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COMMANDER DAN

Hello to one and all. It is hard to
believe, but the holidays are here.
| wish everyone the best of
Thanksgiving even though
celebrating a little different for
most this year.

The monthly meetings for
December are as follows:

Dec 14 Auxiliary Christmas Party
Dec 21 Legion Meeting

The Remington Memorial
Christmas Dinner has been
cancelled this year by Loretta
who organized this annual event
hosted by our Post for many
years.

The roof repairs have been
completed and the few leaks
remaining are being addressed.

The cell tower sale should be
completed around Dec 10.

The scrap metal salvaged from
the roof has been sold to the
recycling center. The proceeds
will pay to paint both halls. | am
looking for color suggestions. You
can leave me a note in my
mailbox in the Foxhole or leave
me a voice mail on my cell phone
314-808-8438.

Thanks goes out to our Sons of
The American Legion for helping
with ceiling tile replacement and
touch-up painting recently.

The flagpole has been repaired
and Old Glory is proudly flying
again.

| want to thank all the hard-
working volunteers who
implemented our Curbside and
Carryout Spaghetti Dinner. Since

July, we served about 600 dinners
with a profit of over $1000 for the
Post.

On Dec 8, we will have our first
Meatloaf Dinner for $10 with
dessert or $9 without dessert.
This will be served Curbside or
Carryout. Call 636-328-6996 to
place your order by Sat Dec 5. |
ask everyone to spread the word
and show support for the Post.

We will have a New Year’s Eve
gathering with Karaoke by Boston
Dave in the Small Hall. The
Foxhole will open at 5 PM and
music starts at 8 PM.

There is no admission charge.
You may bring in food or snacks
for the people at your table, but
no sharing of food between tables
please. We will use masks and
social distancing when not seated
at your table.

A good time was enjoyed last
year by those who attended so we
hope you will join us again.

Events planned for Jan 2021
Jan 23 Buddy Supper
Jan 31 Post Everlasting

Please call the Post at 636-947-
7666 to hear recorded messages.
Events may be added or changed
after the Clarion is mailed out.

Please continue to call and check
on fellow Legion members, family
and friends. It has been a trying
year, but | wish you a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.
God Bless you and America.

Commander Dan

Daniel Sauer, Post Commander
314-808-8438 dsauer@aol.com

POST CHAPLAIN

Legionnaires Bill A. Willis and
Oliver Goetges passed. No
Legion services were requested.

On Sun Nov 7, seven Legion
Family members visited with
Carolyn and Don Lauer at
Garden View Care Center in
O’Fallon MO. They both enjoyed
our brief visit through the window
to their room.

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain
middendorf802@gmail.com
636-328-6996

Our annual Auxiliary Christmas
Party will be held on Dec 14 at 5
PM. Cost to attend is $12.

Remember, your 2021 dues must
be paid in order to attend. We
have a fabulous dinner planned
with tons of fun to be had.

Be sure to sign up by Dec 7.
Due to conditions this year, you
must make reservations — no
walk-ins/no refunds. All efforts
will be made to allow for social
distancing and please remember
to wear your mask.

We will again be collecting
donations for needy Veterans.
Suggested items for donation:

V-neck white tee shirts
(large/extra large); Men’s briefs,
men’s socks, sweatshirts/pants.

Jan Irwin, Auxiliary 2" Vice
636-669-9577

Post 636-947-7666

Hall Rental 314-952-8833

Foxhole 636-724-9712

www.alpost312mo.org
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

The last month of 2020 has
arrived. These are
unprecedented times for all of us
and for our organizations.

2020 will always be remembered
as the COVID-19 year. Let's
hope and pray 2021 will be
remembered as the end of the
COVID-19 Pandemic.

If you have not yet had the
opportunity to contribute to our
online Poppy Fundraiser, please
take a moment to do so.

Go to https://www.gofundme.com/
manage/american-legion-auxiliary
-unit-post-312-poppy-fund and
follow the simple instructions.

The poppy account is used strictly
for Veterans. We use this
account to fund the Veterans
Home Bingo, an event I’'m hoping
we get to return to someday
soon.

“Maybe this year we ought to walk
through the rooms of our lives not
looking for flaws but looking for
potential.” Ellen Goodman

Wishing everyone the Merriest of
Christmas.

Laura Diel, Auxiliary President
lauraldiel@gmail.com 636-219-7091

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

The Riders are sponsoring the
Army/Navy game in the Foxhole
on Sat Dec 12. The Foxhole
opens at Noon. Please join us to
share some food and fun.

Our next meeting is Thursday
Dec 3 at 6:30 PM.

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION

The SAL purchased and delivered
over $1,000 in clothes/toiletries to
John Cochran Hospital and
Jefferson Barracks. Thanks to
The Legion and Auxiliary for their
generous donations to the cause.

