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COMMANDER’S CORNER

Mike Mudd, Commander
(636) 293-4750

Topic Title

Ouwr first Executive and General
Meetings with the newly elected and
appointed officers on August 14,
2017 went well, ran a little long but
there was a lot of business to take
care of. We thank all the members
that came and invite you to continue
to support your Legion.

The Executive Board voted ai the
last meeting to change the Executive
Board Meeting to the last Monday of
the month, staring at 6:00 pm. The
General Meeting will stili be on the
second Monday of the month,
starting at 7:30 pm.

—  We have a new Hall Chairperson,

Aaria Harvey, anyone needing to
rent the hall can contact her at (636)
634-0402,

We will be working on putting
together the bingo teams again. A
meeting will be set up in October for
all present and past workers, your
input and or help will make our
Friday bingo continually successful.

15T VICE COMMANDER

Larry Carron, 1% Vice Commander
(636) 345-6106

I want to thank the membership for
your support last year in my term as
2" Vice Commander and your vote
of confidence for me as your 1* Vice
Commander this year. I pledge to
represent this Post and you, its
members, in the best light every
chance { get.

“Thank You” Neal Lang for your
past support and guidance in my first
year in the chairs and for providing a
snapshot of our membership numbers
and breakdown of the age groups.
That was a real wakeup call for me.

The focus of the 1% Vice is
membership and the Commander has
made this our #1 priority this year,
Without membership, The American
Legion will continue its’ decline into
extinction and on the eve of our
100th year Anniversary and during a
time when there has been no longer
period of eligibility, this is simply
unacceptable.

My vision for this year involves a
focus to step up our visibility and
involvement in the community. We
need to go to the community instead
of attempting to stay at the Post and
trying to atiract attention.

1 also believe we should invest
time in our current membership with
training classes for the various duties
we are asking people to take on.

To that end, we have a new website
that is sanctioned by The American
Legion with some great prefoaded
content and that can be fairly easily
updated with plenty of support for
those that take up that endeavor in
the future. It is up now with a
calendar of events but stilt under
construction as we update the pages.
You can see it at
www.alpost312mo.org, please visit it
and save to your favorites.

With a vote from the membership,
I have also ordered two retractable
banners and a branded table cover to
use at events outside of the post and a
projector and screen to use at
meetings, upcoming training classes
and events at the hall.

Finally, I have joined the National
American Legion Press Association
(NALPA), an association of 140
Legions members across the nation
with the common interest in
improving communications with the
public and The American Legion.

We are looking for a very
successful year as we move to

revitalize the post and get ready for
the 100th year Anniversary
Celebration to be held right here in
St. Louis. I am looking forward to
working with all of you this year,
now please renew your membership
if you have not done so.

2'0 VICE COMMANDER

Dan Sauer, 2™ Vice Commander
(314) 80B-8438

Family Picnic
The post Family Picnic is
approaching. The picnic will be held
on September 9, 2017 at the post.

The fun will start at 1:00 PM and
dinner at 4:00 PM.

A sign-up sheet is located in the
Fox Hole. Your name and number of
persoens in your party is needed for
planning of meals. You may also
email me with the information at
DSauer(@aol.com, whichever is more
convenient.
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Don Lauer, Service Officer
(636) 896-6013

We at this post are currently
working on financial assist for a
Veteran who has beenina VA
Hospital for a lengthy stay, and then
in Rehab. During this time, bills have
accumulated and it is unclear what
areas we can help by payment
directly to the company (i.e., utilities,
rent, etc.). We can and will help as
these areas are identified within our
funds available.

AMERICANISM/
CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Larry Dufour, Chairman
Americanism/Children & Youth,
Public Relations,

Law & Order and Public Safety
(636) 441-7102

High School Oratorical Program

P'm back in the high schools
promoting our High School
Oratorical Program in which high
school students can win scholarships
by speaking on the U.S. Constitution
live before and audience without
notes.

All high school students, at any
grade level, wishing to enter the St.
Charles County contest must be
certified to enter by their respective
high school and county chairman on
or before November 30, 2017,

These outstanding high school
oratorical students are some of the
best and brightest we have in
America.

Stay tuned for more exciting news
on this outstanding Americanism
program,

5% Grade
Americanism Essay Contest

I’m back in the elementary school
Jromoting the Americanism Essay
Contest with the 5® Graders in the

city of St. Charles. This is leading up
to the “American Education” week,

November 14® - 17%, The American
Legion and American Legion
Auxiliary are National Co-Sponsors
of “American Education™ week.

Magazines, Books, and Puzzles
Magazines, books, and puzzles
continue to be distributed to the area
nursing homes. All the residents look
forward to your generosity.

“Thank You™

Material donations can be left in
the Fox Hole or by contacting
Larry Dufour at (636) 441-7102.

g1 l oy,

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

Jan Irwin, President
(636) 699-9577
As we go about the business of
running the Auxiliary for another
year, I would like to pause fora
moment and say “Thank you™!

Thank you to the members who
come to meeting each month and
help shape the things we do!

Thank you to the members who
volunteer to help at our various
events around the Post!

Thank you to the members who
spend the time out volunteering to
help our Veterans and the community
that supports them!

Thank you to the members who did
all of these things 20 or 30 years ago,
but still pay their dues faithfuily
every year, even though they can’t
help anymore!

Thank you to every single member
of this Auxiliary. Without YOU, we
can’t do what we do!

