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COMMANDER JOE

d f’-" | hope everyone had a safe and Happy
New Year. The year 2024 came to an end with a
New Years Eve party at the Foxhole. The party
was well attended with plenty to eat and great
entertainment provided by Boston Dave. Then five
days into the new year the area experienced
a major winter storm with plenty of snow and some
areas with freezing rain. This storm brought
virtually everything to a halt. Here's hoping
everyone came through the storm safely.
Our Friday night bingo was cancelled for January
3rd. Let's hope we can avoid cancelling any
future bingo’s unless necessary. As a reminder we
can always use more volunteers to work at the
Friday bingo’s which would prevent us from
cancelling a bingo due to lack of workers.
Speaking of volunteers, it is important that we
accept those volunteers who want to
serve on our various committees as they could
provide us with new ideas. Be sure and check the
monthly clarion to see what events are coming up
and when possible, attend these events. For those
of you who receive the monthly issue of the City of
St. Charles “STC NOW” the January issue
contained the “WVETERAN EVENTS for 2025”.
Until next month stay warm and according to my
Calendar, we have a little more than 2 months
before Spring officially begins.

REMEMBER OUR SERVICE MEN AND
WOMEN, AS WELL AS THEIR FAMILIES, AS
MORE AND MORE ARE BEING DEPLOYED TO
HOTSPOTS AROUND THE WORLD.

Joe Diel Post Commander
joediel1941@agmail.com 314-913-9597
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Valentine's Lay!

POST CHAPLAIN

Good news is there are no sick or
injured members at this writing January 7, 2025.
However, it's my sad duty to report that Post 312
members Norman Stephan, Joseph "Joe"
McCarthy and David Ostmann have answered
their final roll call and reported to the high
command of us all. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithfully departed “Rest in Peace".
Amen. There will be a memorial service for
Norman Stephan at 1:00 PM on Sunday, January
26,2025 at Post 312. Funeral will be at Jefferson
Barracks National Cemetery on Monday Jan 27,
at 10:00 AM.

Larry DuFour Post Chaplain 636-441-7102
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

| hope this issue finds you warm in
your homes and thawing from all the snow of
January! Even the children were getting tired of
not going to school!

Please “save the date” for this year's Spring
Luncheon scheduled for May 6% at the Post. This
annual event raises money for Girls State
Sponsorship and our Scholarship Fund. It is our
largest annual fundraiser. If you’ve never, been
you are really missing out on a lot of fun. We have
basket raffles, prizes and all the funds raised go to
our area young people. Oh yeah, and there is
even a lunch! If you have any questions about the
luncheon, please reach out to me. If you have
questions about our programing, please reach out
to Carly Diel our Girls State Chair or Brenda
Richarz & Jennifer Slater our Scholarship Co-
Chairs. Thank you to Sandy Gordinier for
volunteering to be our Unit Legislative
Chairperson we are close to having all our
committee chairperson positions filled. If you are
interested on serving on a committee or even
becoming a committee chairperson, you are

Post 636-947-7666 Hall Rental 314-952-8833

Foxhole 636-724-9712 www.alpost312mo.org
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nominated and elected!!! If you are not sure what
you want to do let us know what your interest are, AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN

and we can do our best to match you with a
committee. | want to give a great big thank you to
Elaine Vollmar for taking on the “Wreaths Across
America” fundraiser for the Auxiliary. This was the
first year for this program and Elaine not only
stepped up to the plate but knocked it out of the
park!! We appreciate all your work to get this
program started and congratulate you on your
success.

Just reminder monthly meetings are the second
Monday of every month and this year each
meeting has a theme. February’s theme will be
Happy Valentine’s Day so make your valentine
container just like you used to at school and bring
valentines to share with the rest of us.

God Bless our troops, our veterans, and America!
God’s Blessing

Laura L. Diel Auxiliary President
lauraldiel@gmail.com 636-219-7091
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As | write this article we have between 12 and 14
inches of snow. Looking forward to spring.

We have 206 paid members. We still need 56
more to reach 100%. Please if you have not paid
your 2024-2025 dues please do so as soon as
possible as according to National you are
delinquent as of Dec 31. If you have any
questions regarding your dues, please contact
me. Our meeting is on February 10", please try to
attend and see what we do and why your dues is
so important. Remember your special veteran on
Valentines Day and every day.