Thanks to all who assisted with
spot-painting the hall. We want to
paint the entire hall early next
year. Stay tuned...

Congrats to Kevin Jett for
winning the Veterans Day bottle
raffle. Thanks to everyone who
purchased a ticket.

Our next meeting is Mon Dec 7
at 7 PM.

They are seeing an increase in
Covid cases. Be safe out there!

John Leonard, Squadron Commander
314-303-6665

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE

Are you planning on attending the
Auxiliary Christmas Party? If so,
you need to make sure your dues
are paid.

For all who have paid, Thank You!
We have 203 paid, but we need
71 more to reach our goal.
Please renew your membership
by the end of December to be
considered active.

RECRUIT — REJOIN — RETAIN

Sign up new members, rejoin
former members and retain by
sending in your dues.

$28.00 for Senior members and
do not forget the Juniors at $5.00.

If you sign up a new member
make sure that they understand
that dues must be paid before we
can process the application.

If you have any questions
regarding  your  membership,
please do not hesitate to contact
us.

Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year!

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary
15t Vice & Membership Chairman
636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell
lucillera@charter.net

AMERICANISM/
CHILDREN & YOUTH

The St. Charles County High
School Oratorical Speech Contest
will be held at Post 312 at 1 PM
on Sunday Dec 6.

The contestants will give a live
oration on the US Constitution
before an audience without notes.

These 5 to 6 minute speeches will
be  judged by  community
professionals who donate their
time to educate today’s youth.
Stay tuned for updates on how
they progress.

Work has begun on the next Boys
State scheduled for June 12-19,
2021.

Stay tuned on today’s youth and
tomorrow’s leaders.

Respectfully submitted,

Larry DuFour, 636-441-7102
Americanism/Children & Youth/Public
Relations/Law & Order and Public Safety
Color/Honor Guard Captain

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Karaoke with Boston Dave
Foxhole Open @ 5 PM
No Admission Charge
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POST FIRST VICE

The American Legion provides
life-changing  assistance and
guidelines for Veterans, military
personnel, their families and
communities thousands of ways.

Help comes in the form of
personal assistance, cash grants,
donated goods, disaster relief,
labor, networking, volunteerism
and advocacy.

Free subscription to the Legion
Magazine. Our nation’s leaders
speak directly to us as citizens on
the pages of the American Legion
Magazine.

The Legion provides family and
community support also. Cash
grants and volunteer aid are
among the ways the Legion
reaches out to families of military
service members and Veterans
during time of financial difficulty.

Homeless Veteran  Outreach
offers hundreds of opportunities
for homeless Veterans across the

country, including temporary
housing, mentoring and job
training.

Honor and Remembrance is

acknowledged by providing an
honor guard service at thousands
of Veteran funerals around the
country. The Legion is also a
leader in the establishment and
maintenance of memorials that
honor military sacrifice.

In addition, The American Legion
is the most influential, effective
and dependable advocate of
Veteran affairs fighting for better
active-duty pay, improved housing
and insure that the VA medical
system can properly care for our
service men and women.

When people ask why you belong
to the American Legion, you can
use any one of these topics to let
them know we are working
diligently so they will have the
benefits they earned by serving
their country.

Our strength is in the number of
members we have. Always
remember to ask all Veterans to
join us and have their voices
heard when we are asking the
politicians to support all bills on
behalf of Veterans.

Every year the Legion sends
members to the Hill in
Washington DC to speak to our
Representatives. They are aware
that our numbers count when
voting takes place, so we like to
educate them on what we would
like the outcome to be.

| appreciate all the hard work all
of you have put into retaining and
increasing our membership. Let’s
not lose our momentum!

For God and Country.

John Gonzales, 1st Vice Commander
314-707-3758

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

Dec 8 Meatloaf Dinner
(order by Dec 5)

Dec 12 Army/Navy Game
in the Foxhole

Dec 14 Auxiliary Christmas Party
(sign up by Dec 7)

Jan 23 Buddy Supper

Jan 31 Post Everlasting

Feb 27 40&8 Night at the Races

MEATLOAF DINNER

Join us for a Meatloaf Dinner on
Tuesday Dec 8, served curbside
or carryout from 4:30 to 6 PM.

The cost is $10 with dessert or $9
without dessert. We will be
serving meatloaf, mashed
potatoes, gravy, green beans and
a roll with a choice of homemade
carrot cake or chocolate cake.

Call Rich Middendorf at 636-328-
6996 to place your order no
later than Saturday Dec 5.

POST HISTORY
DID YOU KNOW?

Where Is the Cannon!

On October 15, 1942 the St. Louis
Globe-Democrat reported on a
Student Scrap Drive where the
school collecting the most scrap
metal would select a student to
attend the christening of a Liberty
Ship.

