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COMMANDER JOHN 

I want to thank all of you for putting 
your trust in me to lead Post 312 into 

2026. Please be assured I will have many 
questions for those Commanders before me and 
will seek assistance from all of you. My project for 
this year will be focused on MEMBERSHIP! I will 
be attending the National Convention in Tampa 
and hope that I will be able to bring some fresh 
ideas back to increase our membership numbers. 
The following message is a little refresher course 
on WHY we belong . 

The American Legion is the nation's largest and 
most influential veteran 's organization in the 
United States. Since it's founding in 1919 the 
Legion has been a staunch advocate for veterans, 
military members, their families and communities 
in which they reside. The Legion drove the 
passage of the GI Bill and brought into existence 
dozens of health care benefit for veterans. 
Legionnaires log millions of community service 
hours as VA volunteers and raised $1 .5 million 
annually to assist VA hospitals. We teach school 
children , scouts and other youth groups the 
history of the American flag as well as how to 
properly fold and care for it. The Legion awards 
scholarships, supports wounded service members 
and distributes emergency aid to disaster victims. 

We should be prepared to answer the question 
"Why Should I Belong to the American Legion?" 
With several Veterans Support Organizations, we 
must set ourselves apart by following our 4 Pillars 
on which we were founded. Pillar 1) Veterans 
Affairs & Rehabilitation: Pillar 2) National Security: 
Pillar 3) Americanism: Pillar 4) Children and 
Youth . 

We, at post 312 , demonstrate a strong Legion 
Family which includes the Auxiliary, the Riders 
and the Sons. Our Family dinners bring the 
community into our Post and hopefully we can 
answer any questions they may have about the 
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organization . We should wear our American 
Legion branded covers and shirts with pride when 
out and about the town. Encouraging our fellow 
members to bring a friend with them to a meeting 
may be one way to increase our numbers. Only 
through our membership numbers can we make a 
difference in Congress passing bills benefiting 
service members and veterans. 

For God and Country 

Semper Fidelis! 

John Gonzales Post Commander 

314-707-3758 

a I POST CHAPLAIN 1111. It's my sad duty to report that the 
following members have answered their final roll 
call and have reported to the high command of us 
all. Bill Reilley, James "Jim" Hafer, Michael 
Cereno, James Signaigo, Jack Schneider, and 
John T. Simpson. 

May their souls and all the souls of the faithfully 
departed "Rest in Peace" Amen. 

Our prayers are for our Post 312 membership to 
stay well and be happy. May God bless our entire 
American Legion Family. 

Larry DuFour Post Chaplain 636-441 -7102 

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 
September, the third month of the third quarter! 
The year is moving along quickly. For our Unit it 
is just the beginning of our 2025-2026 year full of 
opportunities including opportunities for 
volunteers for committee chairmanships. As of 
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this writing the following Committee Chairs have 
been filled : 

Americanism - Tricia Casper 

Audit - Kris Marsden/Denise Pallardy 

Education -Brenda Richarz & Jennifer Slater 

Emergency Fund - Tricia Casper 

Children & Youth - Brenda Richarz & Jennifer 
Slater 

Community Service - Kris Marsden 

Junior Activities - Ashley Marsden 

Leadership - Lucille Armbruster 

Legislative - Sandy Gordinier 

Nationalism - Mary Bandini 

Music - Jennifer Slater & Brenda Richarz 

Poppy Distribution - Tricia Casper 

VA&R - Mary Bandini 

Even with this list, there are still positions available 
that I hope to fill at the August meeting. With most 
of the chair positions filled , we are certain to have 
a busy productive year ahead of us. If you are 
unable to attend our meetings, I do hope you 
follow our Facebook Page "American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit Post 312 St Charles, Missour,~' 
for all our events, our special edition "Throwback 
Thursdays", and anything else we can think of to 
share. 

On the morning of the district 9 meeting held at our 
Post this past June, the Auxiliary walked into a 
lovely surprise! An anonymous donor had gifted 
us a beautiful new podfum!!!! It is a beautiful 
addition to our meeting space, and we appreciate 
you very much. On behalf of the entire Unit 312 
THANK YOU!!! 

As many of our children and grandchildren start 
their school year let us keep them in our payers 
for a successful and safe year of learning . Let us 
always keep our enlisted men and women and our 
veterans in our thoughts and in our prayers and 
may God bless you and all those that you love. 

Most sincerely, 

Laura L. Diel Auxiliary President 
lauraldiel mail.com 636-219-7091 
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AUXILIARY FIRST VICE 
We are off and running on the 25-26 
dues campaign . We can do this I 

' know we can . Thank you to all that 
have already paid your dues! So, you may ask 
why I should continue to pay my dues. Paying 
your American Legion Auxiliary dues is important 
for several key reasons- both practical and 
impactful. It shows support for Veterans, Military, 
and Their Families that have given so much to all 
of us. Paying your dues keeps your membership 
active which gives you voting rights in unit, 
department and national elections, eligibility to 
hold leadership positions and continued 
participation in American Legion Auxiliary events. 
The Auxiliary runs many initiatives-like Girls 
State, volunteer services at VA hospitals, and 
more. Dues help keep these programs strong at 
both local and national levels. ALA members 
contribute millions of volunteer hours each year. 
Your dues help amplify these efforts in your own 
community-supporting local schools, cIvIc 
education , and veterans' causes. Paying dues is 
a small but meaningful way to show your personal 
commitment to the ALA's mission : "Service, not 
self " It honors the sacrifice of veterans by helping 
others through organized , impactful service. 

