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COMMANDER DAN 

Wow, January is already over. 

That means getting closer to 

baseball spring training! 

28 members were in attendance 

at the Post Meeting on Jan 13. I 

would always like to see more 

members attend whenever 

possible. 

This year’s New Year’s Eve was 

well-attended with about 70 

members and their guests. We 

had plenty of good food and 

music by Boston Dave and a 

good time was had by all. We 

hope for even better attendance 

next year with a similar program. 

We sponsored our bimonthly 

Bingo Night at the Missouri 

Veterans Home on Jan 16. The 

next one will be on March 19. 

Our first Spaghetti Dinner of the 

year was on Jan 28. The next one 

will be on Feb 25. Please attend 

when you can.  This monthly 

dinner helps support Post 

functions. 

other upcoming events include: 

Feb 23, Chili Cook-Off in the 

Foxhole. 

March 14, Night at the Races 

sponsored by the 40 & 8 

March 28, Cardinal Season 

Opener in the Foxhole 

March 29, Pallet Paint and Sip 
Party sponsored by the Auxiliary 

May 5, Spring Luncheon 
sponsored by the Auxiliary 

Once again, support your Post by 

attending events and functions 

when you can. 

Please keep our sick members 

and the families of deceased 

members in your thoughts and 

prayers. 

I always welcome suggestions 

and we always need volunteers. 

Please text me or give me a call. 

 The next Post & Auxiliary 

meetings are February 10 and 

March 9. See you there! 

Daniel Sauer, Post Commander 
314-808-8438 dsauer@aol.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

POST CHAPLAIN 

Robert Luecke 
Donald W. Vogt 

Richard Wittmeyer 

The above Legionnaires have 
passed since my last report. 
Please keep them and their 
families in your thoughts and 
prayers. 

No Legion services were 
requested. Donations may be 
made to the Post 312 Needy Vets 
Fund in memory of Rich 
Wittmeyer. 

Rich Middendorf, Post Chaplain 
636-328-6996 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Bingo 

Wednesdays and Fridays 

6: 30 PM 
 

 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 

“All we have to decide is what to 
do with the time that is given us.” 

J. R. R. Tolkien 

I hope this issue finds each of you 
well and warm, both of which 
have proven to be challenging 
over the past 30 days! 

I want to give a SHOUT OUT to 
Jan Irwin and her son Craig who 
covered for Elizabeth Carron  in 
the Bingo kitchen during Liz’s 
absence in January.  We simply 
cannot thank you enough Jan for 
lending your time and expertise at 
such short notice.  To Liz, we 
hope you are on the mend and we 
are keeping you in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

I want to take this opportunity to 
point out that we can always use 
volunteers in a variety of positions 
including emergency backup, a 
“Plan B” if you want to call it that.  

If you have any desire to learn a 
task, find out more about our 
committees, or learn about the 
duties of the American Legion 
Auxiliary Officers, any one of us 
would be happy to meet with you.    

This is not a request for a 
commitment, only an opportunity 
to share knowledge and skills.   

In a perfect world, we would be 
able to set up teams to work the 
Bingo kitchen and Veterans Home 
Bingo and all committee chair 
positions would be filled.   

mailto:dsauer@aol.com
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I’ve been told by some of you “I 
don’t do meetings” and I get it! 
Truly, I respect your decision but 
if meetings “aren’t your thing” I  
would love to find out what “is 
your thing” and how can we best 
utilize your time and talents to 
serve our mission.   

If you would like to chat with me, 
feel free to email me at 
lauraldiel@gmail.com or call/text 
me at 636-219-7091. 

I had the most amazing 
experience at January’s Veterans 
Home Bingo. I met some 
awesome Veterans who were 
kind and funny and gracious.  We 
gave out snacks and awarded 
prizes to the Bingo winners and it 
all ended too soon.   

If you’ve not had the opportunity 
to join the Veterans Home Bingo 
crew, I highly recommend you 
give it a try.  

Our Spring Luncheon is 
scheduled for May 5 and we are 
collecting donations for raffle 
baskets and door prizes.  More 
information will be available at the 
February meeting, but know that 
we appreciate all donations we 
receive. 

On March 29, we are hosting a 
Pallet Paint and Sip Party at 1 
PM in the Legion Hall. Visit  
mommysdesignfarm.com 
between Feb 28 and March 18 to 
register and see the flyer in this 
issue of the Clarion for more info. 

Our next meeting is Feb 10 at 
7:30 PM following the Executive 
Board Meeting at6:30 PM. 

