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COMMANDER JOE

- & |t appears that spring is just around the
corner, and it is time to start thinking about all your
projects coming up as well as your planned
activities such as golf, fishing, boating, vacations,
etc.

We ended the month of February on the
downside as there was a vehicle accident
involving 4 vehicles on the Post parking lot. This
was the second accident that has occurred in the
past several months and both were due to
stepping on the gas pedal instead of the brake
pedal while backing up. | urge everyone to use
caution while in the parking lot as this could have
been much worse if someone had been walking
behind the vehicle.

On the brighter side, the chili contest at the end
of February and the Madi Gras party at the
beginning of March were huge successes. Both
events were well attended, and everyone
appeared to have a good time.

Once again it is that time of year when election of
officers for the 2025-2026 year are approaching.
One of the offices that will be open will be that of
the Commander as | will not be running for that
position. There will be more information during the
forthcoming months regarding the nominees and
date of elections. | have also been advised that
some members have failed to receive their
Clarions. | urge anyone who has not received their
Clarion to contact me as it is important that we can
determine where or what the problem is. You can
reach me via E-mail at
commander@alpost312mo.org or call the Post
and leave a message. Phone 636-947-7666.
Please be sure to leave your full name and your
complete mailing address.

As everyone is aware, the Legion membership
drive for the new year is now taking place. The
following information is through February 21,
2025.

POST 312 LEGION MEMBERSHIP AS OF
FEBRUARY 21, 2025

Members at end of year 2024: 490
New members: 13

Paid up for life (PUFL}. 57
Renewals (TRAD): 358
Transfers:2

Total members as of 2/21/25: 430
Goal: 524 members

% of goal: 82.06

Joe Diel Post Commander
joediel1941@gmail.com 314-913-9597

POST CHAPLAIN

There have been no reports of sick or
injured members. Please let me know if you hear
of any sick or injured members. Unfortunately, it's
my sad duty to report that the following members
have answered their final roll call. Joseph F.
Kloeppel, Gordon Stokes, David Kirkland and
Gerald Belew. May their souls and all the souls of
the faithfully departed rest in peace (amen)

Larry DuFour Post Chaplain 636-441-7102

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT

Spring is arriving and she certainly took
her dear sweet time getting here.! This time of year
brings new growth to beautiful plants (and the not so
beautiful!) and new life to all the creatures of the forest.
Many of us have a tradition of “Spring Cleaning” a time
to start fresh and clean for the next few months; at least
until Christmas! The American Legion Auxiliary
Spring Luncheon is scheduled for May 6. If, at this
time, you find yourself with gently used items you
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would like to donate for our raffle baskets or door
prizes we would be delighted to have them. We are
also accepting donations of gift cards and gift
certificates. If you have contacts within the community
or you are able to provide these items yourself we
would be forever grateful. This year’s Spring Luncheon
brings a new corporate sponsor “Texas Road House”
St. Charles, and we thank them for providing the lunch
we will be serving to our attendees.

We are seeing an increase in Girl State applications for
the schools we typically support and it is just not
financially possible to send each and every person who
applies for our support. It is through contributions to
this luncheon that we are able to send anyone at all.
This same luncheon also financially supports our
college scholarships we award to graduating seniors
each year. Your support is incredibly important to our
Unit regardless if it comes in the form of a ticket
purchase, a gift card donation, or cash sponsorship and
we thank you all for your consideration.

BRAVO to Bam Kelly and Brenda Richarz for their
quick organization of the donated purses for Crisis
Nursey. Itis my understanding that they delivered over
200 purses to the headquarters in Maryland Heights.
The support we receive our American Legion Family
and their friends is an awesome thing and we again
thank you all.

CONGRATULATIONS to Tricia Casper on another
successful Emergency Fund cakewalk. Unfortunately
Tricia could not be there due to illness but that did not
stop her or our supporting members to carry out the task
that was planned.

If you haven’t been to a meeting in a while we
encourage you to visit us to see some of the new faces
of our Unit. Just a reminder the April’s meeting them
is It’s Raining, It’s Pouring better get your rain gear
ready! And the May meeting theme is Spring is
Blooming! Show us your favorite “Spring Look”
Florals & Pastels.

May we keep the men and women of our armed
services in our prayers as well as all of those who have
served. God Bless American and God Bless you.