Approximately 2,000 students
from St Charles public and
parochial schools had already
collected 20 tons of scrap metal
and were hoping to collect
another 15 tons.

A World War Cannon which had
decorated the entrance to
Blanchette Park was donated to
the scrap drive by the St Charles
Park Department and would
become part of a United States
Liberty Ship serving in World War
Two.

Joe Diel, Post Historian
Forbes1941@charter.net
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Foxhole Open in December

Wednesday through Saturday
and Meeting Nights - Check the
Calendar for opening times

Army/Navy Game, Dec 12

Music by Just for S & G and
December Birthdays, Dec 26

New Year’s Eve
Karaoke with Boston Dave

New Year’s Day
Bloody Mary Day

Greetings from your Foxhole! We
have survived so far by taking
care of each other despite what is
going on around us in the city,
county, state and nation!

My only prayer is for us to keep
doing what we have been doing —
social distancing, wearing our
masks and wash those hands!!
Thanks for your cooperation in
these small but vital tasks!!

| like to think of the Post as my
outside family! If | take the same
precautions when | am at the Post
as | do when | am at home that
equals a “Home ‘Run!” and yes,
staying out of the hospitalll
Please keep it up!! Thanks again!!

We finally got some music back in
the Foxhole in November! Boston
Dave entertained us on 11/07 with
his Karaoke and great singers.

Dave was followed by Jack
DeWeese & Bart on 11/21 with
more great singing!! Thanks
Dave, Jack & Bart plus all the
karaoke singers!!

In December, we will have “Just
for S&G” playing for us on 12/26

for the December Birthday
Party!!
Boston Dave will provide the

music on New Year’s Eve in the
Small Hall'! We look forward to
big crowds on these dates so get
there early!

On 11/11, our Sons Squadron,
as usual, provided free drinks to
the Legion Veterans. A good-
sized crowd was there to “Thank!”
the SAL for their generosity in
remembrance of all Veterans
including their own families’
Veterans. Thanks to SAL!!

In the competitions for December,
there will be Bowling on 12/2,
12/16 & 12/30. Darts will be held
on 12/9 and 12/23. Shuffleboard
will be held on 12/10 & 12/17.

Come join in on the fun and
competition!! There are reduced
prices on pizzas on these nights!
See you there!

As we work to finish 2020, we
have a great deal to be thankful
forl We live in the greatest
country in the world! Let us
continue to work together to fulfill
our mission in the American
Legion. By doing just that we
have made our Post, state, and
nation a better place!

Cheers!
Dean Irwin, Bar Chairman
636-926-0793

Congratulations to Maggie Kielty,

winner of the October 50/50
Raffle.

Another 50/50 Raffle is on sale
now, drawing the last day of the
month. You do not have to be
present to win.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM
HALLOWEEN PARTY 2020
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FOXHOLE SPORTS

Bowling, Wed Dec 2 & 16 & 30
Darts, Wed Dec 9 & 23
Shuffleboard, Thur Dec 10 & 17

11/4 bowling results:

15t place — Stan & Kevin
2" place — Norm & Sean
3 place — Betty & Rich

11/12 shuffleboard results:

15t place — Don & Rich
2" place — Gilda & Mark
3" place — Jill & Sean

FOXHOLE HOLIDAY HOURS

Dec 7 SAL Meeting
Open at 5 PM

Dec 12 Army Navy Game
Open at Noon

Dec 14 Aux Christmas Party
Foxhole Closed

Dec 21 Post Meeting

Open at 5 PM

Dec 24 Christmas Eve
Open Noon to 6 PM

Dec 25 Christmas Day
Foxhole Closed

Dec 31 New Years Eve
Open 5PM -1 AM
Jan1l New Year’s Day

Bloody Mary Day
Open 1 PM -6 PM

AUXILIARY POPPY DAYS 2020

The COVID-19 Pandemic
prevented our dedicated
volunteers to participate in our
annual poppy distribution but the
needs of our Veterans remain.

The red poppy is a nationally
recognized symbol of sacrifice
worn by Americans since World
War | to honor those who served
and died for our country in all
wars.

It reminds Americans of the
sacrifices made by our Veterans
while protecting our freedoms.
Wear a poppy to honor those who
have worn our nation's uniform.

All donations received will be
used by The American Legion
Family for their programs that
support Veterans, the military
community and their families.

To make a donation online, go to
https://www.gofundme.com/mana
ge/american-legion-auxiliary-unit-
post-312-poppy-fund and follow
the simple instructions.

Or, if you prefer, you can mail
your donation to us at:

Poppy Fund

American Legion Auxiliary 312
2500 Raymond Drive

St. Charles, MO 63301

Please call with any questions.