Laura Diel, Auxiliary President 
Lauraldiel@gmail.com 

636-219-7091 

 

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION 

The SAL is sponsoring the 
Foxhole Super Bowl Party on 
Sunday Feb 2. The Foxhole  will 
open early at 2 PM. Game time is 
5:30 PM.  TVs will be on in the 
small hall for those who want to 
avoid smoke. The SAL will serve 
appetizers, wings and meatballs 
at 4:30 PM and will be selling 
squares and pull tabs.  

Thanks to all who participated in 
our Potshot 50/50s. We have 3 
winners to date and 2 more cards 
filling up now. 

It is important that we support our 
Legion Family whether it be 
Legion, Sons or Auxiliary.  I have 
started a text list to notify SAL 
members when there is a 
service for anyone in the 
Legion Family.  If you want to be 
on this list, please text me with 
your name at 314-303-6665. 

Our meetings are the first Monday 
of every month at 7 PM. Our next 
meeting is Feb 3. Please attend if 
you can make it.  

John Leonard, Squadron Commander 
314-303-6665 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
TAB TOPS FOR THE  

RONALD MC DONALD HOUSE 

Don’t forget to save the tab tops 
from your aluminum cans for the 
Ronald McDonald House annual 
fundraiser.  

The Auxiliary will collect them 
here at the Post and turn them in 
at the end of April. 

 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 

Next meeting is Thursday, Feb 6 

at 6:30 PM.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

POST FIRST VICE 

What is your response when 
someone asks you why you 
belong to the American Legion?  

I know we all have different 
personal reasons, but the last line 
of our preamble, “to consecrate 
and sanctify our comradeship by 
our devotion to mutual 
helpfulness”, says it all. 

As Legionnaires, we are 
cementing the foundation for our 
Americanism programs including 
Boys’ State, Legion Baseball and 
Boy Scouts.  

The teaching, training, education 
and mentoring that we do for 
America’s youth is developing the 
future leaders of this country.  

We are deciding where the future 
of this organization is going. We 
are taking part in the future by 
shaping the programs and 
policies of the American Legion 
for decades to come. 

Past National Commander and 
present Chancellor of American 
Legion College David Rehbein 
shared with the class what a 
leader is. 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
mailto:lauraldiel@gmail.com
mailto:Lauraldiel@gmail.com
tel:(314)303-6665
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3sJL9_bvXAhWK6oMKHafLBWcQjRwIBw&url=https://plus.google.com/104255498797000781371&psig=AOvVaw2Z8TBfIPo6bRK1EhXW2l57&ust=1510677319629980
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A leader must be honest. A leader 
must be confident. They should 
be inspirational and perhaps a 
visionary. A strong leader must 
have all these attributes to lead us 
forward into the future. 

The success to becoming an 
effective leader is through a 
strong mentorship program. 

A mentor is someone familiar with 
the challenges you face. They 
need to be confident that you can 
overcome challenges and have 
the initiative to take on such 
challenges. A mentor gives advice 
not commands. They must be 
someone you can confide in and 
trust to do the right thing. A good 
mentor is working for your good 
and not using you to further their 
own career. 

You see that mentorship is 
essential to the success and 
livelihood of the American Legion. 
Do you think you can be a leader 
or a mentor?  

It is up to us to insure the benefits 
we have fought for will still be 
available for the next generation 
of Veterans. 

Let’s start this new year by calling 
or checking on our comrades we 
haven’t seen in a while. We are a 
Veteran organization helping 
Veterans.  

 Thanks for your support in 
growing our membership. Post 
312 is at 80.17% at the time of 
writing this article. We have 
already surpassed the Jan 15 
deadline! Our next target date is 
Feb 12 for 85% of our 
membership goal.   

John Gonzales, 1st Vice Commander 
314-707-3758 

 

AUXILIARY FIRST VICE 

The second renewal notices have 
been sent from National.  Please, 
if you have not paid your 2020 
dues, now is the time. At this 
writing we need 39 members to 
reach our goal. 

Please send all changes of 
address to me so you will 
continue to receive the Clarion 
and other information. 

To all Legion members:  If your 
spouse, mother and grand 
daughters are not members, 
please consider signing them 
up.  Applications are available in 
the Foxhole.  Dues are $28 for 
Senior members and $5 for Junior 
members. (age 18 and under). 
Contact me at 636-441-6419 with 
any questions. 

If you sign up a Junior, they are 
eligible for Auxiliary Scholarships 
only after 3 years of membership, 
so don’t wait too long! 

Let’s hope the Groundhog does 
not see his shadow and Spring is 
right around the corner. 

Don’t forget your loved ones on 
Valentine’s Day and especially 
your Veterans. 