Laura L. Diel Auxiliary President
lauraldiel@gmail.com 636-219-7091
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As of March 15" we have reached the 85%
membership date. However, we still need 29
members to reach our 100%. If you have not paid
your 2024-2025 dues now is the time to do so. You
can leave it at the Foxhole, send to the
membership chairman or pay on line at the
National website.

If you have any questions, please let me know.
Happy Easter!!

Lucille Armbruster, Auxiliary 1%t Vice President &
Membership Chair lucillera@charter.net

8 Alma Dr, St. Charles, MO 63304
636-441-6419 or 314-238-6330 cell

BE VETERANS HOME BINGO

The next Veterans Home Bingo will be Thu May
15. We must leave the Post promptly at 6 PM.
Please call us ahead of time if you want a ride.
Join us for a fun time!

Mary Diel, VA&R Chair 314-910-2992
mdiel1943@gmail.com

SONS OF THE
Lt’f AMERICAN LEGION

h

Next meting Mon Apr 7 at 7pm.

John Leonard Squadron Commander
314-303-6665
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sponsored four (4) high school
juniors and our SAL sponsored one (1) to attend
our Missouri Boys State program this year. They
will receive two (2) or three (3) college credit hours
for completing the program titled “A Week to
Shape a Lifetime”, June 21 to June 28, 2025, on
the campus of Lindenwood University, This is
another outstanding educational and citizenship
program of the American Legion.

Americanism/Children & Youth American Legion
High School Oratorical Scholarship Program “A
Constitutional Speech Contest”. The winning
order for the Department of Missouri American
Legion high School oratorical contest is as follows.

First Place: Grethen House of Chadwick High
School in Springfield, Mo. A $5000.00
scholarship. Second Place: Hanna Mathew of
Chesterfield High School in West St Louis County.
A $2500.00 scholarship. Third Place: Tes Lehman
of Palmyra High School near Hannibal, Mo. A
$2250.00 scholarship. Fourth Place: Kate Evans
of St. Joseph, Mo. A $2000.00 scholarship.

The Missouri winner will now compete in the
national finals May 16, 17 and 18, 2025 in
Hillsdale, Mi. 1%t 2" and 3™ place winners will
receive $25,000.00, $22,500.00 and $20,000.00
respectively. Stay tuned as these bright and
talented high school students earn college
scholarships by speaking on “The U.S.
Constitution”.

Color/Honor Guard News

As of this writing March 4 there are no duty
assignments scheduled for your Color Guard
team in April 2025.

Respecifully submitted,

Larry DuFour 636-441-7102
Americanism/Children & Youth/
Law and Order/Color Guard Captain

have had some really good events. Thank you,
Judi & Dave Sovanski and Bill & Katie Schluter,
for the great, authentic food fresh from New
Orleans and prepared right here at the Post. A
High Five goes up to Phyllis Clark for again
hosting our annual Chili Cook-Off. Thank you,
contestants, as well, the best as judged were 1%
place, Mick Noah, 2™ Place, Gayle Leonard, 3™
Place, Pat Briley. Everyone attending were the
winners of a great time and delicious Chili.

Remember the date of March 15" to celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day.

For entertainment, in April, we have Mike Feldman
on April 5th, starting at 6 PM, Jackie D in the
foxhole on the 12tht" and Boston Dave Karaoke on
April 26th.

Check us out on our website, alpost312mo.org.

Larry Carron Bar Chairman
LarryCarronRealtor@outlook.com 636-345-6106

SAVE THE DATE

Sun May 4 — Cinco DeMayo Fox Hole

Tue May 6 — Auxiliary Spring Luncheon

Thru May 15 — Veterans Home Bingo

Sat May 17 — Armed Forces Day

Mon - May 26 — Memorial Day

Tue May 27 - Family Meal Meatloaf

Sun Jun 1 — District Meeting Post 312

Tue Jun 3 — First Responders Fish Fry Lunch
Sat Jun 15 — Flag Day

Tue Jun 24- Family Dinner
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Fri Jul 4 — Independence Day

Jul 10-13 - AL MO Dept. Convention Cape
Girardeau

Thru Jul 17 - Veterans Home Bingo
Sat Jul 19 - Installation of Officers

Tue Jul 29 — Family Dinner

SAVE YOUR
TAB TOPS

Don't forget to save your tab tops for the
Auxiliary. The Auxiliary uses them in support the
Ronald McDonald House. Drop them off anytime
at the Foxhole.

FAMILY DINNER
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Tuesday April 29
4:30-6pm $18
Dine-In or Carry Out

WHAT'S FOR DINNER?

