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POST 312 COMMANDER  
 
The June elections of your new officers is the hot 

topic again for this article. We will have a need to 

fill the elected positions of Commander, 2nd Vice 

and Chaplain. The Nominating Committee 

consists of Dan Sauer, Brian Bush and Joe Diel.  

The Nominating Committee does not decide who 

is going hold the positions, they seek out 

candidates from our membership. The 

membership votes on who will hold the office. 

The nominating committee reported that Joe Diel 

will be on the ticket for Commander, he accepted 

that nomination for the good of the Post but 

suggests that others should consider running 

instead.  

Your candidates identified and registered by the 

nominating committee for election are 

Commander- Joe Diel 

1st Vice- Brian Bush will run again to keep his 

position as 1st Vice. 

2nd Vice - We will have an opening for 2nd Vice 

Commander should Joe Diel be elected as 

Commander.  

Finance Officer- Jim Rau has agreed to run 

again as Finance Officer 

Chaplain- is currently a vacant position.  

2-Sergeants at Arms- Larry Barngrover and 

Herb Echele will seek re-election. 

During elections in June, we will ask if there are 

any other nominations for each position. 

Nominations can be made from the floor during 

this meeting.  

No one person can hold two elected positions at 

any one time. No compensation of any officer is 

permitted for fulfilling their duties. The newly 

elected Commander shall appoint individuals to 

the following positions. The Adjutant, Judge 

Advocate, Service Officer, Historian, Americanism 

Chairperson, Club Room Chairperson, Baseball 

Chairperson, Bingo Chairperson, Business 

Manager, Facilities Manager, Color Guard 

Captain, Newsletter Editor and Newsletter 

Assistant Editor. 

Of those positions, after hearing from members 

that would accept an appointment, the following 

are vacant.  Facilities Manager. I will have a few 

copies of our by-laws in The Foxhole if you want 

to review them for a list of duties in each position.  

Moving to other items of interest, our new sign 

should be assembled and ready to schedule 

installation on May 28th. That has been a long time 

coming.  

Think about attending the Department Convention 

held at the Hilton St. Louis Airport from July 7th- 

July 11th. It is close enough to select the meetings 

you want to go to and return home. We look to 

plan an event to attract Convention attendees to 

our post.  We have delegates registered who will 

vote at meetings on the Posts’ behalf, but all 

members can attend. On Saturday during the 

event, Mary Middendorf will receive the 

recognition for Rich Middendorf as the Missouri 

Legionnaire of the Year Award. I would like to 

have a big turn-out for that. Go to 

missourilegion.org for details. 

See our 2023-2024 planning calendar on the 

Events Calendar on our webpage. Stay updated 

on the website, www.alpost312mo.org, at our 

meetings and through flyers at the post. We have 

also published a new Facebook page, see the 

foxhole article for details. Visit missourilegion.org 

and legion.org websites for the Department and 

National site respectively to obtain expanded 

information of the American Legion outside of 

Post 312. 

 

God Bless America.  
Larry Carron Commander Post 312          636-
345-6106    ljcarron1@charter.net 
 
    
 
 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
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 POST CHAPLAIN 
 
 
We recently learned of the passing of 

Gerald “Butch“ Brinley. Please keep him and the 
other departed comrades in your hearts and 
prayers. 
 

 

 

POST FIRST VICE 
 
 

Amazing, have you looked outside today.  It looks 

like another Biblical event. Locust everywhere. 

What a way to start.  Lots of things happen as 

summer grows near. Baseball, parades, Memorial 

Day, BBQ’s, Conventions, Golf, Bingo and 

Spaghetti Dinners to name a few.  If you are 

bored, it’s not my fault.  The American Legion has 

lots to do for the upcoming summer.  So, let’s get 

involved.  No time like the present.   

We just received our T-shirts available for sale.  

They are beautiful.  I was hoping to have them 

available last eve but due to a sudden illness I was 

not able to do so.  We are still looking for the best 

place to put them for sale, and we will let you 

know. As for now if you see Julie Bauer or myself 

just ask. We have coins, tokens, money 

clips/bottle openers, and Legion Bumper stickers. 

We are always looking for more ways to promote 

our Legion if you have any ideas or actions, we 

could take please let us know.  . 

We are always looking for any idea or person to 

pick up the banner and go.  We rarely, decline 

anyone wishing to help with an idea or personally.  