Judi Sovanski , Auxiliary 1st Vice President & 
Membership Chair Twinsn3@hotmail.com 
2345 Federalist Pl , O'Fallon MO 63368 
314-413-8883 cell 

~ AUXILIARY CHA.PLAIN W Life is not about being rich , being 
popular, being highly educated or 

being perfect. It is about being real , being 
humble and just being kind . It's so imperfectly 
simple. 

Blessings, 

Barn Kelly Auxiliary Chaplain terikkellv@aol.com 
314-795-0283 
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VETERANS HOME BINGO 

The next Veterans Home Bingo will be Thu Sept. 
18. We must leave the Post promptly at 6 PM. 
Please call us ahead of time if you want a ride. 
Join us for a fun time! 

Mary Bandini, VA&R Chair 314-707-2680 
mpbandini1@yahoo.com 

SONSOFTBE 
AMERICAN LEGION 

Next meeting Mon Oct 2 at 7pm. 

John Leonard Squadron Commander 
314-303-6665 

AMERICANISM 
CHII.QREN 8 YOUTH 
COLORGUARD 

SCHOOLS ARE OPEN! "AMERICAN 
EDUCATION WEEK" 

I'm back in the elementary schools promoting our 
Americanism essay contest with the fifth (5th) 
graders leading up to "American Education Week" 
in November. The American Legion and the 
American Legion Auxiliary co-sponsors of 
"American Education Week". Stay tuned as we 
progress forward , you will be able to see the top 
three (3) winners at our "Buddy Super" in 
November. 

AMERICAN LEGION HIGH SCHOOL 
ORATORICAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM A 
CONSTITUTIONAL SPEECH CONTEST" 

I'm also back in the high schools promoting our 
high school oratorical scholarship program where 
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high school students win scholarships by 
speaking on the U.S. Constitution . 

Rember- "TODAYS YOUTH ARE TOMORROWS 
LEADERS" 

COLOR/HONOR GUARD NEWS 

As of this writing Tuesday, August 5, 2025, there 
are no duty assignments for your Post 312 
Color/Honor Guard team for September. 

Respectfully submitted , 

Larry DuFour 636-441-7102 
Americanism/Children & Youth/ 
Law and Order/Color Guard Captain 

The new card readers to access The Foxhole are 
installed. Your red key cards will not work. We 
have received new key cards they are light blue in 
color. You will need to "buzz in" and get a new key 
card . They are $1 each and you need to show your 
ID card from Post 312, Auxiliary Unit 312 or Son's 
Squadron 312. 

We will be Closed Labor Day, Monday September 
1st and the son's meeting is canceled for that day. 

Save the date of October 25th for our Halloween 
Party, be there or be scared . For entertainment, 
we have Mike Feldman on Sep 6th , we have 
Jackie Don Sep 13th , Music Bingo is planned for 
Sep 20h and Boston Dave Karaoke on Sep 27th . 

Larry Carron Bar Chairman 
LarryCarronRealtor@outlook.com 636-345-6106 

Happy Labor Day Sept. 1 

M~~ 1Mf~ 
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Famlly Dinner 

Tuesday Sept. 30 

4:30-6pm $15 

Dine-In or Carry Out 
WHAT'S FOR DINNER? 

Salisbury Steak, mashed potatoes & gravy, green 
beans, dinner roll , and dessert. Free coffee and 
iced tea with a cash bar available. 

Make your reservation today! 

Text or call 314-795-0283 to order by Sept. 25 

Come support your American Legion Post 312 
and invite a friend along! 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Every Veteran. Everywhere. We 
Remember 

Help American Legion Auxiliary Unit Post 312 
honor and remember our heroes! 

Goal: 400 To Date: 86 
Wreath sponsorship deadline is Nov. 1 

Please sponsor a veteran 's wreath today for 
either general placement or grave specific 
placement at Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery. Sponsored wreaths will be laid on the 
graves Dec. 13. When you sponsor a veteran's 
wreath for $17, Wreaths Across American gives 
back $5 to our organization to help us with our 
local veteran causes. See the order form in the 
Clarion to place your order. 
Thank you for remembering our veterans. 
Elaine Vollmar, 314-440-2780 
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SAVE YOUR 
TAB TOPS 

Don't forget to save your tab tops for the 
Auxiliary. The Auxiliary uses them in support of 
the Ronald McDonald House. Drop them off 
anytime at the Foxhole. 

FUN AND GAMES 
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Coast Guard BINGO Post Troop 
Army Air Force Dinner Fun 
Navy Marines LEGION Unit 

Membership Family Sals 

DUES Foxhole Riders 

A man walks into the Foxhole Bar. Everyone turns 
to look at him, but no one says a word. 