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary  
1st Vice & Membership Chairman  

636-441-6419  lucillera@charter.net 

 

 

 

 

POST SERVICE OFFICER 

There has been no activity since 
the last Post meeting on Jan 13. I 
had one phone call asking about 
assistance and was able to refer 
them to the appropriate resource 
who provided the answer.  

May all service men and women 
everywhere be safe and secure. 

Please let me know if you are 
aware of any veteran in need of 
our assistance. 

Don Lauer, Post Service Officer 

636-947-1050 or 636-896-6013 cell 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
AMERICANISM,  

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

 

The winner of the St. Charles 
County High School Oratorical 
Contest, Uma Upamaka, went on 
to win the 9th District Contest in 
Wentzville and took second place 
in the Zone 1 Contest in Hannibal. 
Andrew Moore was the winner of 
the Zone 1 Contest. 

Uma, a senior at Francis Howell 
North, is pictured on the right 
above, next to myself. She will 
receive a $13,000 per year 4-year 
renewable scholarship to Drury 
University in Springfield, MO. 

The March 1 deadline for Boys 
State applications and sponsors is 
quickly approaching and keeping 
me busy. 

Larry DuFour, Americanism, Children & 
Youth/Law & Order 636-441-7102 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
mailto:lucillera@charter.net
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PALLET PAINT PARTY 

See the attached flyer for info on 
the Paint Party Fundraiser 
scheduled for Sunday, March 29 
from 1 to 4 PM.  

Please make note of the deadline 
information.  Registration will 
open on Feb 28 and close on 
March 18.  Contact me with 
questions. 

Jeanne Steinhoff  
steinhoff50@att.net 363-219-4311 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
VETERANS HOME BINGO 

On Jan 16, 24 residents of the 
Missouri Veterans Home enjoyed 
bingo and refreshments 
sponsored by our Auxiliary.  

Post 312 Family participating 
included Mary Bandini, Joe Diel, 
Laura Diel, Mary Diel, Jerry Hoeft, 
Rich Middendorf, Kevin Rufkahr 
and Billy Webb. 

Come join us for a fun and 
rewarding experience at our next 
Veterans Home Bingo on 
Thursday, March 19.  

Rich Middendorf, Post VA&R Chair 
636-328-6996 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
FOXHOLE  

ATTENDANCE DRAWING 

Win a Small Pizza & Beverage 

Recent Winners  
Al Schultz & Stan Steinhoff 

Next Drawing Jan 31 

Sign up each time you visit the 
Foxhole and purchase a beverage 

Two winners a month 

 

 

Feb 23 we will have our annual 
Chili Cook-off, be ready with 
your favorite recipe.  

Feb 29 will be the February 
Birthday Party for all Post Family 
members who had a birthday this 
month. Food and cupcakes will be 
provided for everyone.   

Our 50/50 Raffle and Attendance 
Drawings continue each month, 
open to members and guests of 
members who sign the guest 
book. 

Mark your calendars for the 
Cardinals Season Opener on 
March 28. It will be another great 
event.  

Larry Carron, Foxhole Committee Chair 
636-345-6106 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Foxhole 50/50 Raffle 

Win Half the Cash! 

Next drawing Jan 31 

Dec Winner Sue 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

February Music 

Just for S & G on 2/8 

Jack DeWeese on 2/15 

Boston Dave’s Karaoke on 2/22 

 

February Bowling 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 6:30 PM 

2/5 and 2/19 

February Shuffleboard 

1st & 3rd Sundays at 3:30 PM 

2/2 and 2/16 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FOXHOLE SPORTS SCORES 

1/8 bowling results: 

    1st place –  Betty & Jay 
    2nd place – Kevin & Norm 
    3rd place –  Mary B & Sean 

1/22 bowling results: 

    1st place –  Mary B & Kevin 
    2nd place – Jay & Dean 
    3rd place –  Betty & Rich 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

Junior Auxiliary member Sterling 
Marsden welcoming the troops at 
the St. Louis Airport USO during 
the holidays with the Girl Scouts 
of Eastern Missouri. 
    
 

 

http://www.alpost312mo.org/
mailto:steinhoff50@att.net
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POPPY DAYS 

It’s almost that time of year again. 
This year we will be distributing 
poppies on Friday, May 15 and 
Saturday, May 16.   

Mark your calendar to volunteer 
and collect money for our 
Veterans.  More information in 
future editions of the Clarion. 