Chicken Modiga with penne pasta in a white
sauce, garden salad, roll and a dessert.

Free coffee and iced tea with a cash bar available.
Make your reservation today!

Text or call 314-795-0283 to order no later than
April 24

Come support your American Legion Post 312
and invite a friend along!

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

So, you say you have an idea! |
hear so many members talking and
making suggestions on things to do,
or events to have at the legion. The one thing |
don’t hear is anyone willing to step up and
organize the event or suggestion. Sure there are
things we can do to make the Foxhole and Legion
as a whole more fun and inviting. But it takes more
than a few people to run and organize everything
that goes on. If you are interested, please contact
either Joe Diel or Larry Carron with your idea.
Please don't contact them and just say hey | have
an idea, rather hey | would like to speak to you
about helping and organizing this event or idea
that | have. Some of the things | have heard are:
Corn Hole Tournament, Meat Shoot, Game Day
or Night, Dart Tournament, A American Legion
Poker Run, A dance with live music, Football
Sundays, Scrap Booking Club, Breakfast Club,
Veterans Group by branch, Bunco Group, and |
could go on and on. If any of these appeal to you
or if you have a fresh idea bring it up and chair it.
Set up a committee to help organize it after you
get approval from the right person. lts takes us all
to run the Legion and it takes us all to make it fun
and attractive.

Judi Sovanski Editor
Twinsn3@hotmail.com 314-413-8883

A SPECIAL SHOUT OUT!

Thank you to Mary Middendorf for always taking
care of the memorial flowers outside the door.

Happy

Ul
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Unit 312

Spring Western Round-Up!

Tuesday May 6th "

2500 Raymond Drive St. Charles
Doors Open at 10:00, Lunch at 11:30

Tickets $15 each
which includes lunch & one bingo card

.
0N

‘v}h ’ J'

additional bingo cards availahle for purchase
BASKET RAFFLES/ATTENDANCE PRIZES |

R | all proceeds henefit our Girls State/Scholarship Funds

Thank you to our Sponsor
Texas Roadhouse St. Charles

. .

ROADHOUSE &

ADVANCED TICKET SALES ONLY
CONTACT MARILYN AT (314)-680-9750
TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED BY APRIL 30TH
CASH/CHECK/VENMO

* NO.TICKET SALES AT THE.DOOR .

/
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Marilyn Rufkehr
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Cave
GOWWA TAS -

April 27th, 2024
2 to 4 PM

$25 = 5 tastings plus appetizers
Members and Guests
Ala Carte for individual
tastings and cocktails

with your favorite .
Tequila

(

10 Tequila Options Available k o
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Tequila Tasting 2-4

Foxhold

Foxhole Closed

Foxhole Open
3-8pm

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 1 Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
Mike Feldman @ Foxhole
}
6 7 8 9 10 1 12
Riders Meeting Clarion Articles Due Bowling Foxhole Bingo 6:30pm Jackie D @ Foxhole
6pm ClarionPost312@gmail.com 630
SALS Meeting 7pm Foxhole Closed
| Foxhole Closed | B - B
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Auxiliary Meeting Foxhole Closed | | Bingo 6:30pm

7:30pm | | |

Legion Meeting : | |

. |

I 7:30pm — e | |

| |
20 21 22 | 23 24 | 25 26
Foxhole Closed Foxhole Closed Foxhole Closed ‘ Bowling Foxhole Family Dinner | Bingo 6:30pm Boston Dave
3 Sy mecretine MOW) American Legion Family Day

% | 3147950283 | L,
= | . o _ | Veterans'bingo | .
27 | 28 29 30 |
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Family Dinner 4:30-6pm ‘
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Check our new Facebook
page or the Foxhole tab

on our website at
www.alpost312mo.org
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Commander Joe Diel

1%t Vice Commander Brian Bush
2" Vice Commander Tony Rumbo
Finance Officer Jim Rau

Chaplain Larry DuFour

Electronic Service Requested

iy FAMILY DINNER PROVIDED BY
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FAMILY DINNER

Tuesday, April 29, 2025, from 4:30 to 6:00pm
$18.00, Dine-In or Carry Out
What’s for Dinner?

Chicken Modiga with penne pasta in white sauce, garden salad, roll
and a dessert. Free coffee and iced tea — cash bar available

Text or call Bam Kelly at 314-795-0283 by April 24 \We look forward to
seeing you and please invite a friend! Thank you for your continued
support of your American Legion Post 312.