It just seems like sometimes we so
caught up in “getting it done™ that we
forget to show our appreciation.
Every member contributes. Every
member counts. Thank you for being
a member of Unit 312!

Reminder — come to the Family
Post Picnic! Its September 9 at 1:00.
Lots of fun, food and friends!

See you at our next meeting
September 11 at 7:30.

AUXILIARY 157 VICE

Lucille Armbruster, 1% Vice President
Membership Chairman
(636) 441-6419
As another American Legion

Auxiliary year begins, it’s nice to
reflect on some of our unit’s
accomplishments this past year. We
worked hard and had fun on great
projects such as; assisting with the V
Homeless Veterans, bingo with
veterans at the VA, collecting box
tops and tab tops for education,
distributing poppies, sending gitls to
Girls State and presenting
scholarships to local schools and
holding our annual Spring Luncheon,
and the list goes on and on. This is
why renewing your membership is so
important. Even if you aren’t able to
always attend meetings or events,
YOU play an important and valuable
roll, and we thank vou for that.

Please renew your 2017-2018 dues.
$25.00 for Senior members and $3.50
for Juniors. You can send this to
Lucille Armbruster, membership
chairman at 8 Alma Dr., St. Charles,
MO 63304-5512. If you have any
questions you may reach me at 636-
441-6419. Please make your checks
payable to AL A Unit 312,

We hope to see you at an
upcoming function and our
September 11th meeting to hear more
about our plans for the year.
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A.L.R.

Jose M. Sodari, Director
{636) 244-1280
The Legion Riders are proud to
welcome three new members: Paul
Rodgers, Tim Marr, and Ken Lisk.
We were also joined by Associate
member Gennie English.

We now have available raffle
tickets for his and her pistols, 24
Liberty gun safe, and a $300 gift
certificate to Cabela’s. All Riders
will have tickets for $5.00 each.

There will be three winners drawn,
and the drawing will be at the Fox
Hole on December 19%. You do not
need to be present to win, however
the prize must be picked up within
two weeks or a new winner wilt be

“rawn.

We are also planning a car show
this fall and more information will be
given as it becomes available. There
will be food trucks and booths.

Things are picking up this year and
membership is starting to grow. With
everyone working toward the same
goal, we are moving forward.

As always be safe and

“Never ride faster than your
Angel can fly!”

RETIREE’S CLUB

Bill Reilly, President
(636) 328-2340
When: 15t & 3" Wednesday
Where: Legion Hall
Starting @: 10:00 am
Lunch Served: 12:00 Noon
Fare: $5.00

K.P.

Sept 6™ - Gene Rothermich
Don Schneider
Tom Smalley
Sept 20 - Nelson Smith
Mike Sodona
Larry Spencer

FOX HOLE NEWS

Dean Irwin, Chairman
(636) 288-1888

Greetings from your Fox Hole!

I wish I had some great news
regarding the Cardinals but you read
the same paper 1 read plus try to
watch the “Whole” game. Very
difficult on many days! Seems like
MM’s days should be numbered in
my book!

Our musicians continue to play for
good crowds for most Saturday
nights. However, occasionally, we
have some small audiences and that,
of course, hurts the bottom line!
Please come out and support your
Fox Hole! Thank you in advance!

On August 21*, the Fox Hole
opened at 11:30am to serve members
that had come out for the “Solar
Eclipse™. Yours’ truly was the
opening bartender. I haven’t done
that since before we renovated the
Fox Hole. The Fox Hole had ordered
a limited number of “safety” glasses
for members to safely observe the
eclipse plus drink specials and food, 1
don’t think I’Il be around for the next
eclipse. LOL

Coming in September, on the 9",
for the Post Family Picnic, the Fox
Hole will have the normal outside
Beer Garden to serve up your
favorite libations. In addition, Larry
Carron will be providing music for
your listening pleasure. Please sign
up in the Fox Hole so we can have an
approximate head count. “Thanks”

In September, we will have
09/02 - Erv & Harry
09/09 - Frank Phillips & the Allen’s
09/16 - Jack DeWeese

09/23 — Juke box
09/30 - Boston Dave’s karaoke

Bring your friends and enjoy the
music!

On to our sport tournaments, 1 only
have one bowling result to report. On
08/15, the bowling winners were:

1* Place — Jay & Sean
2™ Place — Stan & Dean
3" Place — Rich & Jeanne

I thought the night would never be
over as [ bowled so poorly! Ugh!

In the shuffleboard competitions,
on 08/13, the winners were;

1* Place — Royce & Betty

2™ Place — Mary & Rich

3" Place — Roseanne & Diane
On 08/27, the winners were:

1* Place - Royce & Betty

2% Place — Rich & Mary

3" Place Roseanne & Diane

Congratulations to all of the
winners and a big “Thank You!” to
all of the players that came out for
some great times with your fellow
members.

As I have mentioned many times,
we can always use more players in
bowling or shuffleboard. Drink and
pizza specials available for the
players! See you there!

Once again, we hope to see you at
the Post Picnic on September 9. I
want to “Thank” all of the
membership for their support in the
past 9 years I have been doing this
job of managing your Fox Hole. The
time has really flown by but I
continue to enjoy your friendship.
That alone makes the job so much
easier. See you soon. Cheers!

EDITOR’S NOTE

Mike Ramirez, Clarion Editor
{636) 294-9459

Email Clarton articles to:

mikeramirez91 @gmail.com

Please include a phone number.
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