Please, it is an opportunity to share your stories.  I 

want to hear them. Please take the time to read 

the clarion either online or in paper form.  The 

biggest problem with paper is simply timeliness.  

Trying to get all this information out quickly is all 

we are trying, and the world moves very quickly.  

Please make time for our nation our fellow vets 

and our families at the American legion. 

May God Bless this Post and may God Bless the 

Veterans that support it. 

 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/ our Post 312 web 

site now includes the Clarion and our current 

calendar. 

mylegion.org place to pay your dues (reminder as 

of January 2023 are $50) 

 

“Be the change that you wish to see in the world.” 
― Mahatma Gandhi 
 
Brian Bush, 1st Vice President 
bbush2005@gmail.com 636-698-5495 
 

 

 AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

     Happy June! As I write this article, 

it is a dreary day, rainy and cloudy. 

Hopefully by the time this reaches your hands, it 

is sunny and warm out! I want to thank the 

Luncheon Committee for all their hard work in 

putting together another successful Luncheon! 

Awesome job Ladies! Fun was had by all! 

I also want to thank those Committee Chairs who 

included me in their reporting. It makes it 

possible to include information about all the hard 

work we do in our Unit Impact Report. Each 

month when I start to write my article, I go back 

through some of the past years’ articles to get 

ideas or to make sure that I don’t forget 

something important.                                                                                       

This month I ran across an article that, to me, is 

timeless.  I would like to share this with you from 

June of 2018.  Who we are…What we do…Why 

we matter. This statement defines the American 

Legion Auxiliary.  Who we are seems easy to 

answer…we are the members of the Auxiliary! 

But there is also so much that differentiates 

individual members. Are you a wife or a daughter 

or a mother of the veteran? Did your Veteran 

serve during Vietnam era? World War II? Korea? 

Now??  The answers to these questions 

exemplify our differences that give each of us a 

unique perspective and allows you to bring your 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
https://d.docs.live.net/808e675a938a1e2a/Documents/Post312/POST312/Sept20221stvice.docx


Post 312                                              The Clarion                                         APRIL 2024 

3 

own individual set of gifts and skills to the 

Auxiliary. What we do…that’s probably the 

easiest to answer. We support The American 

Legion in their endeavors. We serve our active 

military and veterans and their families by trying 

to make their lives easier. We honor the service 

and sacrifice that they have made to protect and 

defend this wonderful nation we live in. We 

advocate to protect those who protect us.     Why 

we matter. We matter because of all the above. 

But what is YOUR why? Why did you join the 

Auxiliary? I joined because of my husband, Dean 

Irwin. Dean served in the Air Force for over 20 

years. He was a fighter pilot in Vietnam. I wasn’t 

privileged to know him then, but I do know of 

some of the sacrifices he made. And I know the 

man he’s become because of his service. I’ve 

truly never known anyone with the strength of 

character he has, and who treats others with 

patience and fairness always, as he does. Before 

I met him, I had never heard of the American 

Legion. And even in the beginning, I didn’t really 

know what they were or what they did. After I 

started going to meetings and learning about our 

missions, I started to realize just how important 

the American Legion Auxiliary is. I’ve read about 

our history, our huge accomplishments on behalf 

of our Veterans & Military.                                                                                                        

Why we matter… is because, without The 

American Legion Family, who would help them 

reintegrate into normal life when they come 

home? Who would make sure the promises 

made by the government were being kept? It is 

the sheer number of members that gives the 

Legion the clout to make a difference with our 

Congress. It is our programs that support and 

care for our military and their families. This is 

who we are…this is what we do….THEY are why 

we matter! 

     Thank you all for all you do! It DOES matter! 

     See you at our next meeting on June 10. 

 

Jan Irwin, Auxiliary President 636-699-9577 
 

 

AUXILIARY 

FIRST VICE 
 
 

It is not too late to renew your membership for this 

2023-2024 year.  We have 257 paid although we 

need 24 more to reach our goal. Our next target 

date is 100% by June 14th. 

Keep signing up new members and don’t forget our 

Juniors. 

Remember to fly your flag on “Flag Day”, June 14th. 

Also, Happy Father’s Day to all our veterans.   