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 15t Vice President &
Membership Chair lucillera@charter.net

8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304
636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell

When you don’t know

There’s a simple prayer called the “I don’t know”
prayer. You just go off somewhere quiet and
hidden and walk right up to the heart of God and
say, ‘I don’t know. | don’t know where to go from
here. | don’t know how to process this. | don’t
know what to do with these emotions. | don’t know
how to handle this situation.” It covers a lot of “I
don’t know.” And with even the tiniest bit of faith
you have left, you say, “But you know.” And you
leave it there.

Many Blessings.

Bam Kelly Auxiliary Chaplain terikkelly@aol.com
314-795-0283

IEIE VETERANS HOME BINGO

The next Veterans Home Bingo will be Thu
March 20. We must leave the Post promptly at 6
PM. Please call us ahead of time if you want a
ride. Join us for a fun time!

Mary Diel, VA&R Chair 314-910-2992
mdiel1943@agmail.com

SONS OF THE

')z . :%S “ AMERICAN LEGION
&*h Just a reminder to mark your
4R calendars ... SAL will be hosting the

Superbowl party on Sun Feb 9th. The game starts
at 5:30 but the party will start before that. We’'ll
provide hotdogs and wings which will be ready
around 4:00. If you can, we ask that you bring your
favorite tailgate snack to share. We will have a
basket raffle that will be on display in the
Foxhole. Also, squares are up and running,
please check with the bartenders to sign up. We
would love to see you there. SAL members —
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Please try to make out next meeting on February
3rd.

We will finalize plans and details for the Super
Bowl party at this meeting.

Next meeting Mon Feb 3 at 7pm.

John Leonard Squadron Commander
314-303-6665

p AMERICANISM
! ' CHILDREN & YOUTH
COLOR GUARD
American Legion High School Oratorical

Scholarship Program.
"A Constitutional Speech Contest"

At this writing, Jan 7 the Ninth District and Zone 1
High School Oratorical Constitutional Speech
Contest has not yet been held. The State
Oratorical Contest will be held on Sun, Feb 23.
Stay tuned as these youths of today progress on
to become tomorrow's leaders

Color/[Honor Guard News

At this writing, Jan 7 there are no assignments for
duty.

Respectfully submitted,

Larry DuFour 636-441-7102
Americanism/Children & Youth/
Law and Order/Color Guard Captain
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We are now through the New Year and one step
closer to Spring. Look for information in this
month’s Clarion mail out to include upcoming
events like Superbowl, Chili Cook Off and Mardi
Gras. Save the date of March 15 to celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day. For entertainment, in February, we
have Mike Feldman on the 1, Jackie will be in the
foxhole on the 8, the Squirrels party will have just
ended in the hall so that should be a good night.

Boston Dave Karaoke on the 15, and Music Bingo
on the 22, starting at 6 PM.

For new members, if you have received your
membership card from The Post, Auxiliary or
Sons, bring it into the foxhole and for a dollar, you
will receive a key card to access the foxhole during
business hours. Additionally, if your spouse is a
member of the Auxiliary or Sons and you cannot
join any of our Legion Family organizations, we
will issue a key card to you after the Commander
or President signs off, verifying you cannot join
either organization. Check us out on our website,
alpopst312mo.org. Please note our Facebook
Page/Meta page has been suspended again,
thanks to Al and its infinite wisdom and lack of any
human person being available to answer to our
inquiries and plea for reinstatement.

Larry Carron Bar Chairman
LarryCarronRealtor@outlook.com 636-345-6106

NATIONAL WREATHS
ACROSS AMERICA DAY

THANK YOU to these ladies for laying the
sponsored veteran wreaths at Jefferson Barracks!

Brenda Richarz, Brigitte Strange, Elaine Vollmar,
Nancy Ebert & Mary Bandini

Elaine Vollmar elainevollmar@gmail.com
314-440-2780
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SAVE THE DATE

Sat Mar 1 - 40&8 Night at the races
Sat Mar 1 -Madi Gras Party at the Fox Hole
Sun Mar 2 — Dist. Meeting Post 297 Union MO

Sat Mar 15 — American Legion Birthday
Celebration @ Fox Hole

Sat Mar 15 — St Patrick’s day celebration Fox
Hole

Thru Mar 20 — Veterans Home Bingo
Tue Mar 25 — Family Meal — Pork Steaks
Sun Apr 20 — Easter Fox Hole Closed

Tue Apr 29 — Family Meal — Chicken Modiga
from Tonys on Main.

