put this top-level 
talent from MO and IL on the field at Busch Stadium 
in the fall of 2023 for a MO vs. IL bragging rights 
game. This will get a lot of publicity including the 
attention of TV news, college coaches, recruiters, 
pro scouts, etc. It will also create more pride in 
Legion baseball that will extend across every Legion 
team in MO and IL. 
 
We will be playing some games at Carshield and 
Lindenwood and we will be sponsoring elementary 
school age teams. These actions are aimed at 
increasing awareness of our program within our 
local community and getting our youth to start talking 
more about Legion baseball. 
 
Please help us get the word out, these are some 
very exciting things. 
We still have room on our teams for a couple 
players. 
 
Contacts for Trivia Night or any of the above: 
Russ Klicker at (314) 705-9147 
Kevin Jett (314) 393-8225 
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