 

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 1st Vice & Membership 
Chairman lucillera@charter.net 
8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304 636-441-6419 or 
314-238-6330 cell  
 

 
 

AUXILIARY OFFICER NOMINATIONS 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PAST 
PRESIDENTS OF UNIT 312 
ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
PRESIDENT    LAURA DIEL 
1ST VICE        LUCILLE ARMBRUSTER 
2ND VICE       MARY BANDINI 
TREASURER LESTINE ECHELE 
CHAPLAIN     BAM (TERRY) KELLY 
HISTORIAN    JUDY SOVANSKI 
SECRETARY  JEANNE STIENHOFF 
PARLIMENTARIAN  (APPOINTED) 
SGT @ ARMS            MARY DIEL     ASHLEY 
MARSDEN 
EXECUTIVE BOARD  
JAN IRWIN ( JR PAST PRES)    NANCY EBERT     
KRIS MARSDEN 
THESE ARE RECOMMENDATIONS, THAT 
WILL BE BROUGHT TO A VOTE 
AT THE REGULARLY CONVENED MEETING 
IN JUNE. 
NOMINATIONS CAN BE MADE FROM THE 
FLOOR AT THE JUNE 
MEETING. 
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AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN 

 
 I hope everyone had the opportunity 

to attend this years Spring Luncheon. It looked like 

everyone was having fun! I know I did.  Some 

people asked me where does the proceeds go?  I 

am always thrilled to say that ALL the proceeds go 

to our education programs such as scholarships 

and Girls State. So, as you are dropping in your 

raffle tickets to that those raffle baskets you are 

hoping to win just keep this thought in your mind; 

it doesn’t matter if you win or lose the basket 

because you are a winner for being a part of 

sending girls to Girls state and you are a part of 

awarding several graduating students much 

needed and appreciated scholarships. My heart 

was happy that day seeing all 250 attendees 

visiting, laughing, and coming together to support 

such good programs.  I can’t wait to see you next 

year’s events!                                                                                                                                                                                         

Thank you so much. 

Blessings to all.   

Bam Kelly Auxiliary Chaplain 314 795 0283 

 
 

 
 

 AMERICANISM/ 

CHILDREN & YOUTH/ 

COLOR GUARD 

  AMERICANISM/ CHILDREN & 

YOUTH/ COLOR GUARD 

 
GOOD NEWS SCHOOL’S OUT FOR THE 
SUMMER !!! 
 

AMERICAN LEGION BOYS STATE OF 
MISSOURI, INC. 
 
Our American Legion Boys State Program will be 
hold on  ”A WEEK TO SHAPE A LIFETIME” June 
22, 2024 to June 29, 2024 on the campus of 
Lindenwood University.  High School juniors from 
across Missouri will recreate city, county and 

state government taught by professionals in their 
respective fields and earn two or three college 
credit hours for doing so. 
After summer when they return back to their 
respective high schools they will be seniors and 
will be able to tell their principals, teachers and 
fellow classmates their experience and lessons 
learned at our American Legion Boys State 
Program. 
 
Today’s youth are tomorrow’s leaders!!! 
 

FIRST RESPONDERS’ APPRECIATION 
LUNCH: 
 
Our annual Appreciation lunch for our First 
Responders will be held here at our Post 312 
home on Tuesday from 11:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. 
June 4, 2024. 
In attendance will be St. Charles City Police, St. 
Charles Fire Department, St. Charles County 
Sheriff’s Office and St. Charles County Police 
Department. 
 
This is The American Legion’s way of showing 
our appreciation for their service.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102 
Americanism/Children & Youth/Law and 
Order/Color Guard Captain 
 

  
 

 

 VETERANS HOME BINGO 

 

The next Veterans Home Bingo will be in Jult. 
We will leave the Post at 6 PM. Please call us 
ahead of time if you want a ride. Join us for a fun 
time! 

Mary Diel Veterans Home Bingo   
Mary 314-910-2992  
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SPRING LUNCHEON 2024 
 
Spring was definitely in the air for our annual 
luncheon. The committee would like to thank 
everyone who helped make it the huge success it 
turned out to be. The success of such a large 
undertaking takes many helpers and participants. 
This endeavor would not and could not 
succeed without the generosity of the community 
and the hard work of everyone who 
participated. An amazing crowd and an amazing 
day full of fun, fellowship, and flowers. 
THANKS, FROM: 
The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 312 
Kris, Jeanne, Bam & Mary the committee, and 
of course the recipients of the Scholarships 
winners and the Girl State participants, who will 
benefit. 