Sun May 4 — Cinco DeMayo Fox Hole
Tue May 6 — Auxiliary Spring Luncheon
Thru May 15 — Veterans Home Bingo
Sat May 17 — Armed Forces Day

Tue May 27 — Family Meal Meatloaf

- . Giving Tree 2024

S

Despite the
obstacles we faced,
: with the Foxhole

s being closed for
several weeks and
not being able to put
up the giving trees,
we were able to accomplish our goal. Along with
Walk a Mile Foundation we were able to provide
three families with a wonderful Christmas with

ARENNAN

gifts and gift cards for their holiday meal. Mark
Ebert offered to drive to Ft. Leonard Wood and
help deliver all the gifts. Thank you, Mark, you
don’t know how much we all appreciate your
kindness and to our legion families who
contributed.

Mary Bandini mlbandini1@yahoo.com

POST 312 LEGION
BASEBALL NEWS

American Legion Post 312 Trivia Night and
Silent Auction.

O >

BASEBALL

Feb 1, Doors open at 6pm event starts at 7pm.

Table of 8 $200 (25 per person includes
beer/soda)

Sponsorship/Promotion $150

Reserve a table Brandon Baker 636-288-3533 or
brandonbaker236@agmail.com

Russ Klicker 314-705-7147

Russell Klicker, Post 312 Baseball Manager
314-705-9147

SAVE YOUR
TAB TOPS

Don’t forget to save your tab tops for the
Auxiliary. The Auxiliary uses them in support the
Ronald McDonald House. Drop them off anytime
at the Foxhole.

////////

FEBRUARY

Ground Hogs Day
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Did you

inow? ) POST HISTORY

This information was recently
found in a 1986 history book
completed by 1986 Commander Roger J.

Brimeyer.
PART TWO

Now a bit about our Post 312. Some members of
our community look down on us because they do
not know what we are all about. | want to tell you
a few things we do here. In most cases you may
already know about them. If you do, please bear
with me

What does our Post do for the community:

We sponsor a junior and senior baseball team. Do
you know approximately 54% of major league
players played legion baseball. We sponsor a boy
scout troop and a cub scout pack who meet here
regularly. We send a boy from each of the four
high schools to boys state. We give a scholarship
to each high school, honoring an outstanding
senior. We sponsor an oratorical contest, where
the students talk of the constitution of the U.S. and
can go on to win scholarships on the national level
amounting to $20,000, a group from this post
periodically visits the veteran’s hospital at
Jefferson Barracks to visit with and entertain
veterans who are confined to that facility. We give
away hundreds of dollars in food through our food
basket program during the holidays. We are
working with the police department to set up an
ongoing child identification program in our city. We
sponsor two blood banks every year here in the
hall.

PART THREE IN MARCH ISSUE

“WHAT DOES OUR POST DO FOR THE
COMMUNITY”

Joe Diel, Historian
joediel1941@gmail.com 314-913-9597

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
What is your Y?

Maybe your Y for being a member of Post 312 is
to network and meet people that have things in
common with you or your family. The Foxhole is
a great place for this to happen. It is now a non-
smoking establishment. At the Foxhole you can
find out what is going on, you can meet other
members, or you can just come by have a drink of
your choice, relax and get out of the house.

Those members that are at the Foxhole should
always greet everyone warmly, give them a warm
smile, listen to them and empathize, offer help or
direction, thank them for stopping by, and follow
up with them. | have been in the Foxhole many
times and someone that | do not know walks in,
often takes a seat at the bar alone, and often is
not interacting with anyone. | try and make it
appoint to walk up and introduce myself and
welcome them. | often hear “oh | don’t really come
here often” or “I| am a member but don’t really
participate”. | chat for a bit letting them know of
things that are going on, when meetings are etc.,
then | always end with | hope this is a new
beginning for you and we see more of you.

| know how | felt the first time | walked in the
Foxhole, and did not know anyone. | am more of
an outgoing person which does help, but still, you
walk in, and everyone is staring like who is that! |
have since became a regular and have learned so
much about so many people. Everyone has a
story; everyone needs an ear from time to time.
Yes, it is harder for some than others, but we have
to do our part. The word will travel. It will help bring
people in, it will help get the word out and get new
members. It is all our responsibility to come
together as an organization and grow, make
people feel welcome, get them involved and help
them feel like they are an active part of the post.