He says, "What, did I walk into a silent retreat?" 

The bartender goes, "Nope. Karaoke night. You're 
up." 
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2025 
Wreath Sponsorship Order Form 

Group ID: MO0261 P 
Location ID: MOJBNS 

Please help American Legion Auxiliary Unit Post 312 St. Charles, Missouri honor local heroes by 
sponsoring a Veteran's Wreath! Your $17 per wreath donation will ensure the placement of a wreath 
on a veteran's grave at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery (JBNC) on December 13th . You may 
sponsor a wreath for general placement, or you may request a grave specific placement for your 
loved one who is laid to rest at JBNC. 

THREE WAYS TO SPONSOR A WREATH: 
1. Scan the QR code to make an online donation. 
2. Visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/M00261 P 
3. Fill out th is form and attach a check made payable to Wreaths across America 

For General Placement of Wreath Orders: 
I'd like to sponsor wreath(s) for any grave that needs them! 

Check# #ofWreaths ___ @ $17.00each = $ ____ _ ----
Sponsor Name:______________ Cell phone: _________ _ 
Address: ____________ City:_______ State: Zip : ___ _ 
Email: ------------------
For Grave Specific Placement of Wreath Orders: 
I'd like to sponsor Jefferson Barracks grave specific wreath(s). 

Check# # of Wreaths _ __ @ $17.00 each = $ ____ _ ----
Name on Headstone: Branch of Service: ------------- -------

Cemetery Section : _ _____ _ Marker# Date of Birth : ------ --- ---

Name on Headstone: Branch of Service: - ------------ -------
Cemetery Section : _ _____ _ Marker# Date of Birth: ------ ------

Name on Headstone: Branch of Service: ------------- -------
Cemetery Section : ______ _ Marker# Date of Birth : ------ ------

Sponsor Name: _______________ Cell phone: _______ _ 
Address: ____________ City: _______ State:__ Zip: ___ _ 
Email: ------------------
Choose one: 
__ I will place the grave specific wreath myself (you must be present at JBNC on December 13th) . 

__ I would like a volunteer to place the grave specific wreath on my loved one's grave. 

Please return this completed form & check made payable to Wreaths Across America to: 
Elaine Vollmar, 850 Starlight Drive, St. Charles, MO 63304 

Order Deadline is November 1, 2025 
For questions or assistance placing orders, contact Elaine at 314-440-2780. 

Thank you for supporting our mission to REMEMBER, HONOR, and TEACH! 
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2500 Raymond Drive 

SALISBURl' STEAK 
DINNER 

Tuesday,Sept.30,2025 
4:30pm to 6:00pm 

Cost: $15.00 

Cash bar 
available 

in the Foxhole 

MENU 
Salisbury Steak 

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 
Green Beans and Dessert! 

,..__, Coffee and Iced Tea ,..__, 

Place Yoar Order 
Reserve your meal by texting or calling 

Barn Kelly at 314-795-0283 by September 25th 
We offer Dine-in or Carry out 

Pre-orders only 

Come One • Come All! 
Come support your local 

American Legion and enjoy great food and fellowship! 
50/50 drawing at 6:00pm 
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Sunday 

7 

14 

21 

28 

30 

Monday 

Labor Day Foxhole 

Closed 

8 

Auxiliary Meeting 7:30pm 

Legion Meeting 7:30pm 

15 

Foxhole Closed 

22 

Foxhole Closed 

29 

Foxhole Closed 

31 

Tuesday 

2 

Clarion Articles Due 
ClarionPost312@gmail.c 

om Foxhole Closed 

9 

Clarion Articles Due 
ClarionPost312@gmai 

I.com 

Foxhole Closed 

16 

Foxhole Closed 

23 

Foxhole Closed 

30 

Family Dinner 4:30-
6pm 

Foxhole Open 3-1 O 

Wednesday 

3 
Bowling Foxhole 

630 

10 

Bowling Foxhole 
630 

24 

-- -

Thursday 

4 

11 

18 

Veterans Home 
Bingo at 6 pm 

25 

Friday 

5 

Bingo 6:30pm 

12 

Bingo 6:30pm 

19 

Bingo 6:30pm 

26 

Bingo 6:30pm 

Saturday 

6 

Mike Feldman Foxhole 

13 

Jackie D @ Foxhole 

20 

Make your reservation for the 
family dinner. Call Barn 314-

795-0283 

MUSIC BINGO in the foxhole 

27 

Boston Dave Karaoke 

29 
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FAMILY DINNER IS BACK! 
Tuesday, September 30 lrom 

4:30 to 6:00pm 
S~s.oo, Dine-In or Carry Out 

WHAT'S FOR DINNER? Salisbury Steak, mashed potatoes & 
gravy, green beans, dinner roll and dessert! Free coffee and iced 
tea with a cash bar available in the Foxhole. We offer dine-in or 
carry out. Reservations are needed no later than September 25th. 
Call or text Barn Kelly, 314-795-0283 to place your order. 

We look forward to seeing you and please invite a friend! 