Brenda Richarz, Poppy Chairman 
636-288-1250 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

Feb 1 Legion Baseball Trivia 

Feb 2 Super Bowl Party 

Feb 3 SAL Meeting 

Feb 5 Retirees 

Feb 6 Legion Riders Meeting 

Feb 10 Post & Auxiliary Meetings 

Feb 13 Freddy’s Fundraiser Night 

Feb 19 Retirees 

Feb 23 Chili Cook-Off 

Feb 25 Spaghetti Dinner 

Feb 29 February Birthdays 

Bingo on Wednesdays & Fridays 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NIGHT AT THE RACES 

Save the date! 40 & 8 Voiture 

#1541 will again be holding our 

annual “Night at the Races” 

fundraiser on Saturday March 14 

in the small hall.  

The doors will open at 6 PM and 

the races will start promptly at 7 

PM. Our goal is to have the event 

end around 10 PM.  

Tickets remain only $10, which 

covers admission, the horse 

racing form, draft beer and soda. 

Mixed drinks are available for 

purchase. You may bring your 

own snacks.  

There will be a 50/50 drawing and 

raffle baskets. This year’s feature 

basket will be a St. Louis 

Cardinals basket with a variety of 

Cardinals goodies including 2 “all 

inclusive” tickets in the 

Perficient Red Jacket Club. The 

game is Sunday, May 10 at 1:15 

PM against the New York Mets.  

All proceeds from the event will 

go to our Nurses Training and 

Child Welfare programs. Every 

year we present 3 nurses 

currently in school with a 

monetary award to help them with 

miscellaneous expenses.  

For any questions, please contact 

me at the number below. Thank 

you very much and we hope to 

see you there. 

Leon Hill, Event Coordinator 
636-397-2850 

 
 

HONORARY HIGH SCHOOL 
DIPLOMAS FOR VETERANS 

The Missouri Veteran’s 
Commission, along with the 
Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, has 
implemented a statewide program 
known as Operation Recognition, 
established in 2001 by the 
General Assembly.  
 
Through this program, the State 
of Missouri will award honorary 
high school diplomas to eligible 
Missouri Veterans who dropped 
out of school to serve in the 
Armed Forces.  
 
Contact the Missouri Veteran’s 
Commission at 573-751-3487 for 
an application.  
 
Eligible applicants including World 
War II, Korean War, Vietnam or 
other Veterans who did not finish 
high school or who left to serve 
their country before their 
graduation ceremony.  
 
The State Department of 
Education will produce the actual 
diplomas, assisted by local school 
districts in the presentation of 
these awards. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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February 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
SAVE THE DATE 

Night at the Races, March 14 

Cardinals Season Opener, March 28 
Pallet Paint and Sip Party, March 29 

Spring Luncheon, May 5 

  1  
Legion Baseball 

Trivia Night 
7:30 PM in the Hall 

 

2  
Super Bowl Party 
Foxhole open at 2 PM 

Shuffleboard 
3:30 PM In the Foxhole 

3  
SAL Mtg 

7 PM 

4  
Foxhole Closed 

5  
Retirees Club 
10 AM In the Hall 

Foxhole Bowling 
6:30 PM in the Foxhole 

Soccer Boosters Bingo 
6:30 PM In the Hall 

6  
Riders Meeting 

6:30 PM 

 

7  
Legion Bingo 

6:30 PM In the Hall 

8  
Music by 

Just for S & G 
7 PM in the Foxhole 

9  
 

10  
Post Mtg 

Exec Bd - 6 PM 
Reg - 7:30 PM 

Auxiliary Mtg 
Exec Bd - 6:30 PM 

Reg - 7:30 PM 

11  
Foxhole Closed 

12  
Soccer Boosters Bingo 

6:30 PM In the Hall 

13  
Freddy’s Night 

I-70 @ Cave Springs 5–9 PM 
Tell them you are from Post 
312 & they will donate 15%  
of your bill back to the Post 

14  
Legion Bingo 

6:30 PM In the Hall 

15  
Music by Jackie D 

7 PM in the Foxhole 

16  
Shuffleboard 

3:30 PM In the Foxhole 

17  
Clarion Articles Due 

for March Issue 
middenorf422@gmail.com 

18  
Foxhole Closed 

19  
Retirees Club 
10 AM In the Hall 

Foxhole Bowling 
6:30 PM in the Foxhole 

Soccer Boosters Bingo 
6:30 PM In the Hall 

20  
 

21  
Legion Bingo 

6:30 PM In the Hall 

22  
Karaoke 

with Boston Dave 
7 PM in the Foxhole 

23  
Chili Cook-Off 

Foxhole open at 3 PM 

24  
 

25  
Spaghetti Dinner 

5-6 PM 

Foxhole Open 

26  
Soccer Boosters Bingo 

6:30 PM In the Hall 

27  
 

28  
Legion Bingo 

6:30 PM In the Hall 

29  
February Birthdays 

7 PM in the Foxhole 
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