 
                                                                                                                                   

2024 Spring Luncheon Hosted by 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 312 

The merchants listed below have generously 

donated cash and prizes for today’s event.  We 

ask you to remember them with your patronage 

to show our appreciation.  To the many 

individuals who contributed goods and services, 

please accept our sincere thanks. Last, but 

certainly, not least, a special thank you to all who 

volunteered their time and talent to help make 

this event a success. 

First Capitol Trading  

 Big’s 

First Watch    

 Massa’s 

Narwhal’s    

 Grandma’s Cookies 

Loaded Nachos   

 LaTia Pancho’s Cantini 

Wasabi Sushi Bar   

 Mexico Road Florist 

Funny Bone    

 The Pine Room 

Olde Town Spice Shop   El     

Mezon 

Chicken ‘n Pickle   

 Sugarfire 

Longhorn    

 Rookies 

Lady Di’s    

 Gingham’s 

Parkview Gardens   

 Vinney’s Firehouse Pub 

Pio’s     

 Shirley’s 

Daniel’s Greenhouse  

 Bee Garden 

SAL     

 Family Dinner 

VFW Aux 2866   

 Legion 312 Bingo 

Ralston Purina   

 Schlafly Bankside 

Serena Boschert Weber                  

American Legion Foxhole 

 

 

POST HISTORY 
                              
That in 1919 the newly formed 

American Legion proposed construction of 
a World War I memorial in St Louis. The 
plan became part of a city 1923 bond issue. 
The design of the memorial was completed 
in 1928 but construction did not begin until 
1935. 

(The above information is from the Missouri 
Historical Society). 
Upon completion it was called the Soldiers 
Memorial and was run by the city of St Louis until 
2015. At that time, it was turned over to the 
Missouri Historical Society. After a $30 million 
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renovation it was reopened in 2018 as the 
“Soldiers Memorial Military Museum”. At the 
reopening, American Legion Tom Powell Post 77 
participated in the Flag raising ceremony. Joe 
Diel/Post Historian 
 
Joe Diel, Post 1st Vice/Historian 
jdiel1941@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 
 
 

May 18 th , and tentatively June 15th, The 
Foxhole will host Music Bingo, Check Facebook. 
We 
held the first one in April and it was a lot of fun. 
This is not trivia, you just listen to the music, 
it’s OK to use Shazam to identify the song, and 
mark your cards to complete the pattern and 
win a prize. This is a casual game meant to be 
played while you visit the Foxhole. We will host 
this on Saturdays when there is no talent 
scheduled and perhaps during non-bowling 
Wednesday’s. There is no cost except on the 
coverall phase. 
Don’t forget National Martini on Wednesday June 
19 th . We will have 3oz options so you can try 
more flavors. 
Keep an eye out on Facebook for hours and 
activities around the 4 th of July weekend. 
For Entertainment in June, come and see 
 Mike Feldman, June 1  
Jackie D on June 8 and 
Boston Dave on the last Saturday, June 29  
You can check our schedule on the Foxhole tab 
on the website or on our new Facebook Page, 
the link is just below the photo of our post on the 
website. www.alpost312mo.org. 
 
Kris Marsden, Bar Manager 
636-219-5282 
Larry Carron Bar Chairman 
636-345-6106 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Tuesday, June 25 

4:30pm-6:00pm 

 

Make plans to attend the Spaghetti Dinner on 

Tuesday, June 25!  The menu will be spaghetti & 

meatballs, garden salad, roll, and your choice of 

homemade carrot cake, cherry dump cake, or 

chocolate wacky cake!  The cost is only $12.00!  

We offer dine-in or curbside pickup.  Come 

support your American Legion Post 312, bring a 

friend, and enjoy great food and fellowship!  

Reserve your meal by texting or calling 314-

795-0283 by June 20.  

 

 
 

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION 

 
On short notice, we were offered an additional 
volunteer opportunity at the Harley Hotdog Hut. A 
big thanks to those who stepped up to assist: 
Mark Wooldridge, John Ince, Dave Sovanski and 
Tim Cudd. We don't make a lot in donations at 
these events but it is a chance for us to get out 
into the community.  We often get inquiries about 
our Legion family. 
 
Some things we do around the post are big and 
some things are small but important. A member 
of the Post reached out to me about the rose 
bushes out front of the building.  They sorely 
needed the dead limbs removed to improve their 
appearance. The SAL was happy to be able to 
quickly take care of this.   
 
We need volunteers to place flags at veterans 
gravesites at the Oak Grove Cemetery on 
Thursday May 23rd at 4:30pm. Reach out if you 
have any questions.  See you there. 
 