Brenda Richarz, Poppy Chairman
636-288-1250

SPAGHETTI DINNER

Our heartfelt thanks to our
volunteers this year who stepped
up to the challenge of curbside
and carryout service. With our
apologies for any oversights, our
volunteers this year included:

Jerry Bagy

Jeanetta Blazek

Mary & Joe Diel
Nancy Ebert

Gilda Gocal

Ron Huefmeier

Dean Irwin

Bam Kelly

Maggie Kielty

Jeff Kull

Neal Lang

John Leonard

Dan Mallon

Kris & Jay Marsden
Mary & Rich Middendorf
Carolann Osterloh
Becky Pingel

Larry Reighard

Dan Sauer

Ruth & Bill Reilly
Shirley & Steve Sanders
Betty & Norm Stephan
Dave Techemeier
Elaine Vollmer

Ruth & Bud Watts
Cindy Wahl

Connie & Bill Webb
Deb Wogtech

Jill Wooldridge

Jan Zike

Spaghetti Dinner Committee
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HELP NEEDED!

If you have a couple hours one
morning a month, we need your
help assembling the Clarion for
mailing.

Call Bill Reilly at 636-328-2340 to
volunteer.

LEGION FAMILY ASSISTING
OTHERS AT THANKSGIVING

For decades, many American
Legion Family members have
provided a venue for those less
fortunate or alone to enjoy a
Thanksgiving meal. Others have
provided delivery of those meals
or staged food drives to provide
families with the means to
prepare their own Thanksgiving
dinner.

But as it has done to the nation’s
way of life, the coronavirus
pandemic has forced an altered
way of providing Thanksgiving for
the Legion Family. While many
events have been cancelled,
others have been adapted to
adhere to social distancing
measures and other safety
protocols.

The following are just some
examples of how the American
Legion Family is continuing to
help others celebrate
Thanksgiving. If your post, unit or
squadron is providing some sort
of Thanksgiving assistance to

others, please share it
at www.legiontown.org.
Arizona

American Legion Post 65 will be
the site for HeroZona
Foundation’s 17th annual

Thanksgiving Turkey Giveaway,
which will be done in a drive-thru
format to ensure the safety of

volunteers and individuals picking
up the donations. Each family will
receive one frozen turkey.

lllinois

American Legion William
McKinley Post 231 in Chicago is
providing  Thanksgiving  food

baskets to needy neighborhood
families.

Minnesota

In Brainerd, American Legion
Post 255 provided a sit-down
community Thanksgiving dinner
free to anyone wanting a holiday
meal, including 810 in 2019.

This year, the post will provide
delivery of the free meals
Thanksgiving morning, as well as
offer a drive-thru pick-up option
on Thanksgiving Day. Leftover
Thanksgiving dinners are donated
to Minnesota Adult and Teen
Challenge.

Mississippi

American Legion Post 73’s Legion
Family in Picayune hosted a free
Thanksgiving meal for Veterans
Nov. 11.

Montana

In Billings, American Legion Post
4 is teaming up with the Montana
Veterans Meat Locker to provide
free Thanksgiving dinners that will
be picked up drive-thru style. The
post and meat locker also
distributed meat to around 125
Veterans on Veterans Day.

New Jersey

In Wildwood, American Legion
Post 184 is donating 25 full
Thanksgiving dinners to needy
families in the area. “We are
proud to return to our community
projects and thankful we had so
many donors for this event.”

In Summit, American Legion Post
322 is joining with other

organizations to sponsor the
Other Fellow First Foundation’s
13th annual frozen turkey drive on
Nov. 22. The effort benefits the
Community Food Bank of New
Jersey.

New York

In Monroe, American Legion Post
488 is providing free takeout and
delivery Thanksgiving meals for
Veterans on Nov. 20. The effort is
a collaboration between Auxiliary
Unit 488 and other organizations
and individuals.

Ohio

American Legion Broome-Wood
Post 292 in New London hosted a
free dinner Nov. 14 for area
Veterans, spouses and spouses
of deceased Veterans. The post
also is working with the Catholic
Church to distribute food baskets
to needy Veterans, as well as with
Huron County Veterans Service in
distributing food baskets before
Thanksgiving.

Pennsylvania

In Gilbert, American Legion Post
927 won’t be able to put on its
annual community Thanksgiving
meal. Instead, the post is hosting
various food drives that included
one Nov. 14-22 to collect canned
goods and other non-perishable
food items for area families’
Thanksgiving meals.

Texas

American Legion Post 29’s Legion
Family in Sherman and VFW Post
2772 are working together to
provide a free traditional
Thanksgiving dinner to anyone in
need or wanting companionship.
Proper social distancing protocols
will be followed. Take-out meals
also will be available.
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