| challenge all of you, be the reason someone
feels welcome, seen, heard, valued, loved and
supported. BE THE ONE

Judi Sovanski 314-413-8883
Twinsn3@hotmail.com
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Auxiliary Emergency
Fund

—Wall
3rd Annual Cake Walk for a Cause

Join Us! Feb10 Immediately following Auxiliary
meeting
Tickets: $1.00 per round

This event helps raise funds for the Auxiliary
Emergency Fund. AEF is a national grant
assistance program that provides temporary
emergency assistance to eligible members of the
Auxiliary who endured a significant financial
setback as the result of an act of nature or
personal crisis. It's a sweet way to make an
impact! For more information contact:

Tricia Casper, Unit 312 AEF Committee Chair

801-258-1744 text or call |
tricia.casper@gmail.com

40 & 8 Voiture #1541 presents
“A Night at the Races”

Proceeds to benefit nurses training and child
welfare programs

Sat Mar 1 small hall St. Charles American Legion
Post #312, 2500 Raymond Dr. 63301

Doors open at 6PM. Races start at 7PM.$20 per
person which covers entry, racing form, draft beer,
soda and non-winning ticket prizes after every
race. 50/50 and basket raffles. Feature basket
includes “2” all-inclusive Cardinals tickets
Saturday April 26" 1:15 verses Brewers. You are
welcome to bring your own snacks. Alcoholic
beverages will be available for purchase. NO
OUTSIDE ALCOHOL ALLOWED.

Contact Forrest Johnson (314)960-1027
Al Schultz (636)447-7347

Join us in the Fox Hole Mar 1 for
some authentic Cajun cooking to
celebrate Mardi Gras. Tickets are
$5 per person to include: Shrimp
Boil, Chicken and Andouille
Gumbo with Rice, White Beans
and Rice and King Cake. And Kris will be making
her famous Hurricanes! Never know there could
be other surprises as well. Dress up in your
favorite Mardi Gras attire. Food will be ready
between 5 and 6. Sign up is in the Fox Hole.

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL!

Feb 23 Doors Open at Noon
Entry by 12:30 Judging at 1 &F

Sampling of all entries. Winner
awards will be announced after
judging.

HOT ORMILD? YOURWAY MY WAY, NO WAY

FUN HAD BY ALL SPONSORED BY THE
FOXHOLE!

. GOLF
- TOURNAMENT

f | SATAPR12

Masters Twosome Par 3,
Pheasant Run O’Fallon

$75 a person includes beer on the course
and lunch at the clubhouse. Watch for a flyer
in next month’s Clarion.

Proceeds Benefit Greater St, Louis Honor Flight
and American Legion Riders Chapter 312

Phil McHenry 314-443-3009
Foreloveofthegames@yahoo.com
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Hall Rental 314-952-8833

Sunday

9

Super Bowl Party 4

16

23

Chili Cook Off
Noon Foxhole

State Oratorical
Contest

Monday

3

Riders Meeting
6pm

SALS Meefting 7pm

Foxhole Closed
10

Auxiliary Meeting

7:30pm

Legion Meeting

7:30pm

Aux. Cake Walk

17

Foxhole Closed

24

Foxhole Closed

Post 636-947-7666

Tuesday

4

Clarion Articles Due
ClarionPost312@gmail.com

Foxhole Closed

1

Foxhole Closed

18

Foxhole Closed

25

Family Dinner 4:30-6pm

Foxhole Open
3-8pm

Wednesday

5

Bowling Foxhole
630

12

19

Bowling Foxhole
630

26

Thursday

13

20

Family Dinner

reservations due

314-795-0283

27

Foxhole 636-724-9712

Friday

7

Bingo 6:30pm

14

Bingo 6:30pm

21

Bingo 6:30pm

28

Bingo 6:30pm

Saturday
1

Mike Feldman @ Foxhole
Legion Baseball Trivia Night

8
Jackie D @ Foxhole

15

Boston Dave @ Foxhole

22

Music Bingo @ Foxhole

Check our new Facebook
page or the Foxhole tab
on our website af
www.alpost312mo.org
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