Election of officers will be held at our next 
meeting on June 3rd.  We have some openings 
so if you are interested in any of the positions, 
reach out to me or Jay Marsden. These positions 
are not difficult but are vital to continue to support 
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our Post. Please take the time to attend the June 
3rd meeting and have your voices 
heard.  Thanks. 
 
Next meeting on Mon June 3 at7 PM. 

John Leonard, Squadron Commander 314-303-
6665 

 

AMERICAN LEGION 

RIDERS 
 

Next meeting on Mon June 3 at 6 PM. 

Tony Rumbo, ALR Director 
tone_nav@yahoo.com 314-707-4683 
 

 

 

 

 FRIDAY NIGHT 

BINGO AT POST 

312 

Bring your friends and join us for an evening of 
Bingo. Doors open at 4 pm, Bingo starts at 6.30 
Bingo is the big money maker for the Post. Your 
help will be greatly appreciated. Come by one 
Friday evening and discover how you can help. 
You don’t have to spend the whole evening, if 
you can only help for a few hours that’s ok. 
Come out anyway, it’s entertaining! There are 
many types of jobs, and we will find one that you 
can perform.  

.  

 

 

 

POST 312 LEGION 

BASEBALL NEWS 

 
 
We have Cardinals baseball tickets on sale. 
$30.00/ticket gets you into the Sun June 23 1:00 
Cards/Giants game followed by the MO vs IL Sr 

Legion all-star game. Tickets includes both 
games plus a jumbo dog and soft drink. 
Contact Coach Russ Klicker (314) 705-9147 
 
If you have an interest in coaching, marketing, 
promotions, helping our players get recruited by 
colleges and universities, etc., we would like to 
talk to you.  We are growing at the post and state 
levels, and we need folks to help us as we grow. 
This can be very rewarding. 
 
Our HS teams are winding down and players are 
shifting back to American Legion 
Baseball.  Uniforms will be handed out soon. 
 
We are hosting a wood bat freshman tournament 
Sat/Sun May 25/26 at Blanchette Park. Come out 
and support us. 
 
Russell Klicker, Post 312 Baseball Manager 314-

705-9147 

 

 

 
 

 SAVE YOUR TAB 

TOPS 

 
 
Tab Top Pandemonium  
 
Jennifer Slater and Brenda Richarz are happy 
to report that 62 pounds of tabs were collected 
and turned in on May 4, 2024, at the Ronald 
McDonald House in St. Loius. Thank you 
everyone who donated tabs. Great job!!! 
Let’s keep going and keep bringing them up to 
the Foxhole for collection for next year.  
 
Children & Youth Co-Chairpersons Brenda 
Richarz 636-288-1250 Jennifer Slater 636-734-
5503 
 

FIRST RESPONDERS LUNCHEON 
Tues. June 4  
11:30-1:30 In the hall. 
 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

MIKE FELDMAN 

7pm in  FOXHOLE 

2 

Foxhole Open 

Noon-6pm 

3 

 Riders Mtg 6 

SAL Mtg 7 

Foxhole Open 

5pm 

4 

First Responders 

Lunch 1130-130 

In the Hall 

Foxhole Closed 

5 

Xbox Bowling 

6:30 in the Foxhole 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

6 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

7 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

Bingo 6:30  

in the Hall 

 

8 

Foxhole Open 3 

Jackie D.  

Foxhole 7 pm 

 

9 

Foxhole Open 

Noon-6pm 

10 

Post-Auxiliary 

Mtg 7:30pm 

Foxhole Open5 

pm 

11 

Foxhole Closed 

12 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

13 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

14 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

Bingo 6:30  

in the Hall 

15 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

16 

Foxhole Open 

Noon-6pm 

17 

Foxhole Closed 

18 

Foxhole Closed 

19 

Xbox Bowling 

6:30 in the Foxhole 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

20 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

Spaghetti Dinner  

Orders Due 

636-328-6996 

21 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

Bingo 6:30  

in the Hall 

22 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

23 

Foxhole Open 

Noon-6pm 

24 

Foxhole Closed 

25 

Spaghetti Dinner 

4:30-6:00 

Foxhole Open 

 

26 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

27 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

28 

Foxhole Open 3pm 

Bingo 6:30  

in the Hall 

29 

Foxhole Open 3 

Boston Dave  

Foxhole 7pm 

30 

Foxhole Open 

Noon-6pm 
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